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AUTHOR’S PREFACE

®sT and foremost 1 have to thank His Excellency,
or Benito Mussolini, for honouring my book with
I am particularly grateful to him for this
nour because I am anxious that my book shall indeed
ent for English readers an authentic account of
scism, as the authors of the movement and those
0 gave it its name understand it.  So this book goes
the Duce’s imprimatur ; and thereby 1 hope
‘epay him in some small measure for his kindness,
hat my readers and critics will now know that what
ave to say is not merely the expression of my own
onal standpoint towards politics for which I have
topriated the name * Fascism,” but also that of
man who holds the moral' copyright, so to speak,
the term, who has moulded the movement as it

scome. Hence, whatever people may think of
rinciples of Fascism, they will be bound to take
into consideration as they really are acknowledged
¥ and not as they would fancy them to be, with
.:tht a great deal of hostile criticism beside
int should henceforth be eliminated once and
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I wish also to tender my thanks very particularly to
the Rev. A. Vermeersch, Professor of Dogmatic
Theology at the Gregorian University in Rome, for
his kindness in reading through my first draft and for
the many suggestions he has contributed to make the
text more philosophically accurate. 1 am, moreover,
very much indebted to my friend, His Excellency,
Signor Emilio Brodrero, Under Secretary of State for
Public Instruction, who has helped me to elucidate a
number of delicate points touching the exact interpreta-
tion of fascist doctrine ; and to my young friend, Mr.
Henry John, for numerous useful suggestions and for
having introduced me to the works of Jacques Maritain
and Albert Valensin. These two writers base their
thought on that of their master, St. Thomas Aquinas,
and | have made conspicuous use of them ; for I have
found no happier combination exists for producing a
lucid exposition of difficult philosophical points than
that which is the outcome of the acute French logic of
these essentially modern Frenchmen, exquisitely neat
French expression and the incomparable wisdom of the
Angelic Doctor,

This itself is an additional reason why I have chosen
the scholastic method by which to expound the political
Philosophy underlying Fascism. It is the method of
common sense, the method, in its elementary stages,
most easily assimilated by the general reader. I
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consider, too, that Neo-Scholasticism is, taken as a
whole, the most vital school of Philosophy in Europe
to-day, the one which, more than any other, is capable
of assimilating what is of value in the other schools and
- so making for the greater philosophic progress.

In saying this, however, I do not wish to disparage
other methods. There is no greater admirer than
myself of the moderm mathematical school, of which
Mr., Whitehead is the most eminent exponent, and
although, with respect to Idealism, I consider there is a
fatal flaw in Hegelian logic, in which Idealism has
become only too commonly identified ; although I
consider the results of Hegelism to be on the whole,
and in certain departments wholly, pernicious, I have
- the very greatest respect for Professor Gentile, who is
- generally classed as a Neo-Hegelian (though perhaps
~ unduly, since he derives more from Vico than from
- Hegel), not only for his imperishable work as an
historian and pedagogue, but as the philosopher, who,
in the generations to come, is likely to be given a special
he of honour by those very schools that now oppose
, on account of his having paved the way for a
ine reconciliation between Idealism and Realism.
ss I find great difficulty myself in always follow-
thought, and when I do, I by no means always
elf in agreement with him. But I am quite
. many of his Neo-Scholastic critics very
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frequently misinterpret him ; and I have a shrewd
intuition that the above judgment will prove, in the
long run, to be the correct one.

For the rest, I have been careful to acknowledge in
the text or in footnotes the sources of information on
which I have drawn ; and at the end of the book I have
appended an ample bibliography of the works I have
consulted in the course of preparing the present work.

My own knowledge of Italy and of Italians dates
from my earliest childhood. Practically the first ten
years of my life were spent in Florence in the house of
my grandfather, the late Sir John Strachey, to whom
this work is dedicated, and with Italy I have never since
lost touch. Apart from minor visits, I spent nine
months in Italy in 1909, when I was nineteen years of
age, ten months in 1911, seven months in 1914 and
six months during the War as Jaison officer between
the British and Italian Air Forces. I was in Italy
during the seizure of the factories by the workmen in
1920, and since 1923 I have been living continuously
in Rome as my headquarters, and have had occasion,
during these years, of visiting, without exception,
every province of this fair land.

J.S.B.

Rome, September, 1927.




FACE BY HIS EXCELLENCY
.~ BENITO MUSSOLINI

,which I have the pleasure of prefacing is
2 n of a clear-minded English thinker who
tal and the Italians perfectly, and not less
‘Fascism. It is, therefore, a book destined to
—among men of good faith—that halo of
hension which for so many years has sur-
scism in the world at large and is due to
‘ which the principal are the following.
l things, a new movement that announces
.destroyer, not only in doctrine but also in
- principles universally considered and
bound to arouse violent hostility. It is
the logic of things that the international
mocratic, Liberal, Masonic and Bolshevist
i ,;-‘ﬁll'ioully anti-Fascist. The extent
the measure of the upheaval of ideas
by the Fascist Revolution. It is also
J -Fascist forces throughout the
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doctrine and its reality. This explains the crass
stupidity which embellishes the articles and speeches
of certain men who have the reputation of being
eminent in their own countries.

The misunderstanding of Fascism is due, besides, to
journalistic literature which has seized hold of the
exterior, episodical, picturesque and interesting aspects
of the Fascist Revolution, and has not paused to look
deeply into the matter ; the consequence is that the
public at large is left either in darkness or has obtained
a notion of Fascism that is superficial.

Lastly, there is the semi-philosophical hostility of
those who refuse to admit that Italy is capable of
initiating—for the third time in her history—new
forms of political civilisation. For these, history came
irrevocably to an end in 1789.

These three causes—with the minor ones it is useless
to concern ourselves—are sufficient to explain how it is
that, after five years of Fascist rule, the world is still
full of anti-Fascist prejudices.

Nevertheless, as bit by bit Fascist rule reveals its
formidable will and capacity to exdure, the speculations
which people used to make about its transitoriness, are
collapsing ; and the interest which thinking persons
are beginning to take in it, becomes evident. Lately
there appeared a book by a German professor,
Gutkind, and now his book is followed by this
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eresting, exhaustive volume by Barnes, an
ever reads it will convince himself that Barnes
g ed for his task. His work is, in fact, the
's'. 'a direct knowledge of the question : Barnes
’ 2 both in its doctrinal elaboration and in
, tellmnon. His book is not the result of
ur or a brief sojourn in Italy, but is the witness
who, having lived long in Italy, and knowing
jage and mind of Italians, is able to penetrate
ptimacy of things and see what a hurried and
traveller cannot see.
uable testimony 8f Barnes is expressed in the
| he has given his book. He has sought to
d to illustrate the universal aspects of
and he has succeeded. These aspects
tism is a purely Italian phenomenon in its
ression, but its doctrinal postulates have a
racter.  Fascism sets and solves problems
M to many peoples, and precisely to
‘Whe have experienced and are tired of
rule and of the conventional lies attached
act that the application of Demo-Liberal
ndividual outside and opposed to the
m nation to nation, in no wise
er of universality which these
from 1848 to 1914. In the
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same way the fact that Fascism possesses a specific and
original Italian stamp, does not prevent its principles
having an application in other countries, in other forms,
as indeed has already occurred. It is our proud
prophecy that Fascism will come to fill the present
century with itself even as Liberalism filled the nine-
teenth century. Through the experiment of two
Revolutions, the modern world has sought to escape
from Demo-Liberalism and the tragic contradictions of
Marx—that is, the Russian and Italian Revolutions.
On the first has already fallen the judgment of civilised
peoples : the experiment has been shown to be more
destructive than creative. For the second, ours, the
Fascist or Roman one, the experiment has been running
five years with eminently creative results : in the
institutions, the laws, the works, the very psychology
of a whole people. The Fascist experiment is so sure
of itself that it has been able to set out its programme of
political reform during the next few years. The
Fascist experiment is marching on : from the Labour
Charter to the new representation in the legislature.
Russia, on the other hand, is going back : there the
Revolution is undergoing a process of denying itself
both economically and politically. The Com-
munist system of economy has failed and the
dream of a world Revolution has set. Bolshevism,
after ten years, is standing hat in hand,
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k Barnes for his noble effort and wish his
the very best success among the English public,
also of the truly traditional friendship

sreat Britain and Italy. It is necessary,
ther things, for statesmen to convince them-
it it is impossible to have a foreign policy if



INTRODUCTION
§ I

ts have been made, more or less successfully, to
Science of Politics—Sociology, as it has been

ed solely on the facts of sociotogy
d

n and, where possible, of experi- Foiica
cts duly classified and analysed, 9"

\ emerge certain natural laws governing the
nan society. By natural laws are meant
the ordinary scientific sense, that is,

the character of successive approxi-

~of this kind is essentially amoral. It
ethod wholly inductive and empirical,
ory and of observation answers to such
following : Are there any general and
and, if so, what are they, that
encer, 1 believe, who first popularised the term

in his ambitious Principles of Sociology he failed,
eep the Science within the narrow meaning here
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entail the decadence or corruption of the body politic ?
Are there other conditions, and, if so, what, that are
invariably associated with the health and prosperity of
human societies ?*

Such a Science may be calculated, also, to throw
light, if only indirectly, on a number of practical
questions. For example : Given an end proposed by
a given Government in given conditions, what choice
of means are there by which that end may be furthered ?
And again: Given certain pathological conditions
affecting a particular community, what remedies are
available, if any, to restore to that community its
health ?

Macchiavelli may, with justice, be regarded as the
founder of Sociology. It is true that he was more of a
physician prescribing remedies for the ills from which
his country was suffering at the time than a man of
Science concerned mainly with the discovery of general
laws. But his nostrums were the fruit of the then
newly-stirring scientific spirit, fertilised by a passionate
desire to free Italy from foreign dominion,—that is,
they were the result of inductive and empirical reasoning
upon a number of carefully classified and analysed facts
bearing upon collective human nature and applied to
the end he had in view—facts, moreover, culled from

* Cf. Jacques Maritain, Une Opinion sur Charles Maurras et le Devoir
des Catholiques, p. 22, (Librairie Plon, Paris, 1926).
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et and acute observation of the society of his day
2 history. He was the first eminent writer on
ho adopted the modern scientific method, and,
many of the means he recommended can only
ribed as infamous, his various treatises remain a
use of worldly wisdom, which, even now, no
ve and practical statesman can afford altogether

n times, another Italian, Vilfredo Pareto,
h something of Macchiavelli’s wit and
 of style, but possessed of the fully developed
pirit of the present generation, has, with very
ble success, endeavoured to lay a secure
ﬁn' this Science.* And there are others,
distinguished, who have essayed the same
ly Durkheim, Le Play and Maurras, to
iree names with whose works I am personally
+ Students, too, of mob-psychology, like
 Bon and Graham Wallas, may be con-
anch of the same root.
ogy "' may be described, indeed, as the
gt > y 3 and, as the handmaiden of
the practising physician, so the hand-
logy is the practical statesman.
1y that a Science of this kind (assum-
ve the right to assume, that it has
o, Trattato di Sociologia.
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already shown itself capable of elucidating a number of
important laws and promises to achieve a considerable
development) deserves to be encouraged as an extremely
useful branch of study, being the synthesis, as Pareto
defines it (while admitting the definition to be imperfect)
of the special social Sciences of History, Jurisprudence,
Economics, etc.* To be versed in it should sharpen
the intuition and widen the experience of a statesman
and provide him with landmarks to guide him in the
piloting of the Ship of State, tempering his idealism
with the stern facts of reality.

Sociology, however, is itself only a branch of Political
Science in the wide sense of the term. It is of import-
ance to make this distinction, whether or not we
regard Political Science as an autonomous Science or as
the general term applicable to the whole group of
Sciences that bear directly upon politics. However
this may be, I insist that there can be no real Political

® It is generally considered that the father of modern Economics
is the Englishman, Adam Smith. It was the Romans, on the other
hand, who laid the foundations of modern Jurisprudence ; while the
pioneer of the Science or ** Philosophy " of History, was the Italian
Gian. Battista Vico (1688-1744), whose most prominent modern
representatives are two of his own countrymen, Benedetto Croce and
Giovanni Gentile. Later on I shall have occasion to discuss certain
aspects of these three special social sciences ; for Fascism stands for a
repudiation of certain doctrines developed in the course of the nine-
teenth century in a direction at variance with the classical principles

informing these sciences, developments associated with Philosophical
Idealism, the positive theory of Rights and the Manchester School of
Economics.
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e without at least a working theory of the true
A existence, whereby a Moral Philosophy
ends which Sociology, properly speaking,
ores. Rational progress is only possible
known to what end it is desired to progress.
itical Science, as I take it, may be said, on
d, to comprise Sociology, and, on the other,
rised by Philosophy, that is, by an Ethic, if
i Metaphysic also. [f I were to attempt a
: rl would put it thus : Political Science has
, on the one hand, the investigation of the
aracteristics of human society, regarded as
omenon, together with the demonstration
jormities as emerge from the study of human
er various conditions and phases of develop-
‘ 7y) 3 and, on the other hand, the ascer-
e ends that society fulfils, is capable of
ought to fulfil, together with the principles
‘ '\" it conduct with respect to the actions of
(Philowth)
¢ this distinction, in the first place,
wogy tells us of the construction
ng of the human body, from which we
rtain rules of physical health, granted
the practical question, in the light

by Phyuology how to maintain
sical hulth. If we include within this
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Science an examination of the effects of moral states of
mind on physical health, pathology and so forth, our
rules of health should be fairly comprehensive.
Similarly, rules of health and rules of material prosperity
may be deduced from Sociology for the body politic.
Did we assume, however, that physical health were the
sole end of human existence and, conversely, that
material prosperity were the sole end of human society,
we should already be stepping outside the respective
domains of Physiology and Sociology. We should be
subscribing to a materialistic Philosophy. It follows,
therefore, that Sociology, as defined, cannot really
stand by itself as the Science of Politics.

The truth is that Sociology, like every other empirical
science, is incapable itself of leading us anywhere in
the practical affairs of life. These Sciences merely
increase our hold over nature and so enable us to do
more easily and with less risk of failure what we choose.
They do not choose for us. They contain no
categorical imperative. They merely say, “ If you do
this or that, such and such a consequence or conse-
quences may be regarded as more or less certain to
ensue.”*

Sociology, for example, may affirm in a particular

* G. K. Chesterton bas put this point somewhere, very neatly, to
the effect that a law of nature can be recognised as much by resisting
it as by submitting to it, by out-manceuvring it or even using it against
itself, as in the case of the arch.



INTRODUCTION 7

to give now an example illustrative of this
ant distinction—that if a given Nation’s popula-
ntinues to increase in conditions which preclude
ate facilities for emigration or absorption through

el increase in industrial development, either a
a plague or a famine or a general lowering of the
d of life must, other things being equal, result.
Joes not, cannot prescribe the precise remedy.
have seen, however, I do not deny that Sociology
| our eyes to the means by which a given end
¢ effected ; but almost invariably it points to a
oice of means, and, if we subscribe to a Moral
shy, not all these means may be legitimate.
n the example just given, it might be supposed
e that the solution pointed to was the artificial
on of births, the end in view being the avoidance
ils enumerated. But is this means legitimate ?
ir we answer ““ yes "’ or “ no,” we imply some
Philosophy. And, again, is it the only remedy
? Not at all, it seems. For Sociology has a
al more to say on the subject. It may lay down,
rst place, with equal truth, that if the artificial
on of births be resorted to, certain other conse-
are likely to follow, such as the encouragement
and of selfishness, the decline of population
the limits of prudence, the rapid depopulation
untry-side (for a well-populated country-side
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depends on a system of peasant proprietorship or of
yeoman farmers, who are only capable of maintaining
themselves by means of large families), a dispropor-
tionate increase of wage-earners at the expense of that
section of the population which controls its own means

of livelihood, the concentration of the population in
cities with the attendant evil results of lowered vitality,
the influx of foreign elements on a scale calculated to
injure the ethnical homogeneity of the race, the weaken-
ing of the military strength of the nation vis-d-vis rival
powers, etc., all of which consequences, for instance,
France, where the artificial restriction of births is widely
practised, is in process of undergoing. In the second
place it points to other remedies, on all of which it can
offer some instruction, as, for instance, the raising by
other processes of the general standard of living,
coupled with an increase of opportunity for economic
advancement, resulting in later marriages and therefore
smaller average families and in greater opportunities
to sublimate the sexual passions, which constitute the
predominant vent for psychic energy only where the
standard of life is low, that is, with regard not only to
material conditions but in the absence of opportunities
. for pursuing intellectual pursuits and healthy physical
recreation. There is also the remedy of education in
the highest sense of the word, the inculcation of habits
of self-control, of a frugal life, of respect for one'’s
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s-kind, etc., to which end there is no influence
than that of Religion.

intend, however, to follow this point into
il. Iafford it as an illustration of the limits
‘teachings of Sociology and in order to emphasise
¢t that we must indeed know the ends for which
' is instituted, and subscribe to some kind of
psophy before Sociology can be of the least

aralism ”’ is the term used to denote that school
logists who fall into the error of supposing that
gy is the master-key of Political Science.
s should be well warned of this danger.
sts like Durkheim, Maurras and others, have
n thus confused the issue. Why is it that

li has earned for himself so evil a name ?

Religion, by which he could synthesise his
| estimate the true value of the means which he
ided. Au point de vue de la Science Politique,
lagcr de s'enclore dans I'empirisme comme
trine suffisante, et de refuser les synthéses plus
peuvent conduire @ la science proprement
r otk lon risque alors de tomber est celle du
politigue.* Sociology, in fine, “ #'ess

. tain, Une Opinion swr Charles Maurras et le Devoir
kes, p. 47, (Librairic Plon, Paris, 1920).
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que la préparation, la phase de déblaiement expiri-
mental qui précide la sciemce.”* It may be, like
Macchiavelli’s Principe, a treasure-house of worldly

wisdom ; or it may reveal to us, in masterly fashion,
as in Pareto’s Trattato di Sociologia, the effects on the
general health and prosperity of the body politic of
different institutions, constitutions, laws, customs,
religions, philosophies, habits of thought and emotion,
systems of economy, climate, topography, etc., etc., in
varying or analogous conditions. It may be deemed,
indeed, the wade-mecum of the practical statesman.
But unless the statesman possess also a Religion or a
Philosophy, even if it be only a practical philosophy
or one intuitioned as through a glass darkly, or, to say
the least, a definite #eltanschauung, Sociology can be
of no practical use to him whatever.

§ 11

It follows, therefore, that every political school or
movement must have an underlying, if not altogether
The a conscious, political Philosophy ; and if
Ymeers@y a political movement is to have any per-
Fascim.  manent or universal worth, it is of the
utmost importance that the political Philosophy under-
lying it should be true.

The purpose of this book, as the title denotes, is to

* Ibid, p. 24. Cf. Aristotle, Metaphysics, 1, 980, b. 26.
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the universal aspects of Fascism. Now, the
ately universal aspects of Fascism are the
ophy underlying the movement, and its #eltan-
g. Inasenseitis stretching it a little far to call
ese things Fascism, particularly the first ;
sophy underlying Fascism existed before
3* andits #Weltanschauungisonlyan emphasison
alities of the human spirit, the value of which,
f themselves, has never been called in question.
rth I have decided to call these things
only because they are, indeed, the stuff of
scism is made and the rock upon which

18 building a new political order and a new type
y ‘ , it is this movement, called
ich is bringing once more into honour, in
inds, the truths enshrined in the old Philosophy.
e is another quasi-universal aspect of

is the new political order, the new
in other words, the new institutions,
ement is bringing into existence—an
not absolutely universal, because what
jon will not necessarily suit another, living
conditions, at different times, with different
ics and different needs. But all the greater

ore Fascism does not imply that, in the meantime,
1, nor that Fascism itself may not have given a
development. Truth is a vital principle. If it
develops ; but it grows consistently. Within
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civilised States of the present day have much in common,
perhaps more in common than is usually supposed.
The industrialisation of production, distribution and
exchange, and the rapid means of transport and com-
munication, have levelled the world up and down.
We are all ill with much the same kind of maladies,
less virulent here than there, but most of them prevalent
everywhere. Most of the great Powers have the same
order of problems requiring solution, the problems of
Capital and Labour, of the glaring inequalities in the
distribution of property, of the greater or lesser ineffi-
cacy of the parliamentary system, of the instability of
Governments, of general discontent and restlessness,
etc., etc,, etc. Most people are perplexed and know
not where to turn for a solution. State Socialism,
which is the reductio ad absurdum of Capitalism® in
that it would level everybody down to a salaried,
propertyless, proletarian class, is more and more coming
to be recognised asa bankrupt policy, Red Syndicalism

* I use the term ** Capitalism " here in its restricted sense, as
contrasted with * Distributism,” e.g., as that economic system which
tends to concentrate the means of production into the hands of the
few and to reduce the vast majority of people to the status of wage-
earners, with little opportunity for saving—each according to his
class—beyond what is barely necessary to keep body and soul together
when old age, sickness or temporary unemployment becomes their lot.
There are of course other characteristics of ** Capitalism " (against
which Fascism sets its face), as for instance : the habit of mind of
regarding production in terms of profits only, of regarding labour
solely as a commodity and prices as being properly determinable by
the interplay of supply and demand rather than with reference to the
cost of production.
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olshevism as spelling red ruin. Liberalism is
where an an@mic plant, and most of the so-called
ervative Parties all the world over differ little in
ple from the Liberal, except as being less inclined
t with Socialism. Fascism, on the other hand,
8 to be an alternative remedy for the present
tents to that offered by the extremists of the Left,
is the only important alternative remedy in the
if we discount the false optimism of “ wait and
For it may well be possible that the institutions
Fascism is cautiously bringing into existence in
ind slowly perfecting, may prove to be adaptable
2re.  In so far as they are, Fascism has here too
niversal message. Part of the present work
irdingly deal with the Fascist programme and
chievements ; but the core of the book will
} the Philosophy underlying the movement,
h of which, I hope, if not altogether to prove—
excludes such a task—at least to illustrate
ing manner.

Y.

§ III
refrain from discussing outside this
1 are the vicissitudes of the fascist Be.
'3 the ephemeral episodes of its Fasclst
t; the pros and cons. of the
es adopted to secure its triumph ;
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its various excesses ; its picturesque aspects, and so
forth. Something, on the other hand, will be said
here of the personality of Mussolini ; while a chapter
will be dedicated to the history of the movement, more,
however, with the object of demonstrating its traditional
character than to set out a chronicle of events.

Fascism has come as a Revolution. Italy is still in
a state of Revolution. We have here, in fact, a
Revolution in many ways as fundamental as the French
or Russian Revolutions. We have a Revolution, not
because there has been brought into power a new
economic class of people (though, indeed, an altogether
different type of people has been brought into power) ;
not because the philosophical order of ideas underlying
Fascism, nor yet its /eltanschauung, possess any
startling novelty ; but because Fascism represents a
complete reversal of the fundamental principles govern-
ing the theory of politics that have increasingly held
sway in most civilised countries during the past few
generations, and because it is bringing into being a
new kind of political organisation, utterly different
from the prevailing order and copied in no sense (in
spite of certain resemblances) from anything that has
been attempted hitherto. Lastly, we have here a
Revolution because changes are being effected more or
less abruptly and extra-constitutionally (however well
it may be camouflaged), and this through the action of
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rity, possessed of a creed and the zeal of mission-
tho seized power in the first instance by violence,
‘with the passive consent of the vast majority of
| citizens, sick to death of the old order. Since
hion among certain sections of the Opposition
‘deny that any Revolution has taken place, in
allow no excuses for certain fascist excesses,
ask, having stated the case with exactness,

, indeed, constitutes a Revolution ?*
unately excesses are the inevitable accom-

of every great Revolution. Excesses—by
'_ n acts of violence or persecution committed
persons or groups of persons, with or without
ce of an extra-legal revolutionary authority
ever morally justifiable. But every fair-minded
ith a knowledge of human nature as it is, will,
ircumstances of a Revolution, make allowances
ion lets loose human passions. Funda-
ciples are at stake, which both sides regard
cting the well-being of society, of all that
reverence. Every Revolution presents
s to unscrupulous and undesirable persons
sting to exploit the situation to their personal
for indulging in crime. Numbers of

m mply shows in his La Révolution Dreyfusienne,
{a n is a change of ideas.
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agents provocateurs insinuate themselves into the ranks
of the revolutionary Party and attempt to discredit the
movement from within by one disreputable means or
another. New men, adventurous spirits, who, at the
time of insurrection, gained distinction by qualities of
leadership in the field, come to occupy positions of
authority in Government, for which they are morally
or temperamentally unfitted. Abuses of power conse-
quently result ; and only gradually is it possible for
the higher authority, however well-intentioned and
however strong, to eliminate them, except at the risk of
jeopardising the whole movement—for each of these
revolutionary chiefs, by the very fact of their gift for
leadership (not commensurate, however, with their
sense of discipline or responsibility) will have a consider-
able local personal following, which it might be fatal
to alienate.

To be fair, the excesses of a Revolution must be
judged in comparison with the excesses of other equally
important Revolutions, by the progressive diminution
of the excesses as the Revolution runs its course, and
by the efforts made by the Government to put a stop
tothem. The following paragraphs will deal with these
points.

There are many persons, opposed to Fascism, who
consider the French Revolution as a great emancipating
movement which has conveyed immense benefits on
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. Yet consider the awful horrors that occurred
he principles of that Revolution were at stake |
ﬂ!le persons wish them away if, by so doing,
eously wished away what they consider
ofici relulu ? And what of the horrors of the
h Rebellion 7 The atrocities committed by
‘_ bu mild in comparison with those committed
¢ Irish ; and if the latter may be comparable to
committed in Italy by the Communists,* the
f _sanctioned by the British Government and
d bya specially recruited force of éravoes, when
pre regular, though possibly more costly, means
ave been employed to deal with the situation,
more reprehensible than those ordered by the
, who, before becoming themselves the Govern-
in the face of an impotent Liberal Ministry,
pther alternative means at their disposal, if
re to be saved from economic ruin. Thirdly,
f the unparalleled horrors of the Russian Revolu-

>

uth is there is hardly an example in history of
n so little abounding in excesses as the
tion. Moreover, the worst excesses

mmltted by the other side. Again, the

'\J i, The Awakening of Italy, (Methuen, London, 1924),
| accurate and documented account is included of the Com-

tted in Italy before the Fascist march on Rome.
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fascist excesses have been sporadic. They have never
been part of the fascist programme except at the time
when the Fascists were breaking the power of the
Communists by reprisal, before the reins of Govern-
ment fell into their hands. Since then every effort has
been made by the Government to put them down
(including every kind of reprisal committed by local
fascist organisations). It was not easy at first to wean
certain elements from the mentality engendered during
the period preceding the march on Rome ; and for
reasons stated above, it was not always possible to
impose discipline. But the fact remains that each
year, since the advent of Fascism to power, the excesses
have diminished. This fact is incontestable. Gradu-
ally the irresponsible and undisciplined elements have
been and are still being eliminated. Between the years
1923-1927, literally thousands of Fascists have been
imprisoned for committing excesses ; thousands, for
no other reason, have been expelled from the ranks of
the Party. Literally scores of Prefects have been
retired for failing to maintain order when Fascist
bands, acting, albeit, under gross provocation, vented
their wrath from time to time on members and organisa-
tions of the Opposition.

The last excesses committed of any considerable
gravity are already, at the time of going to print, nearly
one year old, namely, those following the two consecu-
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ttempts on Mussolini’s life in the autumn of
. What was the answer of the Fascist Govern-
? The prosecution and imprisonment of
reds of Fascists, the expulsion from the ranks of
irty of hundreds more, the dismissal of a large
er of Prefects, the strengthening of the numbers
thority of the regular police, and the assumption
» Ministry of the Interior by Mussolini himself,
ler that his great prestige and authority might be
ed directly on the preservation of order and the
ment of discipline.*
Y, it may be said, in this connection, to the
the ﬁscut Revolution, that, the death-roll has
gly small in comparison with that entailed
Revolutions.  The total death-roll of
n is little more than 4,000 ; and of these
half have been incurred by the revolu-
aselves. The victims of the Revolution
carcely 2,000 | Compare the figures of the
d Russian Revolutions, and the result must
| as quite exceptional.t
nother similar point, which may be cited
of the Fascist Revolution. The economic

pular issued to the Prefects by Mussolini on his assuming
ter of the Interior is a document pregnant with evidence
he Government to put an end to every kind of excesses.
~;¥' official jigures issued by the Moscow Government,
scuted over 1,800,000 persons between 1918 and 1923,
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life of Italy has invno way suffered in the process. On
the contrary, the country, which perhaps more than any
other country suffered economically from the effects
of the War, has in the interval been set magnificently
on its feet again. Italy has actually recovered more
rapidly and from a worse position than any other of the
big European Powers involved in the Great War. The
Government deficit has been converted into a surplus.
The same is true of the railway budget. Inflation has
ceased ; the commercial budget has greatly improved ;
the value of the lira has been maintained relatively
steady. Unemployment has diminished, despite a
continued, remarkable decrease in emigration, and a
formidable increase in the population each year by close
on half a million souls—facts which point to the
ability of Italian industry to absorb a rapidly increasing
demand for employment, without any appreciable
lowering of wages as measured by their purchasing
power. Government services, too, have conspicuously
bettered their efficiency ; hygiene and housing con-
ditions have improved ; while the conditions of the
working classes with respect to opportunities for
recreation, to insurance against old age, invalidity,
accident and unemployment, and to hours of labour,

have all made distinct progress.
This is, indeed, a remarkable achievement for a

Revolution. And if there are causes for Italy’s rapid
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and present relative prosperity independent of
ion and legislation of the fascist Government, no
ia ebserver can deny the greater part of the
Mussolini and his collaborators. The doing
ikes and lock-outs, the new spirit of good-
dered between masters and men, the
nie _effected in the bureaucratic machine, the
pugn," the drastic collection of taxes, the
nsive measures adopted to improve the lot of
rn Italy, are six points for which Fascism can
ately take all the credit; and together
nt for most of the economic ground

e is another point with which I wish to deal
| here alone. Fascism is held up by its op-
s a ,.tbe enemy of Liberty. The principles

the fascist conception of Liberty will be
er on in the proper place. Here I only
sise the fact that exceptional restrictions
yare necessitated in revolutionary times, just as
in war-time. A Revolution is a fight, a fight
opposing principles for the soul of the
No compromise, is possible between Parties

Jiametrically opposite principles, considered
ly affecting the welfare and happiness of
nce a revolutionary Government cannot
the issues are still at stake, the



