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- We who write this, listed among the so-called “intellectuals” of our
= generation, people trained, at least, to think for ourselves and hence,
_to a degree for our time and our people—we have' no faintest desire
" to exaggerate either our talents or our influence. Yet on the other
= hand, we are not humble, especially with respect to the power that
measures itself in dollar signs and’ ciphers, the thought that is not
thought, but merely the stereotype of habit, the action that is not
will, not choice, but the reflex of fear. Why should we as a class be
humble? Practically everything that is orderly and sane and useful in -
America was made by two classes of Americans; our class, the class of
brain workers, and the “lower classes”; the muscle workers. Very well,
we strike hands with our true comrades. We claim our own and we
reject the disorder, the lunacy spawned by grabbers, advertisers, traders,
speculators, salesmen, the much-adulated, immensely stupid and irre-
sponsible “business men”. We claim the right to live and to function.
It is our business to think and we shall not permit business men to
teach us our business. It is also, in the end, our business to act.

We have acted. As responsible intellectual workers we have aligned
ourselves with the frankly revolutionary Communist Party, the party of
the workers. In this letter, we speak to you of our own class—to the
writers, artists, scientists, teachers, engineers, to all honest professional
workers—telling you as best we can why we have made this decision
and why we think that you too should support the Communist Party
in the political campaign now under way.
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