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General Reinhard Gehlen is a professional military and
intelligence officer. Until his retirement on 30 *April 1968,
he was President of the Bundeanachrichtendienst (BED), the•
West German Federal Intelligence Service, as well as chief
of its predecessor organizations formed at the end of World
War II.

• General Gehlen was born 3 April 1902 in Erfurt. He
curreztly lives in Berg on the Sternberg Lake near Munich.
He finished his formal schooling in 1920 and entered the mili-
tary- service directly. He received his commission as second
lieutenant in 1923 and served his initial tours of duty in
the horse artillery. He married in 1931 afid.in 1935 he at-
tended the War Academy-in Berlin. At that time he held the
rank of captain. By 1939 and shortly before the outbreak of
World War II, he was promoted* to major. Be participated in
the 'Polish campaign, but 'by 1940 he Was transferred toe
headquarters post. At 'that time he became an aid 'to.
Genera/ Helder,. who.Was Chief of the General Staff. :Be was
promoted to lieutenant colonel in 1941 and became thief of
Fremde Heere Oat in 1942, '(rremde 'Heere 06 .t/Toreign Armies
Easf7 .was that section of the German High Command charged
wItEresponsibility for charting the' enemy order of battle
on the eastern front. It was, essentially an evaluation unit
and worked closely with the Abwehr. It did engage in line
crossing operations as' the war progressed, however.) Gehlen
received his promotion to colonel soon after taking over
Fremde Heere .Ost and by 1944 was promoted .to .brigadier gen-
eral. /.32 the course of preparing estimates on enemy order
of battle, he reached the conclusion as early as 1943 that
the German cause'on . the . eastern front was lost,;AliThis con-
tinued pessimistic evaluations led to a reprimand from Hitler,
'and in the last days of the war he wee relieved of command
by order of Hitler, Long before that day General Gehlen had

• already consulted with senior members of hia staff and made
•plans to continue their efforts against the Russians after
- the inevitable capitulation of the German Army, but in co-
operation' with the American Army; General Gehlen conse-
quently cached his files in the Bavarian -Alps and withdrew
to that area in 'the final days of the war. He subsequently
surrendered to the Americans, and after his initial POW de-
briefings, he presented his plan for the continued collection
of order of battle information of the Soviet Armies.
General Gehlen was motivated by his strong view that the po-
sition of the Soviet Army so deep in Europe constituted a
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real threat to Western civilization. His views were so
strong that he was able to convince his captors of these
views. He was then flown back to Washington in 1946 for
further debriefings, and the decision was made at the G-2
level to allow General Gehlen to reform his unit and to per-
mit him to engage in a collection effort against the Soviet
Army in Eastern Europe. Some
were appropriated for this effort. --erSfieral Gehiciii)hil6666did
in reforming his unit and retrieving most of his files. He
operated under G-2 sponsorship from 1946 until 1949 when.CIA
assumed responsibility for the.Gehlen .organization as it was
then known. From 1949 until 1956 General Gehlen devoted his
full energies to legalizing his organization as the West
German Federal Intelligence Service. He achieved this goal
in March 1956 and thereby became its first president. He
became directly responsible to the Chancellor's officer.
After legalization he strove to develop his organization
into a world-wide intelligence service having collection ca-
pabilities and ltaison on a world-wide basis. He has gone a
lohg way toward accomplishing this goal.

•
As a personality General Gehlen still remains essentially

a professional military officer in habits and attitudes
though he never entered on active duty after World War II.
He is, however, a lieutenant general in the reserve. At one
time he was an accomplished horseman though he no longer per-
mits himself this luxury, primarily because of time consid-
erations. He is a family man and has four children. It is
believed General Gehlen leads a quiet life outside of his
Official duties. In all things he is essentially conserva-
tive, He rarely entertains, and he does not drink. His
English is fluent, and he is socially poised and very much
at ease among senior American officials. Since his retire-•
ment he has been engaged in writing his memeirs and compil-
ing a history of the END.

General Gehlen was succeeded on 1 May 1968 by General
Gerhard Wessel, his adjutant in Fremde Heere Ost, who was
instrumental in assisting in the formation of the Gehlen or-
ganization. Wessel has served with the BND, the West German
Ministry of Defense, and the NATO Military Committee in
Washington and Brussels.
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DOB/POD: 11 Feb -1937. in Berlin 

DOWPOB:_jt_azjalksaja
28 Feb 1943 in Lieglitz

GEHLEN I Herta

GEHLEN, HcrtL CI:arlotte- 	 Helene
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FAMILY. BI . DATA

Frearich-Wilhelm von SEYDLITZ"DOB/POB:
KURZBACH

Meta Von SEYDLITZ-KURZBACH 
OSb: !2:1QHN17..ti	

DOD/POB:

Rsinhard GEHLEN : (who se_l r, _e

:IILoRLD:  Katherina DUERRWA.NG;111 (wko zee )
(NEE: GEHLEN
ZIrisinph RV4-71,7 

Marie Therese GEHLEN 
Dorothse_GEHLEN

OTB:a RELArIVES WaFSW1110...i

. SPOUS;.= 1902 in ErfurtDOD/POB:  2 Apr

RANK:EOD:

POSIT 'Oil
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1. Gshlen van '‘It..L!rnewyck

3. Reinhard

4. Erfurt-Germany

5. 3 April 1-'92

6a GPrman

Sb

7. German

6. Walther - German

9. Katharine - German

lo. 1937 - 1945 German Tehrmacht

1946 - Present: merchant

--. 10, Guenthersburg Allee

Frankfurt a/M.
c/o Dr. Erhardt

12. married

a) ---
b)

---

13. ---

14. 174	 darkblond

blue

none

15. ---
b)

. Switzerland.italy,Austria

b) Authorized Crossing Points

c) 20 June 1949

d) one year

17) ---

16) on business

19	 no

40

b)

21 no

22	 none

23	 Armed Forces, Brigadier General

NSDAP :	 no

24	 , classified: not conce-ned

25	 none
b) none

26

27	 expenses will bP paid by friends

26

29	 H 519 712

3 :larch 1947
a/m•

',7,raqiriPnt
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10 Personal Beekground

Full names Reinhaviaellan
Ust4 of birth: 3 Aril 1902
Tame oftdrths Frfurt/Tharingia

. VetlArolityl German, no previous nationalities.

20 /Kariba/ States

• Theme of vitas Berta Gehlen, nee von seydlits-Kntabaoh
Data of births 17 APril

• Moe ofbirths Leoftelasestm silesia
aerman

Childrmn-:

.Katheorlaatiablen
ariatophtehlan
waris4herese Gehl=
Dorothea aehlan	 .

4.) Father
.Fell name* Walther aohlen .
Date of Ibirthi 224 Jay 1871
Date of doceates 1943
Nationality: German

5•) mottor

Fail names' . Katherina Geblen, nee von Vaernenyok
Date of births 12 June 1881
Date of &ceases 1921
Nabionraitis aerman

6.) Firther-tri4,*	 _

Full 118Mei li'iddriCh.-171.1b01211 von scyOlite-rurzbach
Dote of births J. October 1873
Nationality: German

7.) Niother-in-Tar

yell names *iota von scrilitss-rurebe6h, nee 7:loan

Date of blvths 29 July 1882
Nationality: Norman

3o)
kge
Age 13
Ago 9
Age 7

D ECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY
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GATE 2005

EduCation

1908 — 1920 liumnistisohen Gymnasium Drees:len, vith graduation.



9.) Itilitarz service

April 1920
Doe. 1923
1928

193
193'i -1935

193 - 1938
1938 - 1939
1939
rept.- Nov. 193r/
Wova932 sPring 1940
sPring 19t)-paU19ZO
rail 1940 - spring 1942

sing 1942 - spring 1945

Tntared military service (artillery)
Promotion to Lieutenant
Promotion to ?fret lieutenant
General staff &widow
Promotion to Captain
General Staff ataignmont
Battery commander
Promotion to Nader. •
Chief-of-staff 2134 Inf. Div.
Chief of livaifttest/oni Section. General staff
Adjutant to Chief of Omura staff
section chief loielin the Paperhaelot for Plane and

Operations (operationeabtsilung)
Chief of the Department 'Tres& 1esr0 Eft"

10.) Political Background

No membership to any political party or affiliated associations at am time,

2



.Englitsh, same French.

Entered military service (artnlery).

Commissioned-SeOond Lieutenant.

Promoted to First lieutenant.
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Biographio Data Report on ex*Oeneral Reinhard GEBtEN 

Lolffal6 Reinhard (ex-Brigadier Genera/ )

Persona/ data: Born 3 April 1902 in Rc.fart. Thuringia. Protestant.

Married; four children.

	

Graduated from Rumanistisohes Oymnasium, Breslau, 1920. 	 1.6.
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Staff.

Adjtttt to General./i4DEN Chief of General Staff.
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Remarks: 

Reinhard OMEN was born the on of German Army First Lieutenant Wal4r
OMEN. His father left the military service a 'few years after Reinhard -
was born and became a itterately successiU business mans and spent the
leapt...LW of his years as Director of a Pablisking House in *Dreslau until
his death in 1943.
Up until 194a Reinhard OEHLER followed a routine career pattern .similar

to other professional. army officers: His promotions can be .consideret

consistent with other officers. His highest tactical comaand. Aviation was

that of a company commander.

In April of,1942 GEHLEN, then a Colonels was assigned to take over the •

lintelligenae group "Frende-Ileere Oat" or ',Foreign Armies East' under the

'High . Cesatiand of the !rely. Hiimission with this unit at that tiese was: to
.	 •

obtainall:possible • intialligence malarial dealing with the militery,.polit•

ioal.andmoonomic situation existing in the USSR andthe-southeistern.•
European countries. He gave an a1le'deioni4ation:op :hiesseIf yntp. in
_ . .

April 1916 be was relieved of his poet upon the persona/ order Of

--. AIMEE.. •

OEMEN.reportedly has never been a member of any political party or faction.
e . feli: end hatred for Oramennism. According to the 7th fray interrOgm■.

.	 •.-
tienTreiOrtlitedll June . 1.9451ERLEN was reported to anticipate a RusSiii■

allied conflict.

professes to •stand for a xmitsd western Europe built around a Franoo• • .
.•

;Gerrates:;',14S;- for collaboration with Fogland and the United States, for

• sodiWieiOri but not socialialas for the review of such Dociapation end
• .

ininstices n as Vor Criminal Trials. and • seme aspects. of 'delimit-
lie does .not favor the rexalitarization of Demon except as

of Western European Defense, In the intelligence field he believes •

easill: country such as Germany ahould have a unified service, .

1



EXCER?'.u.j.. 1 .1.00/1 FS :;MA:.:'.1 Aii 10EV-7,IC:.Sa, by Mil:en ThorN4.4.6.

Refer•nces to General Galilee

rage 10 — re launching of Russian Offensive 12 January 1945,,

The Gemara Staff of the German Army built up no illusions

for itself concerning tho scale of this oplasive. General Gehlen,
•	 •	 ',	 .

head of tho &astern Amy, Whec2=e1SOM:thrteCtl Who consolidated the

reports concerning the eastern roc, was both a slcila1111 and a

conscientious man in his work, vitlesc estimates of the deployment

of Soviet Troops and the Soviet plans for attack carried an in-

contostible weight. Onderian had no reason to question the reliohn  ity

of his colleague. The Soviet dispositions were all	 re alarming

Inasmuch as now only the ra:inants of the areas conquered during 19141

and 1942 separated the Soviet armies fro:. German;,. itself. In East

Prussia, Ruseism troops already were on German territory, and the

Late of the German civilians who were overtaken by surprise in t.t•

late autumn of 19/414 in Mccriersderf ad °oldie), includir murder, rape,

looting and deportation, forced corisideratiol! of the inLinent develop-

ments with anxiety
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NA2: WlR CR IMES DISCLOSUR
DATE	 2001	 2005
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page 25 

The reports v4dak Gallen pre:JoLAd since novanLor in regard

to the numerical strength of the Soviet forces arid thoir artillery,

armor and planse, had at first impressed Guderialss improbable.

However, they were repeatedly demonstrated as being true and as early

as December 1244, the numerical ratio had risen to 9:1 between the

Russian ead German divisions on the Vistula front; to 61 betwoon the

Rueeian and German armor; to IOU between the Russisi and German artillery

and in some sectors had even reached a ratio of 151. The ratio of air

paaer between the two could net any longer be gauged in terms of =aerie&

ratios
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"Guderian was stared out of his trend of thought as the door of

the compartment opened. In the doorway stood General Gallon. He hal;

Oome in once moro to discuss the general presentation of thc situation

to the Ftihrer.

"Gehlen i s sharply chiselled face was pale, with a yellowish under-

tone. He suffered from stomaeh ulcers, the occupation disorder coamon to

numerous overworked General Staff officers.

Herr Generaloberst", he said, "I have completed an additional

special report concerning the respective ratio of military strength

of the area surrounding the Baranov bridgehead, which takes into con-

aideration the very latest substantiating data. According to this informa-

tion the enemy is deployed on a 90 kilometer front with five infantry

armies, six armored corps, two self-contained armored corps sad ilve
ftssimsarmored brigades. The ratio of infantry strength now amounts to 11:1

in favor of the enemy; in armor it is 7:1 and in artillery it is 20:1.

The Russian artillery deployment at many points amounts to 250 artillory4=0'

pieces per kilometer. The conclusions are so evident that they Should Ej3.11
"maw,
flmsw.
rz,t4ge.,-1

ammo

ZA01:0
441,5A.

convince even the Fahrerof the fact that we are facing a catastrophe

at the Daranov bridgehead uilless something is done....

"Ouderian looked uquare into Gehlen t s face. Even Gehlen still

judged the situation on the basis of reasoning. He had no contacts

with a world in which decisions are reached on the haois of instinct,

inspiration and moods. Guderial L4244.To sad began to pate back and

forth.

" I Gehlen l , he aald, t today is our last chance. If the armored
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..11ai-119"

er6-

ffrIA	 errSoOdes;

rrit 41;1

trT;rveLctr:si:

gg't 02.

divisions in the Wost are set on the march as late as tonight, the-.;

etill could arrive in time to avert the worst....,

"In his mind's. eye he still saw the Christmas Eve of 1944, in

which he had resumed the 1-.attle for the armored units in the Ardenno.

The Ardenne Offensive had begun December 16th. Chi the 22nd of December

it was already clear that the offensive had been alai. cred.

"For this reason, on Christmas Eve, the 24th of December, Ouderiah

had attempted to effect with Hitler the immediate transfer to the Eastern

Front, a move promised in this event, of the assault divisions which were

no longer revired for a defensive action in the West.

"Hitler's attention, however, with the obstinacy of the fruetrated,

had remained fixed on the Ardenna. He insisted that the inithtive

remained in his hand both now as heretofore. He (Ouderian) bad mis-

represented the magnitude of the daager from the East. The statistics

concerning the Russian concentrations were simply invented. 'Allusions

to the fate threatening the Ynst German populace he had at first ignored,

then refuted with A remark thAt the Prussians in the days of Frederick

the Great had also been called an to make sacrifices, and that he also

could demand that the Germans make sacrifices for his so. Tho Atmosphere

of that Christmas EV3 still were vivid in Guderian i s memory - Along with

the willfully desired leek of fmailiarity with conditions in the East, not

only on the part of Hitler, but also in the case of Jodi, who had never

visited one of the P.ents; their clinging to long chsolted concepts, and —

;D Guderian felt intlitively	 in Jodi's case, with a lack of comprehemaion

on the part of the Smith Germans for the fate of the Sast.

"During the same night, dudcrian had returned to Zoseen. Enr,uto ho



received the news that Budapest had been lost. Arriving in Zossan,

he received a further communication to the effect that the Panzerkorpe

which had been stationed as an aassult reserve farce behind the

Vistula front in accordance with a direct order from Ziegonberg, had been

ordered transferred to Hungary for . purposes of recspturing a foreign

capita. This, however, VMS the °roan point of the defeat (for Oudoriaa),

to have a part of tho Reserves, which had been palatally retrieved from

the Eastern Front, simply transferred, by order originating Wove Marian,

to another position.. .....



page 34 

"Then the contest had started. As on Christmas Eve, Hitler refused

to aeknowledge the threat from the East. he refused to recoehize that

his bitterly hated oppotiont, Stalin, had the power to order o such

great forces. With the lack of re5traint of someone mho inwardly senses

his error, he still expounded the illusion of the insufficiency of the

Russian armies, which had been pursuing him since 1941. He had never

relinquished the belief that Stalin l e reservoir of manpower must someday

run dry. Now he again was of the opinion that this had occurred. Again

he spoke of the orandomly conscripted rabble" and of the uPlunderdivisione

which Stalin still could mustor up. He screamed that General Gehlen, in

company with his estimates, belonged in an insane asylum. Ho ignored

Onderian l e objections that Hitler, on that basis, could have him, Guderian,

committed to the saic asylum, since he concurred in Gehlen i s opinion.. 	
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page 3,:5

"Guderian stOTed his ...racing. 'We must achieve it todw l , he

reiterated, 'This-is the last chance left. for LIB. Gehlen, don't let

ywrself be swayed by anythinz during aur conference. Reuain calm

.and collected, even if the Fahrer permits timself.to be drawn into

insulting the General Staff ond you personally..."

"Gohlen urderstood. He spread out ido cards and pK)ors. While

ho was thus occupied, Guderlon continued his pacing up and down. III

repeat once -more, the most important points of our presentation,' ho &aid.

1. Iumediato relingguichment of the Kurland Front.

2. Transfer of the armored forces from the West to the faSt befanothe

night is over.

3. In event of refusal, a miniMum of Withdrawal of the over—extended

sector of the 4th Army in cast Prussia .and saving of some divisions

89 reserves.

4. Operation "Schlittenfahrt" of Hoorosgruppe A — withdrawal of our curved

frontal position between the Vistula btidgeheads at Pulawy and Daranov

and the Vistula, shortly before the Russian attack, Assault type.

defense before the PulaRy bridgehead. A fending off	 of defenie

from the Daranov bridgehead to the Silesian tord
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"Gudorim, with a face revealing the inner en:Alen wicli now gripped

him, took his place at Hitler l s loft aide, a practice that had been adopted

since the bomb explosion of July 20th, YrUch had destroyed Hitlertc

right eardrum. Durin,:,, this time, Hitlor gazed across at Odhlen, who

just stood upright with an uncomunicative expression on his face. Hitler

.sensed in Jehlen the porconIficatiol: of cold, unyielding reality, Uhich ho

did not want to hoar or recognize, or to which he did not want to surrender.

before it finally engulfed him and his pans paid the price of his obstinacy

in the East, South or ?iest. His face took on an expression of rejection.

Then he heard Guderian l a voice....

Ahrer, "began GUderian, "I came • back here again today to present

the facts to you personally, since it has been established with certainty,

.according to all our information, that the Russian winter offensive, target.

Berlin, will open in three days . On the 12th of January. I should like once'

again, as on the 24th and the 31st of December, to report to you in full

candour, the detailn of the situation eg,the eastern front and for this

purpose, hme brought with me General Gehlen himself, who can present to you

all corroborating details you MT,/ desire 	 	 • • • r I
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I, Friedrich-Wilhelm Ruebesamen, do hereby acknowledge that I have this

date received the sum of DM 10,024.00 (ten thousand and tw3nty-four Deutsche

Marks) from the Government of the United States of America. In accordance

with the agreement under which these funds mere entrusted to me, I have purchased

with.these.funds on behalf of the United States Government one Opel Repitaen,

motor number 2,51,52-09000, license number B 55-3563. This vehicle VW

purchased by me in the name of Sinduver G.m.b.H., located at Nikolaistr. 1,

in the city of '`uenchen.

In consideration for the delivery of these funds to Me and for the

subsequent granting of this vehicle into my custody, and in consideration 	 4

for such other benefits as T have received or shall receive from the

Government of the United States, its Agencies or representatives, I do

hereby agree as follows.

• It is understood and agreed that this vehicle, although officially

registered in the name of Sinduver G.m.b.H., is now and will remain the

sole property of the United States Government; and that it is to beheld

subject to the direction of the United States Government or its authorized .

representatives and that I-have no personal proprietary interest in or claim

upon ...this vehicle; and that in the eVant of my death or disappearance, or

AtaUch.other time as the United States Government or its authorized

representatives shall designate at its discretion this vehicle shall be

returned into the possession of the United States Government, and that

, neither I, nor ny estate, nor my heirs, shall have any claim upon it.

It is further understood And agreed that this vehicle may not be sold,

pleda64:er otherwise obligated by me or my representatives or agents for

,a0;reaioii , .whatsoever, without specific authorization in writing from the

:.:,,EriaAècl'Stat'es:Covernment or its authorized representatives.



Re ard von.Gehlen
Borg am StEirntergersee
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It is further understood and agreed that this contract shall not be

construed to grant to me, or my agents or representatives any righLs or

privileges not specifically stated herein; and that I shall be personally

responsible and liable to the United States Gevernnent for the proper

'custody of this vehicle.

Fkt• qaiefereezi'KOet,
Friedrich44ilholm Ruebe sawn
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,:,GENERAL .GEHLEN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE GERMAN- INTELLIGENCE
...	 •	 -

• •

SERVICE, WAS CALLED • TO BONN UNEXPECTEDLY ON THE EVENING OF 3: FEBRUARY

FOR CONFERENCES ON FEBRUARY WITH FOREIGN MINISTER SCHROEDER AND
::.;:	 -	 :	 •	 •

QITHEFLSENIOR FOREIGN 'OFFICE .OFFICIALS THE TOPIC OF DISCUSSIONS

	

•	 •

iGEOMANittLyi IONS ,■4 I TH EGYPT GEHLEN WILL  COUNSEL THE -FOREIGN

.:F •il:CE . TO AVOID ANY PRECIPITOUS ACTION IN THE PRESENT CONFLICT

VER	 BR air s VISIT TO CAIRO.	 .

-..GEFILEN • TOOK WITH  HIM A REPORT FROM A BND;SOURCE IN EGYPT
:

:9,:;; I S.,...;CO31■,1 I .D.Efl ED HIGHLY  RELIABLE. THE REPORT STATES THAT NASSER

OES'isNOT,-ANTEND: f TO RECOGNIZE EAST : GERMANY AND WI LL .HANDLI: ULBR I CHT
. information affecting the National Defense oi inc United States within the meaning of the • Espionage

;.%3.4. 1.awiaritlt,118;'kU.S.C.;Secs. 193 .and .794,. the transmission or revelation of which in any manner .to an unauthorized person
Prblifb■Ce	 .•.	 '	 •

•
• :
,
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'APPROXIMATELY- AS HE DID GROTEWOHL . IN 1959. .NASSER PREVIOUSLY
• • • •	 •	 •	 ..

.•• •:‚ 71.:OLD,461At4 AMBASSADOR FLEDERER ABOUT THE SAME . THiNG, AND THE

BNOX .BELIEVES THAT THEIR REPORT CONFRIMS THAT NASSER WILL ACT AS
:,'HE . STATED..GEHLEN WILL CITE THE BND REPORT TO THE FOREIGN OFFICE

REASOKFOR FOLLOWING A MODERATE LINE WITH THE EGYPTIANS. 	 .

3. EVEN PRIOR TO GEHLEN I S TRIP THE FOREIGN OFFICE WAS
D' iSINCLINED TO TAKE ANY SPEEDY ACTION ON THE EGYPTIAN PROBLEM AND

€ € -tp,

T*ISAERY . UNLIKELY THAT ANY IMPORTANT DECISIONS WILL BE MADE UNTIL
g$ORERULPRICHT I S VISIT TAKES PLACE.

RECENTLY THE BND CONDUCTED A STUDY ONTHE PROBABLE REACTION'.
,OTHER ARAB STATES IF'GERkAW : EGYPTIAN RELATIONS WERE BROKEN.

• •	 •tiL:fSTUDy.CaNCLUDED THAT VERY FEW OF THE ARAB STATES WOULD FOLLOW-
1:4EGyPTIANJONE . AND-BREAK WITH GERMANY. THIS STUDY HAS.	 .
.P1 :2SNTTO THE FOREIGN'DOICE AND MAY BE DISCUSSED DURING GEHLENIS

,BONN.

FIELD DISSEM: NONE (ALSO SENT BONN, CAM& GMMY, FRAN,


