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Special Preface to the American Edition

It gives me great pleasure to write a brief preface to the United
States edition of so important a document as the Program of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union.

Possibly some people will wonder if there is any sense in
Americans acquainting themselves with the program of a po-
litical party functioning in another country far beyond the
borders of the United States.

In my opinion this will be of some value.

In the modern world an understanding of the goals and as-
pirations of other peoples takes on tremendous significance, es-
pecially in the case of the people of the Soviet Union or of the
United States, both of whom are exerting such a great influence
on the destiny of mankind.

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union is the guiding
force in Soviet society and in the government of the USSR. Its
program is, of course, a party program. But it has been discussed
and approved by the entire Soviet people as well; it must there-
fore be considered an expression of the national goals of the
Soviet Union and its plans for the future.

I am confident that even those far removed from Marxist
philosophy will easily understand the ideas, the aims, the basic
content of this program. It is a program of creation—creation
in industry and agriculture, in science and culture, in the field
of human relations and morality.

An indispensable condition for creation is peace. This is es-
pecially true today when man possesses a means of destruction
and extermination monstrous in its power. Those persons who
read our program without prejudice no doubt will recognize that
statements by Communists of the Soviet Union about peace are
not empty declarations, not propaganda, but the expression of
their deepest and most vital interests.

We are firmly convinced of the victory of communism and we
have a plan with the aid of which we expect to attain commu-
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