


Note: This essay was written for the Democratic Socialist Organizing Com-
mittee's seminar on "Religion, Socialism, and the Black Experience," held
at Asbury United Methodist Church, Washington, D.C., April 9, 1980. An
earlier version of this paper was presented in a "Black Theology and
Marxist Thought" seminar at Union Theological Seminary, jointly taught by
Professor Cornel West and me. I wish to convey my gratitude to the
students of that class for their perceptive comments. I also benefited
immensely from the critical observations of my colleague, Cornel West,
whose presentation of the socialist challenge is provocative and appealing.

The importance of the socialist issue for the black church was rein-
forced within my consciousness when I presented this lecture at the Shaker
Heights Community Church's Martin Luther King, Jr. Institute for Racial
Justice, April 25-26, 1980. The black church people of that church and
other blacks attending the seminar responded enthusiastically to my
analysis and encouraged me to pursue the socialism issue.
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