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NOTES ON THE BIRDS OF TENNESSEE

By ALexaNpEr WETMORE

I~ continuation of studies begun last year in the east-central group
of States, to secure needed material in birds and mammals for the
United States National Museum, we conducted field work through
the season of 1937 in the State of Tennessee. As in West Virginia
in 1936, W. M. Perrygo of the National Museum was in charge of
the field party; Carleton Lingebach assisted during the spring and
Henry R. Schaefer during the fall. Traveling in a small truck, the
party left Washington on April 3 and continued in the field until
July 17, when work was terminated for the summer. In fall field
work began on September 9 and continued to November 11.

The fcllowing account presents in sufficient detail the results of
studies of the birds obtained. A similar statement?® covering the
mammals has been prepared by Dr. Remington Kellogg, assistant
curator of mammals in the United States National Museum.

In addition to remarks on the specimens obtained in 1937, I have
included throughout this report reference to other skins from Ten-
nessee in the National Museum so far as these have come to attention.
Most of these were collected by W. H. Fox near Chattanooga and
on Lookout Mountain in 1882 and near Rockwood in Roane County
in the spring seasons of 1884 and 1885. Fox published only a few
records from the Lookout Mountain area,? but he gave a complete
list of his observations in the latter region.® It has seemed desirable
to include his specimens so far as they have been found in order to

1 Proe. U. S. Nat. Mus., vol. 86, no. 3051.

3 Stray notes from Lookout Mountain, Tenn. Bull. Nuttall Orn. Club, 1882, pp. 191-192.

8 List of birds found in Roane County, Tennessee, during April, 1884, and March and
April, 1885. Auk, 1886, pp. 315-320; 1887, p. 164.
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bring their identification up to date, in view of the long period
that has elapsed since his notes were published. Included also are
notes on a few specimens from northeastern Tennessee collected by
A. H. Howell in 1908 and 1910.

All the data assembled are made available here for the use of
those working on the list of birds of the State or occupied in other
ways with the birds of Tennessee. I have not attempted to make
an exhaustive search of literature for State records, as that is the
province of those engaged on a complete report of all the birds that
have been found in Tennessece. The notes include some records based
on observations where specimens were not taken.

Tennessee 1s so located geographically that it covers an area where
there is intergradation between a number of forms, so that handling
the present collection has been interesting and, in part, diflicult. That
a region of mergence is covered should be borne in mind in reading
the following notes, as otherwise some of the statements may be mis-
understood. Assignment of names has been made only after careful
consideration of the characters found in the individual specimens.

Our work was carried on under permits granted by Howell Buntin,
Director of Game and Fish, Department of Conservation of Tennessee.
We are deeply indebted to Mr. Buntin for his cooperation and to
the officers under his direction throughout the State, who were
uniformly of assistance. The National Park Service courteously
granted permission for work in the Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park, where our party had the friendly assistance of J. R.
Eakin, superintendent, and of Arthur Stupka, park naturalist. Ar-
rangements for investigations in the Unaka National Forest were
made through the courtesy of J. B. Spring, district forest ranger at
Bristol, and in the Cherokee National Forest through J. W. Cooper,
distriet forest ranger at Cleveland.

Everywhere in Tennessee our party had friendly reception from
citizens and landowners, who aided in many ways, particularly in
granting permission to enter on their lands. We are much in-
debted for this assistance, without which the work would not have
been possible.

ITINERARY

The collecting work was planned so as to cover the different sec-
tions of Tennessee as completely as possible in the time available.
As stated above, the party had a small truck for transportation.
Work began in the southwestern corner of the State with head-
quarters at Ellendale, not far from Memphis, and covered Shelby
and western Fayette Counties during the period from April 8 to 22.
Important collections were made in a large area of cypress swamp
near Hickory Withe, where permission for hunting over an exten-
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sive tract was courteously afforded by A. Weber. On April 23 the
party moved to a new base near Union City to remain until May
8, collecting principally in the region adjacent to Reelfoot Lake.
Through permission of the State authorities these investigations
covered the lake and that part of the adjacent shore included in
the State reserve. Dr. Herbert Friedmann joined the party here
from May 2 to May 5.

On May 9 Perrygo moved to Waynesboro, where collections were
made until May 19 in a region of forested hills extending 10 miles
to the north and covering sections on the Green River and near
Flat Woods on the Buffalo River.

The party then moved to a point near Crossville, on the Cumber-
land Plateau. Collections were made here until May 31 over a con-
siderable area, mainly on Birds Creek and near Pikeville and Mel-
vine. The men then proceeded to the mountainous area of eastern
Tennessee, and on June 1 through the friendly permission of Roy
P. Blevins made camp on a grassy area above Beaverdam Creek
behind the post office at Shady Valley. Irom this camp, at 2,900 feet
elevation, there was easy access to the Holston Mountains on the west
and to the Iron Mountains on the east, while to the south collections
were made on Cross Mountain and in the valley to the south as far
as Carter. I joined the party here from June 5 to 8. Perrygo and
Lingebach remained in this region until June 16.

On June 17 the men drove south to Gatlinburg in the Great Smoky
Mountains National Park, where through arrangements made by J. R.
Eakin, park superintendent, and Arthur Stupka, park naturalist, they
located next day at a camp 414 miles southwest of Cosby at an eleva-
tion of 2,700 feet, a point highly advantageous for the work in hand.
From here studies were made on Cosby Knob, White Rock, Inadu
Knob, Snake Den Mountain, Old Black Mountain, and Mount Guyot,
the work extending to elevations of 6,600 feet. Much valuable and
important material was obtained, the work continuing until July 5.
Mount Guyot proved most fruitful for Canadian Zone birds.

On July 6 camp was made at Ocoee in the Cherokee National Forest,
through the kind permission of the district forest ranger, J. W.
Cooper. In this region collections were made on Big Frog Mountain
to elevations of over 4,000 feet, and on the dry, pine-covered slopes
of Beans Mountain. Birds were most abundant between 1,800 and
3,000 feet. The party broke camp for the return to Washington on
July 16.

In fall Perrygo left Washington on September 9, accompanied by
Henry R. Schaefer, and on the following day called on the district
forest ranger in Bristol, Tenn., to arrange permission for work on the
lower slopes of Roan Mountain. That afternoon they drove up the
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mountain, with some difficulty due to wet and slippery roads, and
camped at 6,200 feet elevation. On September 13 camp was moved to
the eastern side of the summit, and two days later the men secured a
cabin as a necessary shelter from the almost constant fog and rain.
While through force of circumstances the camp was located across
the State boundary in North Carolina, all collections were made in
Tennessce. There was much migration movement among the smaller
birds here, black-throated blue warblers and red-cyed vireos being
particularly abundant. Birds were obtained from altitudes of 4,200
feet below Carvers Gap to 6,200 feet across the summit of the moun-
tain. After the extreme heat of the lowlands the cool air of this high
mountain was almost reminiscent of winter.

On September 25 the men moved down to Elizabethton and the
following day established a base near Bean Station 12 miles northeast
of Rutledge in Grainger County for work in the Clinch Mountains.
This area proved to be rather dry, with a mixed second-growth forest
of pine and hardwood, with little of note except a considerable mi-
gration of wood warblers. Collections were made here until October
2. The following two days were occupied in driving across to Reel-
foot Lake, where on October 4 the party located in a cabin on the
western shore of the lake, 4 miles northeast of Tiptonville. Plans
called for work here until October 23 to follow the fall migration,
but results were less than had been expected as birds were only fairly
common and often hard to find because of strong winds that made
them seek cover. Trips were made on the lake by means of boats,
and the western and southern shore lines and adjacent regions were
covered from near Samburg around to Ridgely. They also worked
along the Hickman-Reelfoot Levee near the Mississippi River.

From October 24 to 31 the party located in the tobacco-growing
section at Clarksville, collecting along the Cumberland River near
Dover and Indian Mound and also working in heavy woods north of
the latter point. On November 1 the work was transferred to a
farming section in Lincoln and Giles Counties with headquarters at
Fayetteville. Most of the specimens secured here were obtained in the
vicinity of Pulaski and of Frankewing, near where there is a con-
siderable tract of heavy timber. Work terminated on November 10,
and the following day the party reached Washington.

Family COLYMBIDAE
PODILYMBUS PODICEPS PODICEPS (Linnaeus): Pied-billed Grebe

An adult female was taken on May 14, 1937, on the Green River
about 8 miles north of Waynesboro, Wayne County. It does not
seem probable that the bird was on its breeding grounds, as suitable
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cover for nesting was not available. On October 8 an immature
female, with the streakings on the head of the juvenile plumage, was
shot on Reelfoot Lake about 6 miles northeast of Tiptonville. Others
were seen here on October 21. A bird only recently hatched was
taken on Reelfoot Lake on May 25, 1938.

Family PHALACROCORACIDAE

PHALACROCORAX AURITUS AURITUS (Lesson): Double-crested
Cormorant

Common on Reelfoot Lake, where 12 were seen on May 7. Many
were recorded from October 6 to 21. A female in brown plumage,
taken 6 miles northeast of Tiptonville on October 8, is typical in size
of the larger, northern race, having the following measurements:
Wing 311, tail 140, culmen from base 56.2, and tarsus 64.8 mm.

Family ANHINGIDAE
ANHINGA ANHINGA (Linnaeus): Water-turkey

On Reelfoot Lake two were seen on April 26 and another on
May 1.
Family ARDEIDAE

CASMERODIUS ALBUS EGRETTA (Gmelin): American Egret

Observed at Reelfoot Lake from April 24 to May 7 and from
October 5 to 22.

BUTORIDES VIRESCENS VIRESCENS (Linnaeus): Eastern Green Heron

Observed as follows: Hickory Withe, April 14; Eads, April 21;
Hornbeak, May 4; Reelfoot Lake, 6 miles northeast of Tiptonville,
October 6; Waynesboro, May 13 and 18; Pikeville, May 81; Rogers-
ville, June 1; Shady Valley, June 3 to 9.

NYCTICORAX NYCTICORAX HOACTLI (Gmelin): Black-crowned Night
Heron

Recorded at Reelfoot Lake April 30, May 7, and October 5.
BOTAURUS LENTIGINOSUS (Montagu): American Bittern
One seen at Reelfoot Lake May 6. -
IXOBRYCHUS EXILIS EXILIS (Gmelin): Eastern Least Bittern

On Green Island, Reelfoot Lake, two were seen on May 7, and a
female was taken.



180 PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM vOL. 86

Family ANATIDAE
QUERQUEDULA DISCORS (Linnaeus): Blue-winged Teal

Six seen on Reelfoot Lake on October 21.

AIX SPONSA (Linnaeus): Wood Duck

Seen regularly at Reelfoot Lake from April 29 to May 7 and Octo-
ber 6 to 21.
Family CATHARTIDAE

CATHARTES AURA SEPTENTRIONALIS Wied: Eastern Turkey Vulture

The turkey vulture was observed regularly though not in great
abundance in all the localities where collections were made from the
Mississippi River to the mountains along the eastern border. On
October 24 a flock of 34 passed traveling south, evidently in migra-
tion. Three specimens taken, all females, one from Hickory Withe,
Fayette County, April 10, and two from near Ridgely, Lake County,
October 15, have the measurements assigned to the eastern form as
defined by Dr. Friedmann,* the wings being 530, 532, and 538 mm,
and the tails 279, 283, and 287 mm.

CORAGYPS ATRATUS (Meyer): Black Vulture

Records for the black vulture are as follows: Eads, April 21; Ellen-
dale, April 19; Reelfoot Lake, April 29, October 12-19; Union City,
May 24; Pulaski, November 1-4; Frankewing, November 8; and
Crossville, May 24. None were recorded from the higher elevations
of the eastern mountain section, though the species is found there on
occasion.

On October 12 a male was taken near Phillippy, Lake County, in the
vicinity of Reelfoot Lake. This bird has a wing measurement of 415
mm. Friedmann,® through examination of considerable material, has
confirmed the impression of other workers that thiere is no appreciable
difference in size between the black vultures of North America and of
South America, so that subspecies in this group cannot be recognized.
In the A. O. U. Check-list for 1931 this bird is listed as Coragyps
atratus atratus.

Family ACCIPITRIDAE
ACCIPITER STRIATUS VELOX (Wilson): Sharp-shinned Hawk

Seen at Reelfoot Lake on October 16; Union City, April 30; Indian
Mound, Cumberland River, October 29; near Bean Station on Clinch

¢ Proc. Blol. Soc. Washington, vol. 46, Oct. 26, 1933, p. 188.
s Ibid., pp. 187-188.
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Mountain, September 27; in Shady Valley, June 9 (one chasing a
' quail) ; and at 6,000 feet elevation on Roan Mountain September 13
and 14.

As the sharp-shinned hawk of the United States is conspecific with
the West Indian races, it must bear the specific designation s¢riatus of
Vieillot as indicated above, since this name antedates in publication
veloxz of Wilson. It is given in the A. O. U. Check-list for 1931 as
Accipiter velox velox through error.

ACCIPITER COOPERII (Bonaparte): Cooper’s Hawk

A common species, recorded at Ellendale, April 20; Hickory Withe,
April 9; Reelfoot Lake, April 29 and October 7; Tiptonville, October
18; 12 miles northwest of Waynesboro, May 13 ; near Pulaski, Novem-
ber 2 and 3; Crossville, May 28; Shady Valley, June 3 and 5; Roan
Mountain, September 13 and 22; and 4 miles southeast of Cosby,
June 29.

BUTEO JAMAICENSIS BOREALIS (Gmelin): Eastern Red-tailed Hawk

Recorded as follows: Ellendale, April 7 (partial albino) ; Samburg,
October 18; Tiptonville, October 20; Waynesboro, May 16; Pulaski,
November 2; Fayetteville, November 3; Frankewing, November 4;
Birds Creek near Crossville, May 26; 3 miles north of Pikeville, May
28; Clinch Mountain, west of Bean Station, September 27 and 28;
6 miles northeast of Shady Valley, June 8; Roan Mountain, Septem-
ber 20 and 23; Great Smoky Mountains, southeast of Cosby, June 19,
21, and 27, and Inadu Knob, a pair from June 25 to 29; Big Frog
Mountain, July 10. Listed in the A. O. U. Check-list for 1931 as
Buteo borealis borealis.

BUTEO LINEATUS LINEATUS (Gmelin): Northern Red-shouldered Hawk

The red-shoulder was fairly common, being recorded at the follow-
ing points: Frayser, April 8; Hickory Withe, April 12 to 22 (three
taken) ; near Reelfoot Lake, April 24 to May 5 and October 7 to 20;
Dover, October 80; Pulaski, November 3; Melvine, May 21; and
Kingston, June 1.

The three specimens secured at Hickory Withe, Fayette County, on
April 12, 18, and 15 include one male and two females. These are
somewhat intermediate toward the southern form Buieo lineatus
alleni but appear decidedly nearer to true lineatus and are identified
as that subspecies. Measurements are as follows: Male, wing 309,
tail 208, culmen from cere 20.4, tarsus 78.3 mm; two females, wing
331, 327, tail 206, 199, culmen from cere 23.3, 23.3, tarsus 81.5, 82.1 mm.
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The male is within the minimum range of /ineatus and the maximum
of alleni. The crown is slightly grayer than most lineatus but is defi-
nitely browner than typical alleni. The back is well marked with
brown, agreeing with Zineatus, while below the bird is light, as in
alleni. Both females are definitely like lineatus above and both are
darker below than the male. Their measurements, while within the
maximum for alleni, are larger than the average for that form.

The birds from Hickory Withe were on their breeding grounds,
and may be considered representative of the species from that region.

BUTEO PLATYPTERUS PLATYPTERUS (Vieillot): Broad-winged Hawk

Seen near Waynesboro, May 10, and 10 miles east of Pulaski, No-
vember 2. In the mountain area one was recorded 4 miles southeast
of Cosby on June 29, and others at 2,000 feet elevation on Big Frog
Mountain on July 10 and 15. An immature was taken on July 10,
8 miles southwest of Copperhill on Big Frog Mountain.

AQUILA CHRYSAKTOS CANADENSIS (Linnacus): Golden Eagle

On Roan Mountain one was seen over the summit on September 12
and another on September 14.

HALIAEETUS LEUCOCEPHALUS LEUCOCEPHALUS (Linnaeus):
Southern Bald Eagle

On April 29 a bald eagle was scen at Reelfoot Lake, and a nest that
may have been abandoned was recorded. In fall one or two were
observed regularly from October 6 to 23.

CIRCUS CYANEUS HUDSONIUS (Linnaeus): Marsh Hawk

Seen at Reelfoot Lalke, October 5, 19, and 21; Huntingdon, April 7;
Dover, October 26 and 80; and near Pulaski, November 2 and 4. In
Carvers Gap on Roan Mountain two were seen daily from September
13 to 23, feeding over the grassy bald and occasionally flying over the
low spruces.

While given in the fourth edition of the A. O. U. Check-list (1931)
as COircus hudsonius, current usage today recognizes the North Ameri-
can marsh hawk as a geographic race of the Old World hen-harrier,
Circus cyaneus. The difference between these two is found in the
more heavily spotted under surface in the adult male of the American
bird (this being regularly without spots in eyaneus) and in the darker
coloration of the female and immature. The two are quite distinct
but seem so allied as to belong to the same specific group.
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PANDION HALIAETUS CAROLINENSIS: Osprey

An osprey was seen on Reelfoot Lake on October 7 and another 8
miles north of Waynesboro on May 12.

Family FALCONIDAE
FALCO PEREGRINUS ANATUM Bonaparte: Duck Hawk

Near Walnut Lodge on Reelfoot Lake, October 14, a duck hawk
swooped repeatedly at a barred owl. In the Great Smoky Mountains
one was recorded on Mount Guyot at 6,300 feet on June 29 and
another on Inadu Knob at 5,700 feet on June 30. One was noted
at 6,200 feet on Roan Mountain, September 16.

FALCO SPARVERIUS SPARVERIUS Linnaeus: Eastern Sparrow Hawk

The only sparrow hawk obtained was a male collected at an eleva-
tion of 2,150 feet on Beans Mountain, 214 miles northeast of Parks-
ville, Polk County, on July 13, 1937. 'This bird has the wing 183,
tail 109.5, culmen from cere 12.5, and tarsus 37 mm. The breast is
nearly immaculate, but there are scattered spots over the abdomen.
There is also in the National Museum a female, taken by W. H. Fox
on Lookout Mountain, March 31, 1882, that held an egg ready to be
laid. This bird has the following measurements: Wing 183, tail
114, culmen from cere 13.5, tarsus 34.4 mm. In short tail and fine
streaking of under surface this bird shows some approach to paulus
but is considered to represent sparverius.

Interesting sight records by Perrygo include a sparrow hawk at
3,700 feet in the Great Smoky Mountains, June 21; two on Big
Frog Mountain near Copperhill, July 8; and others on Roan Moun-
tain at 5,900 feet on September 12 and at 5,500 feet on September 13.

Family TETRAONIDAE
BONASA UMBELLUS TOGATA (Linnaeus): Canada Ruffed Grouse

Three specimens taken include one from Shady Valley, June 4; one
from 6,300 feet elevation on Roan Mountain, September 25; and one
from 6,600 feet on Mount Guyot in the Great Smoky Mountains,
June 21. All these display the heavily barred under parts and the
amount of brown in the under tail coverts that characterize this
race.’

¢ See Wetmore, Proc. U. 8. Nat. Mus., vol. 84, 1937, pp. 406407,
106951—39 2
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In addition to the specimens listed the ruffed grouse was recorded
by Perrygo as follows: One was heard 5 miles east of Crossville on
Birds Creek on May 28 and another in the Clinch Mountains 6 miles
southwest of Bean Station on September 29. In the Holston Moun-
tains above Shady Valley grouse were common'in June, and females
with young were recorded from June 11 to 15. On June 6 on Iron
Mountain I saw two females with young, one brood of half a dozen
being as large as quail. In the Great Smoky Mountains Perrygo
found two broods on Cosby Knob at 5,000 feet on June 19 and re-
corded others on Mount Guyot, June 21, on Snake Den Mountain,
June 23, and on Inadu Knob, July 2. Two were drumming on July
13 at 2,100 feet on Big Frog Mountain.

Family PERDICIDAE
COLINUS VIRGINIANUS VIRGINIANUS (Linnaeus): Eastern Bobwhite

Recorded at many localities. An adult male was taken at Shady
Valley on June 10.

Family MELEAGRIDIDAE
MELEAGRIS GALLOPAVO SILVESTRIS Vieillot: Eastern Turkey

One seen at 6,100 feet on Old Black Mountain in the Great Smokies

on June 27.
Family RALLIDAE

GALLINULA CHLOROPUS CACHINNANS Bangs: Florida Gallinule

On Reelfoot Lake an adult and an immature gallinule were taken
on October 6, and nine others were seen on October 21.

FULICA AMERICANA AMERICANA Gmelin: American Coot

On Reelfoot Lake three coots were seen on April 26 and eight on
May 7. In fall they were common from October 6 to 21, specimens
being taken October 6 and 8.

Family CHARADRIIDAE
OXYECHUS VOCIFERUS VOCIFERUS (Linnaeus): Killdeer

A male was taken at Hornbeak, Obion County, on May 4. Another
was collected by W. H. Fox at Rockwood on March 9, 1885.

While the killdeer is evidently allied to the plovers usually placed
in the genus Charadrius, the decidedly longer and more graduated
tail and the distinet color pattern seem to me to warrant its separation
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in a distinct genus, instead of listing it in Charadrius as proposed by
Peters.”

Family SCOLOPACIDAE
PHILOHELA MINOR (Gmelin): American Woodcock

One was observed in Shady Valley on June 11 and another at
5,000 feet elevation on Cosby Knob, in the Great Smoky Mountains,
on June 19.

CAPELLA DELICATA (Ord): Wilson’s Snipe

One was seen 6 miles east of Pulaski on November 4. There is one
in the National Museum taken at Rockwood, March 9, 1885, by W. H.
Fox.

TRINGA SOLITARIA SOLITARIA Wilson: Eastern Solitary Sandpiper

Solitary sandpipers were seen near Phillippy on April 27 and near
Reelfoot Lake on April 29. On April 15 near Hickory Withe three
were seen and two were shot, one being the eastern form, a female
with a wing measurement of 134 mm. A specimen collected by W. H.
Fox at Rockwood on April 22, 1885, with a wing of 135.4 mm, is
also the eastern form, though slightly intermediate.

TRINGA SOLITARIA CINNAMOMEA (Brewster): Western Solitary
Sandpiper

A female taken in company with one of the eastern race 3 miles
west of Hickory Withe, Fayette County, April 15, has the following
measurements: Wing 140.5, tail 61.3, culmen from base 32.5, and
tarsus 31.9 mm. In addition to large size this specimen has the white
spottings on the back reduced and the inner web of the outermost
primary distinctly marbled with whitish.

This western race must be considered only casual in its occurrence
so far east of its normal range.

Family COLUMBIDAE

ZENAIDURA MACROURA CAROLINENSIS (Linnaeus): Eastern Mourning
Dove

The widely distributed mourning dove was recorded in all the areas
visited both in spring and in fall. Specimens identified as the eastern
form carolinensis were collected 2 and 8 miles north of Wayneshoro,
May 12 and 13; near Rockwood, April 8, 1884 (taken by W. H. Fox) ;

7 Check-list of birds of the world, vol. 2, 1934, pp. 252-253.
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and 3 miles north of Pikeville, Bledsoe County, May 21. The last
is an immature male in juvenal dress. An immature male, supposed
to be a migrant from farther north, was secured 7 miles northeast
of Tiptonville, Lake County, October 20, 1937. The eastern race
appears to be the breeding form of Tennessee except in the extreme
west. It is almost certain that it extends clear to the Mississippi
River from fall until the opening of spring, as in that period many
northern migrants invade the State.

ZENAIDURA MACROURA MARGINELLA (Woodhouse): Western
Mourning Dove

A pair of mourning doves taken 4 miles southeast of Hickory
Withe, FFayette County, on April 20 show definitely the paler color
above and below that characterizes the western form. A male se-
cured at Hornbeak, Obion County, May 4, also belongs here though
slightly darker in color and therefore somewhat intermediate toward
the eastern bird. An immature male taken 7 miles northeast of Tip-
tonville in Lake County on October 20 is also somewhat intermediate,
being darker on the dorsal surface, but it is nearer marginella. Ap-
parently the western bird is the mourning dove of the extreme western
part of Tennessee, in the northwest intergrading with carolinensis,
the eastern race. Further details as to the range of marginella will
be of interest, especially with regard to specimens that are definitely
breeding.

Family CUCULIDAE

COCCYZUS AMERICANUS AMERICANUS (Linnacus): Yellow-billed
Cuckoo

The first one of the scason was collected on May 1 near Horn-
beak, Obion County. In fall another was secured and others were
seen on October 18 near Tiptonville. Near Waynesboro yellow-billed
cuckoos were common from May 10 to 18, and two were taken. Others
were found near Pikeville on May 28 and 31 (one collected on the
latter date). They were recorded at 2,700 feet elevation near Cosby
on June 25, at 2,000 feet on Big Frog Mountain on July 14, and on
the same day at 2,900 feet on Beans Mountain near Parksville, where
one was taken.

COCCYZUS ERYTHROPTHALMUS (Wilson): Black-billed Cuckoo

The two specimens taken of this cuckoo include a female from
Obion County near Reelfoot Lake on April 30. Others were seen in
this area near Hornbeak on May 6 and on Caney Island on May 7.
Another female was shot 4 miles east of Waynesboro on Buffalo
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River, May 17. One was recorded from Low Gap near Cosby in the
Great Smoky Mountains on June 19.

Family STRIGIDAE
OTUS ASIO ASIO (Linnaeus): Southern Screech Owl

A male taken 6 miles east of Frankewing in Lincoln County on
November 9, with a wing measurement of 150 mm, belongs to the
southern race, as defined by Bangs.® A female collected on Lookout
Mountain on March 20, 1882, by W. H. Fox, has a wing measurement
of 160 mm and is also this form. On this basis the southern screech
owl has a more extensive range through the southern section of
Tennessee than has been supposed.

RUBO VIRGINIANUS VIRGINIANUS (Gmelin): Great Horned Owl

On September 20 a male was secured at 5,500 feet elevation in
Carvers Gap on Roan Mountain. This species is not included in
A. F. Ganier’s list of the birds of Roan Mountain.?

STRIX VARIA VARIA Barton: Northern Barred Owl

A male taken at Shady Valley on June 7 and a female from 3,500
feet elevation on Snake Den Mountain (Cocke County) in the Great
Smoky Mountains have the feathering on the toes extending down
past the middle of the final joint, as is characteristic of the northern
race. It is supposed that others heard or seen at 5,000 feet on Roan
Mountain on September 22 and on Cosby Knob (5,000 feet), Inadu
Knob (5,700 feet), and near Cosby (2,700 feet) between June 19 and
June 29 were of this same race.

One heard on Big Frog Mountain is of doubtful status.

STRIX VARIA GEORGICA Latham: Florida Barred Owl

Two young barred owls about two-thirds grown, taken near Eads,
Shelby County, on April 20, have the distal joints of the toes entirely
bare except for a narrow line of feathers down the side of the central
toe. These are characteristic of the southern form. An immature
about three-quarters grown, secured near Hickory Withe, April 22,
seems somewhat intermediate, as the feathering comes down nearly
to the middle on the two lateral toes and to about one-third of the
length of the middle toe with a line down the outer side. This seems
somewhat intermediate but is nearver the southern bird. An adult
male, taken 3 miles south of Ridgely in Lake County on October 14,

8 Auk, 1930, p. 404.
® Migrant, 1936, pp. 83-86.
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has the outer toe with the proximal third feathered and a line of
feathers down the inner side nearly to the end, the distal joint of
the middle toe bare except for a fairly heavy line down its outer side,
and the inner toe bare for half the distal joint, being somewhat inter-
mediate but nearer the southern bird. These owls were noted in
the vicinity of Reelfoot Lake on April 26 and May 7 and from Octo-
ber 7 to 16. There is no question that Leon Kelso is correct in
indicating that Striz georgica of Latham™ applies to the southern
form of the barred owl, currently known as Striz varia alleni Ridg-
way.’? In addition to the characters discussed by Kelso, it may be
noted that Latham includes his Striz georgica in the group
Inauriculatae, as distinguised from his Awriculatae, pennis auricu-
latum instar ewtantiwm, showing clearly that he was describing a
smooth-headed bird.

Family CAPRIMULGIDAE
ANTROSTOMUS CAROLINENSIS (Gmelin) : Chuck-will’s-widow

Heard calling near Ellendale on April 20 and 1 mile east of
Waynesboro on May 10 and 11.

ANTROSTOMUS VOCIFERUS VOCIFERUS (Wilson): Eastern
Whip-poor-will

Specimens were taken 9 and 10 miles north of Waynesboro on
May 11 and 12 and 4 miles south of Crossville on May 29. Whip-
poor-wills were heard in Shady Valley from June 1 to 13, 4 miles
southeast of Cosby at 2,700 feet elevation on June 24, and on Big
Frog Mountain on July 14.

Family MICROPODIDAE
CHAETURA PELAGICA (Linnaeus): Chimney Swift

In the wilder sections of the Great Smoky Mountains from June
19 to 30 chimmney swifts were found mnesting in hollow trees on
Mount Guyot, Inadu Knob, and Old Black Mountain. A male was
taken near Cosby on June 19. On July 10 several pairs were ob-
served about old trees at 3,700 feet elevation on Big Frog Mountain,
and it was supposed that they were using them for nesting sites.

10 Auk, 1933, pp. 106-107.
1 Striz Georgica Latham, Supplementum indicis ornithologici, 1801, p. xv (southern
‘Georgia).

12 Strir nebulosa alleni Ridgway, Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus,, vol. 3, 1880, p. 8 (Clearwater,
Fla.).
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Family TROCHILIDAE
ARCHILOCHUS COLUBRIS (Linnaeus): Ruby-throated Hummingbird

The first of the season was recorded at Hickory Withe on April
21. Two females were taken in Shady Valley on June 5 and 10.

Family ALCEDINIDAE
MEGACERYLE ALCYON ALCYON (Linnaeus): Eastern Belted Kingfisher

Observed at the following places: Hickory Withe, April 15; Reel-
foot Lake, April 24 to May 6 and October 11 and 14; Beech Creek,
12 miles northwest of Waynesboro, May 13; Buffalo River, 4 miles
east of Flat Woods, May 17 ; Pulaski, November 1.

Family PICIDAE
COLAPTES AURATUS AURATUS (Linnaeus): Southern Flicker

The southern race of the flicker, marked by smaller size, is found
through the greater part of the State, ranging east at least as far as
Crossville and in the southeast to Beans Mountain. Records of
breeding birds assigned to this form (with the wing measurements
given in millimeters in parentheses) are as follows: Frayser, 4 miles
east of Memphis, April 8, female (148.6) ; Hickory Withe, April 9,
female (146) ; 4 miles west of Hornbeak, Obion County, May 3, male
(149), female (148.2) ; 8 miles north of Waynesboro, May 13, female
(151, a little larger than the average); 7 miles southwest of Cross-
ville, May 26, two males (148, 150.5).

The flickers of the eastern mountain section are somewhat puzzling.
Those of Shady Valley are definitely the northern form /luteus, as is
shown in the following account of that form. However, an adult
male taken at 5,000 feet elevation on Cosby Knob in the Great Smoky
Mountains June 19, in fresh plumage with the wing not worn, meas-
ures only 149 mm. On the basis of size it is to be called auratus and
may be either a specimen from a point where intergradation between
the two birds begins or a wanderer from the nearby lowlands. In
view of the strong flights made by flickers through mountain areas,
the latter is possible. More specimens are needed from the Great
Smoky Mountain area to determine the status of the bird in that sec-
tion. A male taken on July 14 at 1,800 feet on Beans Mountain in the
southeastern section of the State measures 148.5 mm. This mountain
does not rise to high elevation. On the higher mass of Big Frog
Mountain a little farther south and east the flicker population seems
distinctly mixed, as in two females taken at 2,100 feet on July 15
the wing in one measures 149 mm, agreeing thus with auratus, while





































































































































































