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PREFACE.

The making of genealogies is as old as the history of Adam.
With it, Moses begins the history of his race. The reverence
for ancestry, the love of kindred,.and the care of offspring
are inherent in human nature and fostered by civilization.
Though the love of parents and children leads the affections
in divergent lines, yet some subtle connection seems to make
them one. With development of either they both increase,
and our debt of gratitude to noble ancestry inspires us to re-
pay it in fuller measure to our children and contribute our
proper share in the progress of the race.

The guiding power of surrounding conditions in selecting
and fixing the peculiarities of animal species, is alike potent
in imparting race types to man. The great mass of recently
emigrated population has sprung from a past in which slavish
obedience under monarchial rule has stified every tendency
to independent progressive thought. They have been taught
no ambition beyond material prosperity, and have failed to
learn the lesson of self-government on which our country
must depend for its honorable perpetuity. Far different have
been the influences at work alone those lines that run to
the early English pioneers. To them America’s golden
allurements were political and religious freedom. These
were the ambitions of the people from which they came ; then
the Puritans revolted against the tyranny and licentiousness
of the Stuarts, and England was preparing the civil war
which resulted in the dethronement and beheading of
Charles 1.

Having been nurtured with these tendencies, they crossed
the mysterious ocean when the paths were as yet untried
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when the goal itself was unknown, and America held out but
the opportunities to grow the fruits of liberty. The wild free-
dom of a new country was poison to the unacocustomed. From
it Weston’s men were forced to flee ; and even to those who
had acquired a taste, it at first brought many evils ; but they
were evils whose final correction came by continued freedom.

Thus reared with an ardent love of liberty, John Balch
left Old England for the New, and with this bias he and his
associates and their descendants helped to lay deeply and well
the foundations of our Nation. It should therefore be a
matter of proper pride to know that the family line dates back
to a sturdy, liberty-loving ancestry and passed through gen-
erations of industry, thrift and New England hardihood, cal-
culated to produce a self-reliant capable manhood. For the
most part the families have led quiet uneventful lives. They
have lived long and left small estates, but for their descen-
dants they have given that best dower of all, a constitution free
from inherited diseases, a far better factor for happiness and
usefulness than inherited wealth.

The earliest efforts, so far as known, in the preparation of
‘s genealogy of the Balch family was made about a century
ago by Benjamin Balch, of Essex Co., Massachusetts. Seven
hundred words comprised all that he recorded. Next fol-
lowed some additions to this by Dr. William F. Balch, and
the whole was published in the New England Historical and
Genealogical Register for July, 1856. A few years later
David M. Balch took up the subject and worked at it, until
about 1876. In this he was assisted by Frank W. Balch, and
together they explored the early records in Essex county, and
vicinity, and colleoted considerable material. In 1884, I
commenced a search for records of direct ancestors. The
work proved a fascinating one and quickly led into all the
other family branches.

Genealogical investigation is beset with many difficulties,
and some of the solutions have been reached in curious and
unexpected ways. In several instances, slight clues con-
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cerning members of the family would be found which baffled
every effort at systematic investigation, but whose records
were traced through unexpected channels. One of these
was 68 Josiah®, another was 857 Cyrus’ and a third was 882
Samuel Williams’.

After the record of the latter had gone into type two of his
daughters, both over eighty years of age, were found to be
living within a few minutes’ ride of the office of the writer’s
son. From them it was ascertained that their father was
United States Minister at Rio Janeiro, Brazil, in the early
part of this century. There are a few puzzles, similar to the
above which have as yet resisted solution. They belong to
the Maryland family and are appended as ‘“broken families.”

Acknowledgments are due and are hereby made to Wil-
liam Lincoln Balch, of Boston, for his contributions of the
chapters on Name, Arms, and English records; to David
M. Balch, and Frank W. Balch, for kindly placing their
manuscript notes at my service ; to Augustus A. Galloupe, of
Beverly, who, though no relative of the family, has given
valuable assistance, and to all the members of the family,
both of the North and South, who have so kindly aided me in
the preparation of this work.

GALUsHA B. BarcH, M. D.

THE NAME.

The task of tracing the descent of any of the millions of
families inhabiting this planet is not, under the most favora-
ble circumstances, an easy one, but is beset at every step with
various difficulties. The present inquiry into the origin and
history of the Baloch family, while simplified by the peculiarity
of the name and the comparatively small number who have
borne it, is, at the same time, rendered more difficult by those
very conditions, especially as few of the name bhave ever
achieved more than local distinction, though they have always
been respected in the localities where they have lived.




vi THE NAME.

John Balch [the first in America] came from Somerset,
England, to Massachusetts, in 1628. With this central fact
the Balch genealogy in America begins, and its branches have
been traced out down to the present day. But to go even
one step backward from that point has not been so easy, and
it must be confessed at the outset that the missing links be-
 tween the Balches who came to America and those who re-
mained in the old country have not been found.

The search, however, has brought to light the names of
many Balches in England and much information in regard
to them which cannot fail to be of interest to all who bear the
name in this country, for there can be little or no doubt that
they were all related to each other in the same way that the
American Balches are related.

The subject of the origin of the name of Balch opens an
ample field for philological discussion, which has not been
covered to any extent, for the reasons already indicated. It
seems tolerably certain that the name is of Teutonic deriva-
tion, and as an English patronym, therefore, might have come
in with the Saxons, about A. D. 6§00.

Mark Antony Lower, one of the first to write analytically
on the subject of British surnames, says in his ¢ Patronymica
Britannica,” that the name is an abbreviation of Balchin, a
very old Teutonic personal name—in old Geerman Baldechin.
In his ¢ Essay on Family Nomenclature,”” however, he says
that Balchin, in the middle and western counties of England
means an unfledged bird.

Robert Ferguson, in ¢ English Surnames and their place in
the Teutonic Family,” after supposing a relation between the
name of the great Italian poet, Dante Alighieri, and the Eng-
lish name Alger, observes : ¢ Other of the Italian poets have
names more certainly Teutonic, as Alamanni, Baldacchini,” ete.
“ These correspond with the old German names Alaman,
Baldechin, ete., and with our Allman, Balchin,”’ etc. Further
on, in speaking of names derived from mental and moral quali-
ties, he says, * Thus we have Bold and its patronymic Bald-
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ing—Ball, the patronymic Ballinger, the diminutive Balchin,
Baldock, etc.”

How far the imagination enters into comparative philology
is seen when it is observed that another writer on ¢ English
Surnames,” Charles Wareing Bardsley, while not taking
cognizance of Balchin at all, derives Ballinger from boulanger,
a baker, and Bald and Ball not from bold, but from the very
prosaic characteristic of baldness of the cranium !

William F. Balch [1100] devoted considerable time in the
early fifties to an investigation of the origin of the family, and
he mentions in a paper published in the New England Histor-
ical and Genealogical Register for July, 1855, that he found
the name of * Balchman of Bodeherstegate ’’ on the roll of
“ Battle Abbey ” [A. D. 1066]. The name of Balchi, he also
says, is to be found in *“ Doomsday Book,” the great survey
of England, which was made by order of William the Con-
queror, in 1086, and to have been recorded therein the bearer
of the name must have been of at least Thane’s rank. He
also states that a John Balch was Sheriff of Somerset in 1892,
and, starting with that name, he constructs a pedigree ending
with John Balch who came to America in 1628.

Now all these assumptions can be shown to be erroneous,
and though it is only just to say that they were not put forth
as being absolutely correct, it seems proper to call attention
to them, as they are in print [in the Historical and Genea-
logical Register,] and copies of the false pedigree are in ex-
istence in possession of members of the family and might
prove misleading.

In the first place, the document, usually called the * Roll
of Battle Abbey ”’ was a list of those Normans who took part
in the conquest of England, and of course one would not look
there for a Saxon name. The list referred to in the article
in question was really of the names of residents of the set-
tlement which sprang up around the Abbey while it was
building, to commemorate the battle of Hastings, composed
of those brought there from surrounding counties for that
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purpose, together with the amount of tax, or the kind of
service, which they were to render for their houses and lands,
which they held under feudal tenure. These persons were, of
course, the Saxon inhabitants, but the name, No. 104 on the
list, which the compiler mistook for ¢ Balchman >’ of Bode-
herstegate was really ¢ Blacheman” and he was no more
likely to have been an ancestor of a Balch than No. 26,
“ Blacheni, the cowherd.”

The “John Balch’’ who, he says, was sheriff of Somerset:
in 1892, was, by a similar error in the eyesight, really John
Bache, probably of Dorset, as those two counties had but one
sheriff before 1666.

That disposes of the foundation of the pedigree, and as for
the second step it is certain that no George Balch, between
the years 1862 and 1420, was “ the founder of St. Andries,
the seat of the family in Somersetshire,” as that estate, which
is one of the best known in the county, did not come into the
possession of a Balch until long after John Balch had come
to America.

The earliest mention of a Balch in Somerset records, which
is at present known, occurs in a tax list compiled in the first
year of the reign of Edward III, 1827, and it is remarkable
that at that early date it takes the simple form of Balch,
while in the meantime it has, at different periods, and in in-
dividual instances, lapsed into such odd orthography as Balche,
Balsh, Balshe, Baulch, Bawlch, etc.

But in 1827 at least two persons in Somerset were taxed
under that name. ¢ Willelmo Balch, xii d.,, ¢Purye”
[perhaps Puriton Hundred] and ‘Roberto Balech,iij S.,
v.d,” in “ Maneriunm de Wryngton ’ [manor of Wryngton].
There also appears on the same roll the name Balth, Blatche,
Borliche, Barlich, Balrich, Bolde and Bald— any or all of
whom might have been Balches, since other and far more
common names, such as Baker, Brown and Smith, appear
with almost as peculiar variations.

It would be strange indeed, at a time when the English
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language was not yet crystalized, when only “clerks” and
priests could write, and official documents were drawn up in
s medley of Latin, Norman-French and Anglo-Saxon, if such
a name had escaped variation. One can well imagine the
queer twists that spelling would take, when the Norman tax
gatherer attempted to set down the name of a “ Zummerzet ”
rustic as given to him with a broad west country accent.

Barlich and Barliche would certainly not be improbable
metamorphoses under such circumstances, and, indeed, the
fact that these forms have not survived would seem to be ev-
idence that they were merely clerical errors. Some of the
forms which we know the name to have assumed at later dates.
were evidently phonetic, and point to the probability that the
“a” in Baleh had a very broad sound, much broader than it
has at present as pronounced in this country.

It is of interest in this connection to remark that some of the
name in London pronounce the ¢ a ” sharp, as in “ bat,”’ and:
also to note that, out of the more than four million people in
the British metropolis, there are but six of the name of Balch
registered in the Post Office Directory of London of a recent.
date—both ¢ court” and * commercial ”’ divisions included—
while there are an equal number of Balchins, one Baulch, one
Balck and one Baldach. |

It thus appears that Balchin remains a surname in England
today, and seems, like Balch, to be a shortening of the earlier
form—Baldechin. 1t has been spelled Balchen, Ballchen
and Balchan. In 1744 Admiral Sir John Ballchen was lost
in his ship, the Victory, off Alderney.

Baldachin is defined by Johnson’s Cyclopedia—and the
definition is retained by our modern American dictionaries—
as * The canopy carried over the Host in processions. The
term is derived from Baldach, a corruption of Bagdad, the-
early seat of the manufacture [of the stuff of which the can-
opy was made] and was originally applied to the canopy car-
ried over an Oriental prince.”

It has been objected to by a scholarly member of the Balch.
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family that the deduction of Baldach from Bagdad is unten-
.able on philological grounds, and he remarks that “the old
Persian city Balkh bears exactly our family name.” Buat
whether Balkh or Baldach furnished the root of the word, it
appears to have come from the Orient. The Teutons came
from the East, their language, culminating in modern Ger-
man, had many Oriental affinities, and it is not too improbable
to suppose that the Teuton who took, or more likely had be-
stowed upon him, the name of Baldechin, might have been
one of the bearers of a princely or ecclesiastical
©anopy.

The stuff of which these canopies, and priestly vestments,
generally, was made, was a very rich fabric of silk and gold
embroidery, and in old Euglish records the word is variously
found written baudekin, bawdekin and even bodkyn and

bodkin, certainly as wide a departure from baldachin in or-
thography as is Balch.

THE COAT OF ARMS.

Though perhaps not really germane to the subject, it seems
interesting to note that in the reign of Edward IV, the
baudekin reserved by sumptuary law for the use of royalty
was woven of blue and gold stripes, which happen to be the
<chief colors of the Balch coat of arms. Those colors, with
the red in which the *“ bend ” crossing the shield is embla-
zoned, are esteemed as among the most noble in heraldry, and
the simplicity of the coat itself would seem to be an evidence
of antiquity. There is nothing however, to show that it was
granted at a very early date. It appears in the visitation of
Somerset in 1628, the very year in which John Balch came
to America.

The visitation of the counties by the King’s stewards and
officers-at-arms, under special warrants of the sovereign, for
the purpose of collecting and recording the pedigrees and
arms of the nobility and gentry resident therein, is of very
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‘Mary, in the parish of Poorstock, in Dorset. In the chancel
is this escutcheon: ¢ Barry of six, Or and Azure; on a
bend, indented, Gules, three Bezants.”” Under it, ¢ Scatum
Gulielmi Balch, obiit 39 die of Januarii, anno Dom., 1681.”
The shield of this William Balch is thus nearly the same as
the one already described, except that the ¢ bend ” has ser-
rated, instead of scalloped edges—which might have been
merely the result of imperfect workmanship or imperfect de-
scription—and the silver spear heads are changed to golden
disks. The peculiarity of the inscription, in giving the date
of the bearer’s decease as the 89th of January, may, perhaps,
be accounted for by an attempt to reconcile the *old style
and “new style” of chronology, between which there was
then a difference of ten days.

As to the crests and helmet used by the American Balches
there appears to be no old authority. The helmet used by
William F. Balch in the Historical and Genealogical Register
is that belonging to royalty, so it must be wrong. The hel-
-anet should be that of an esquire.

EARLY HOME OF THE FAMILY IN
SOMERSETSHIRE.

John Balch, the earliest ancestor in America of the New
England branch, the first of his name to come to the New
‘World, was undoubtedly a member of a family once numerous
and well known in Somerset. He is said, in Felt's ¢ Annals
of Salem "’ and in Hubbard’s History of New England, to have
come “from near Bridgwater,” which is in the very heart of
Somersetshire, and one of its largest and most ancient towns.
It is doubtful if he ever resided there, and a recent search of
the well preserved parchment records of the church of St.
Mary Magdalen, from the year 1675 to a date later than that
of his emigration to Massachusetts, failed to reveal any men-
tion of the baptism, marriage or burial of a Balech. The name,
however, appears in Bridgwater at a later date, and may still
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be traced upon the worn memorial stones w1th which the
church aisles are flagged.

Benjamin Balch, who left a brief genealogical ma.nuscnpt
of the family more than a century ago, said that, according to
family tradition, John Balch came from Horton. At all
events, it is extremely probable that he was a member,—and
a8 is shown by his becoming a pioneer in the westward migra-
tion of his countrymen beyond the sea, doubtless one of the
younger and dowerless cadets—of an old family in one of the
most ancient corners of Saxon England.

Somerset, the English home of the Balches, bears upon al-
most every square mile of its topography, on every page of
its history, and in all its wealth of legends, quaint nomencla-
ture and curious customs, traces of the tidal wave of conquest
that surged over it in early days, and, retreating, left upon the
land their indelible impress.

Briton, Gaul, Roman, Saxon, Dane and Norman in turn
possessed and made for themselves a home of the fair south-
west of England, and left behind them the tokens of their
prowess, language, laws, religion and civilization.

While the Britons, who may be regarded as the aboriginal
inhabitants, were in possession, the Belge®, a warlike people
of Celtic origin, from Gaul, descended upon the country about
860 years before the Christian era, and overran that portion
which is now known as Somerset, Dorset and Devon, together
with parts of Cornwall, Wiltshire, Hampshire, Sussex and
Middlesex. They gained such a foothold that the portion
which they held was formally divided off from that retained
by the British by an immense trench and earthwork, 80 miles
long, called Wansdyke, portions of which still remain run-
ning across the country to the Bristol channel. When they
were securely in possession they were joined by a large acces-
sion of their countrymen, under Divitiacus, King of Soissons,
in France, who came over about B. C. 63.

Then came the Romans, about A. D. 40, who drove out the
Cangii, & posthumous tribe of the Belge, and retained pos-
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seesion for 400 years, leaving everywhere fortifications, roads,
temples, baths and other substantial evidences of their oocu-
pation.

About half a century later the Saxons came upon the soene,
landing on the shores of Hampshire under the leaders Cerdic:
and Cynric, in A. D. 495, and spreading slowly through
Hampshire, Dorset, and Somerset, for some years, if not gener-
ations, stopping at the rivers Parret [ancient Pedred] and
Upper Axe, which were an understood boundary between the
Saxon English and British races.

Then the Danes invaded the country, keeping it for gener-
ations in a state of seige, until they were finally conquered
and expelled, and the Saxon heptarchy grew and strengthened,
only to fall into the hands of the Norman Conqueror, A. D.,
1066.

The neighborhood in which we know that Balches have
dwelt for more than 500 years, and very likely for a thousand,
i8 intimately connected with the legendary history of the
British hero, King Arthur, and the Saxon hero, Alfred the
Great.

Cadbury Castle, the site of an ancient stronghold, is said to.
be the far famed Camelot or Camalet, which was one of the
stations of the famous Round Table of King Arthur, the other
principal places where it was set up being Winchester and
Hampshire and Caerleon, in Monmouthshire, the latter coun-
ty being formerly in Wales.

At Glastonbury Abbey, according to ancient writers, was the
tomb of King Arthur, where he was buried after his last and
fatal battle.

Of all the Arthurian legends the most widely known is,
perhaps, that of the Holy Grail, which has figured largely in
modern literature, art and drama, and with Glastonbury
Abbey is connected the legend of the Holy Grail and Holy
Thorn. This remarkable story is to the effect that Joseph of
Arimathea, the wealthy man who offered his own tomb as a
sepulchre for Jesus of Nazareth, with his own hands washed
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and prepared the body for burial. Afterward, at the com-
mand of the angel Gabriel, he left country, home and kindred,
to preach the gospel to the heathen of distant lands. Joseph
took with him on his mission the Holy Grail, that miraculous
.chalice, made of a single precious stone, brought from heaven
by angels, from which Christ drank at the last supper, and in
which the Arimathean caught and saved the last drops of His
blood as he came from the cross. In another vessel were the
blood and water which he preserved when he washed the body
of his lord, and he also carried with him as a staff a piece of
thorn tree from the Holy Land.

Combwich, in Somerset, on the river Parret, was the land-
ing place in Britain of Joseph of Arimathea, according to this
legend, and when he reached Glastonbury he planted his staff
in the ground and established there the first Christian church.
The thorn took root and flourished, and, in proof of its origin,
blossomed miraculously at Christmas ever after. This legend
is thus narrated in some curious old verse.

‘“ The good saint Arimathean Joseph, borne by the Parret's tide
To Combwich, o'er the Mendips; at length he came to Glaston's Hide;
‘ Here I'll build a wattle church’ He planted a Christian staff,
‘ Twas Christmas now—at Xmas time the staff with blossoma laugh;
A miracle—a miracle—a miracle it turned to be
That Christian churches from that time should cover the whole country.
The staff was a thorn brought from the Holy Land—'tis known.
The Christian churches throughout England—from its branches they
have grown.”

“ Even as late as James Il.’s time” says a Bridgwater an-
tiquary, “the blossoms were esteemed such curiosities by
people of all nations that Bristol merchants made a traffic of
them and exported them to foreign parts.”

The flowering of the miraculous thorn tree is noted in the
Gentleman’s Magazine, for 1763. People were then under
some embarassment as to dates, owing to the change made in
the calendar from Old to New style ; “ A vast number visited
the noted thorn on Christmas day, new style, but there was
no bloom. So they watched till January 5, the Christmas
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day of old style, when, true to tradition, it bloomed once
more.”

Another interesting legend of Glastonbury Abbey is that
its first abbot was St. Patrick, A. D. 5633, who was succeeded
by St. Benignus or Benedict, a pupil of St. Patrick, who was
also his successor in the archiepiscopal see of Armagh, Ire-
land, A. D. 601. The 27th abbot, according to this legen-
dary history, was the famous St. Dunstan, afterwards primate
of England, who had a personal encounter with the Evil One
and put him to flight by seizing him by the nose with a pair
of tongs.

In the Saxon era Somerset was a central part of the im-
portant Kingdom of Wessex [West Seaxe] other Kingdoms
of the heptarchy being Essex [East Seaxe] Sussex [South
Seaxe] and Middle Seaxe. It was in the Isle of Athelingey
[isle of Nobles] now known as Athelney, at the junction of
the rivers Tone, from which comes the name of Tonetown—
[Taunton] and Parret, in the parish of Lyng, about seven
miles from Bridgwater, that tradition says that in 879 the
great Aelfred was sheltered from the Danes by the herdsman
Denwulf, whose goodwife has passed into history from having
scolded the King for neglecting to watch the cakes by the
fire while she fed the pigs. When later, by strategy, Alfred
surrounded and totally defeated the Danes at Ztheldune,
now Edington, seizing the Danish banner with its magically
wrought raven, it was at Aller church, near Langport, that
Guthrum, the vanquished Danish chieftain, allowed himself
to be baptized Edelstane, Alfred standing as sponsor.

Cannington, which is mentioned in the English chronolog-
ical notes as being, among other places, a locality in which
“ Nicholas Balche, de Horton, generosus” (that is, well or
nobly born), owned property, was the birthplace of the ¢ fair
Rosamond ” Clifford. Cannington was once the abode of the
Cangii, a tribe of the Belga, and the legions of the Emperor
Claudius are said to have passed that way at the time of the
second Roman invasion.
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The river Parret, which, the earlier legend tells us, bore
Joseph of Arimathea to Combwich, and which a later, if not
more veracious tradition says bore John Balch to the ocean,
on his way to America, flows completely across Somerset,
through a rich and fertile country.

Running in the same general direction as the Parret, a few
miles to the westward, are the Quantock hills, which rise at
their highest point to about 1200 feet, and enjoy a local rep-
utation for picturesque beauty.

The Quantocks are truly picturesque, and where they ter-
minate, near the Bristol channel, are located East and West
Quantoxhead, names which are to be found in connection
with the manor of St. Audries, the seat for many years of a
branch of the Balch family, and that from which the south-
ern branch in this country claims its descent.

A ¢ History and Antiquities of the County of Somerset”
was published by the Rev. John Collinson, vicar of Long
Ashton, in 1791, to which Robert Everard Balch, Esq., and
George Balch, Esq., of St. Audries, were subscribers, and in
its pages the estate is thus described :

“ St. Audries, or West Quantockshead, lies eastward from
St. Decumans, close under the steep western head of Quan-
tock, sheltered from the east and northeast winds, with the
sea within a mile to the north and northwest, and a very rich
and beautiful country to the south and west.

‘“ This manor was given by the Conqueror to Sir William
de Mohun, and is thus recorded in the survey [Doomsday
Book]: William himself holds Cantocheve. Elnod held it
in the time of King Edward, gelded for three hides and a
half. The arable is eight carucates. In demesne are three
carucates, and seven servants and ten villanes, and four cot-
tagers, with six ploughs. There are sixteen acres of meadow
and fifty acres of wood. Pasture one mile long and one mile
broad. It was worth three pounds, now four pounds.

“]lt was held in the time of King John by William de
Punchardon, of Dunster Castle. It then passed into the
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family of Malet, and continued in that family, in a regular
descent, until the time of Henry VIII. In the time of
Charles 1. Arthur Malet sold it to Thomas Malet, who died
in 1664, leaving two sons, Sir John and Sir Michael. Sir
John’s grandson, William, was the last of the family that
possessed St. Audries. The manor now [1791] belongs to
Robert Everard Balch, Esq., who has an elegant little seat.

 The church is dedicated to St. Ethelred, or Aldred, from
whom the parish received one of its appellations, of which
that now used is a flagrant corruption.”

In 1886 it was the residence of Rev. Elias Webb, and in
1878 of Sir A. Hood.

Some brief explanation of the old Saxon terms used in de-
seribing the above estate will form a fitting conoclusion to this
chapter. As regards the measures of land recorded in
Doomsday Book, Sir H. Ellis says: ¢ The truth seems to be
that a hide, a yardland, a knight’s fee, etc., etc., contained no
certain number of acres, but varied in different places,” but it
has been described to be * as much as was sufficient to the
cultivation of one plough.”

“ The carucate, which is also to be interpreted the plough
land, was as much arable land as could be managed with one
plough and the beasts belonging thereto in a year, pasture
and houses for the householder, and cattle belonging to it,”
and it appears that ¢the hide was the measure of land in the
Confessor’s reign, the carucate [Latin, caruca, a team], that
to which it was reduced by the Conqueror’s new standard.”

The hide is generally supposed to have been equal to 120
acres, though Sir R. W. Eyton, in “ Doomsday Studies, an
Analysis and Digest of the Somerset Survey,” says that the
Somerset hide was 299 2-3 acres. * Glaston’s Hide,” referred
to in the verses relating the legend of Joseph of Arimathea,
is that division of the country called ¢ Glaston Twelve
Hides,” and was therefore anciently a description of the lo-
cality by measurement. Money mentioned in Domesday
records is generally estimated as at thirty times its present
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value, 8o that the revenue of St. Audries, in the Conqueror’s
time, £4, was equivalent to at least $600. The term *hun-
dred,” to designate a division of an English county, had this
origin, as defined by Blackstone: Ten families of freehold-
ers made up a town or tithing, so ten tithings composed a su-
perior division called a hundred, as consisting of ten times
ten families.

SOME PRE-AMERICAN BALCHES.

The earliest glimpse we have of the Balch family in Somer-
set is afforded in a tax roll of that shire made in 1327, the
first year of Edward III., the hero of Crecy, the father of the
Black Prince, who there began his brilliant military career.
It was toward the end of his reign that law pleadings in Eng-
lish were first permitted. The tax roll in which the Balches
are inscribed is in Latin and is thus headed : ¢ Collecta XX ™¢
domino Edwardo tercio, post conquestem Regi Anglie
concesse facta, per Johannem de Clyvedon et Johannem de
Erle, anno domini Regis primo.”

The list includes all those in the county, worth 10 shillings
or more, and among them are Willelmo Balch, Thrubbewelle,
iil 8., Willelmo Balch, Purye, xii d., Roberto Balch,
Manerium de Wryngton, iii s., and others.

A gap of 168 years intervenes before we find the next
mention of a Balch. In May, 1495, three years after the dis-
covery of America by Columbus, Richard Balch died in Farn-
ham, Surrey. He made his will in Latin on the 12th of that
month, and it was proved in the prerogative court of Canter-
bury on the 27th. He directs his body to be buried in the
ancient chapel of the blessed virgin Mary, within the parish
church of St. Andrew of Farnham, next the body'of his father.
He leaves to Matilda, relict of William Balche, a tenement in
which sheis living for the term of her life, and after her death to
Nicholas Balche, son of the said William and Matilda. Other
legatees are his wife Isabella, his daughter Florence [wife of
Henry] Quynby, and John and Margaret Baleh, children of
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William Balch before mentioned. In this document the name
is spelled both with and without the ¢ e.”

There is nothing to connect the interesting family group
thus faintly outlined with any earlier or later Balches in the
West of England.

It will be observed that this was in the days when England
was still Catholic, the authority of the Roman Pontiff was
acknowledged, and ecclesiastical institutions were liberally
endowed with lands.

In the declaration of the rental and possessions of the
chantries, colleges and free chapels in the county of Somerset,
{Land Revenue Records, vol. 97], is the numeration of those
in the deanery of Crewkerne, was included, in 1528, the
chantry of St. Katherine, within the parish church at Ilminster,
founded by John Wadham, ¢ esquire.”” There was no monas-
tic establishment at Ilminster, but the manor belonged to the
abbey of Muchelney. The manor of Ilminster [the church
on the river Ile] with the whole place, was given by Ina,
King of the West Saxons, to the abbey of Muchelney,
founded by King Athelstan in 939.

In 1528 its lands and possessions were  leased to farm for
divers years and given for the fee or stipend of three chaplains
or priests [John Rippe, Thomas Thorne and William Webbe]
celebrating in the Ilminster parish church.

Among the tenants of these lands were a John and George
Balche. The lease from the abbot reads in part as follows:

« All those messuages, lands, tenements, meadow pasture
and feed, with their appurtenances, in the tithing of Winter-
haye, in the parish of Ilminster, called Modies tenement, by
John Sherbourne, abbot, formerly of the monastery of
Muchelney aforesaid, and the convent of the same place,
leased to farm to Henry Dawbeny, Kt., lord de Dawbeny,
Thomas Speke, Hugh Paulet, Nicholas Wadham, Jr., esquire,
John Pool, Thomas Michell, John Battyn, clerk, John
Bonvyle, John Balche, George Balche, John Chyke, his son,
Thomas Hawker, John Barfote, John Radbere, clerk, by



xXil SOME PRE-AMERICAN BALCHES.

deed of the same abbot and convent, given in their chapter
house, under the seal of the convent aforesaid, the third day
of November, 1628.”

This John and George may have been, and probably were
sons of the William Balche who figures next in our chronol-
ogy as being ‘‘of Higham,” Somerset, who died on the 20th
of March, 1683, and as appears by the ¢“inquisitio post
mortem ”’ taken at Wells in Somerset on the 8th of Novem-
ber, 1534, in the 25th year of the reign of Henry VIII. [the
year in which popery was abolished in England], was a per-
son who had acquired a large amount of landed property in
the county. He was regarded as the founder of a family, and
his name heads the family tree recorded in the Somerset visi-
tation of 1628.

The inquisitio post mortem, or escheat, was instituted to
enquire, at the death of any man of fortune, the value of his
estate, the tenure by which it was holden, and who was the
heir, and of what age, thereby to ascertain the value of the
“ premier seizin,” or the * wardship and livery” accruing to
the King thereupon. The court of wards and liveries, which
was instituted in the reign of Henry VIII., was abolished, with
other feudal customs, on the restoration of Charles II. Some
idea of the contempt into which the practice had fallen may
perhaps be gathered from the fact that the word cheat is
derived from escheat.

The inquisition into the affairs of William Balche of Hig-
ham—which may have been the locality now known as High
Ham—and which was conducted with a view, if possible, of
putting money into the coffers of the bluff King Hal, by
Thomas Horner as escheator, states that William, at the time
of his death was ¢ Seized of 200 acres of pasture, 100 acres
of Arable and 40 acres of meadow and 80 acres of woodland,
with the appurtenances, etc., in East Coker, etc., held of Sir
William Courtenaye, Knight, as of his manor of East Coker,
and the said William Balche died so seized ; after whose death
the said pasture and land and meadow and wood, with the
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appurtenances, etc., descend to John Balche, as son and heir
of the said William. And the said William was seized of one
messuage, 20 acres of land, meadow and pasture, with its
appurtenances, in Witencomb, in the said county of Somerset,
etc., held of Robert Pike, as of his manor of Pykkeseighe, etc.,
also of the moiety of a messuage, 20 acres pasture, with its
appurtenances, in Aldon, and 20 acres in Fydington, next
Stokegursey, etc., held of Sir William Tarrant, as of his manor
of Fydington, etc., all of which descended to John Balche, as
above. The jurors found the said William Balche died 20
March, 24th of Henry VIII., and John Balche is the son and
heir of the said William, and is 86 years of age and more.”

Two years later, April 1, 1536, this John Balche in turn
made his will, though he did not die until 1552. He and his
descendants are described as being of “ Horton,” a hamlet, a
mile and a half west of Ilminster church. To his daughters,
Anne, Alice and Agnes, he bequeathed £10 each upon their
majority. It appears from another source—the visitation of
Somerset of 1631—that he had an elder daughter, Joan, who
had probably received her portion upon her marriage with
Robert Hyett, of Street. Agnes wedded Christopher Bour-
man [Bowerman or Boreman] of Wells. His son John re-
ceived a legacy of £10. His sons Thomas and Anthony are
mentioned, and to George, his son and heir, is bequeathed his
bay gelding in Donyett Park. There is also a bequest to
St. Andrews church at Wells. Hugh Balche, another son, is
not mentioned in the will, but the residue of the estate is
given to Isabell, the widow, who is made executrix, with John
Walys and William Balche overseers.

This William may have been a brother, a son of William of
Higham, and he is an interesting personage if he was, as
would appear, the William Bawlche of West Chinnock, hus-
bandman, who died in 1611, for he must have been at the
time of his decease a centenarian.

Sir Nicholas Wadham, of Muryfelde [Merrifield] Knight,
left by his will, which was proved in 1542 and directed his
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burial to be at Ilminster, the sum of £8, 6 shillings and 8
pence, besides their wages, to each of his servants, Roger
Fontleroy, John Balche, William Bevyn and Anthony
Bolleyn. That they were esteemed and trusted is shown by
the fact that two of them were among the executors of the
will, and it is to be remembered, in judging of the value of
the properties mentioned in those ancient documents, that the
sums named had many times the purchasing power of the
money of these latter days.

It is possible that this John Balche was the son of that
name mentioned in the will of John Balche, and it may have
been this same John who, ten years later, in 1549, the third
year of the pious young King Edward VI., was made one of
the trustees of the noted Ilminster free grammar school,
which, upon the dissolution of the chantries, an act of refor-
mation which took place in 1547, was endowed with thelands
formerly dedicated to their support. The possessions of the
chantries passed to the crown, and those of the four con-
nected with Ilminster church were purchased of the King by
Giles Kaleway, of Stroud, in Dorset, and William Leonard, a
merchant, of Taunton, Somerset, and by them conveyed to
Humphrey Walrond, of Sea, in the parish of Ilminster, com-
monly called the founder of the school, and Henry Greenfield,
for the consideration of £126. They ¢ tendering the virtu-
ous education of youth in- literature, and godly learning,
whereby the same youth, so brought up might the better
know their duty as well to God as the King’s majesty, and for
divers other honest and godly considerations,”’ assigned over
all the premises acquired, including * Mody’s tenement,” be-
fore referred to, in May, 1549, to John Balche, gentleman, and
others to the number of eighteen, for the purpose of choosing
a proper school master. Humphrey Walrond was the precep-
tor chosen, and a house called the Cross house was appointed
for his use. |

George Balche, of Ilminster, gentleman, was the next rep-
resentative of this well-to-do family at Horton. Born
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about 1524, he died June 28, 1569. His will was dated June
21 of that year, and proved August 6th by Nicholas, his eld-
est son. In it he directs that he be buried in the southern
aisle of the church at Broadway. This village, a few miles
from Ilminster, took its name from its situation, being origi-
nally a few huts built on each side of a broad path ocut
through the woods of the forests of Neroche. This forest was
named from a very ancient Roman encampment, called Roche
castle, on the edge of Blackdown hill.

Bequests are made in George’s will to his wife Margery, his
daughter Katherine, to whom he left £60, and his sons
Nicholas, George and John. His brother Hugh is mentioned.
His widow Margery Bery, daughter of Bery, of Bery Nabor,
Devonshire, was his third wife, and the mother of his
youngest child, Walter of Tavistock, Devon, who left two
children, George and William. His second wife, named Kath-
erine, was probably the mother of the Katherine to whom he
left £60, while his first wife, Jane, daughter of Nicholas Ash-
ford, of Ashford, Devon, was the mother of his eldest son and
heir, Nicholas, and of George, John and Maximilian, the
three last named dying without issue [obiit sine prole] as
they are marked on the genealogical chart of the visitation of
1628.

George had lands in Horton, East Coker, Martock and
Cannington as appears by the inquisitio post mortem taken
at Yeovil, October 29, 1569, the 11th year of Queen Eliza-
beth, Stephen Brent being the escheator. Nicholas, the heir,
was not yet 18 years of age at the time of his father’s death.

It was about this period in history that desperate attempts
were made by the adherents of the church of Rome to bring
England again under the domination of the papacy, and the
country was for a long time threatened with a Spanish inva-
gion. Elizabeth came to the throne in November, 1668, and
for thirty years from that time, until the great Armada was
finally repulsed and scattered in July, 1588, the whole south

of England was in' a constant state of watchfulness and
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preparation. During that time the English militia system
was first organized and developed.

In September, 1560, two years after Elizabeth’s accession,
the ¢ mowster mayster "’ [ muster master] of the county of
Somerset, George Broughton, with a commission consisting
of seven Knights and eleven esquires, returned a most quaint-
ly spelled and worded “ certyffycathe unto the quenes ma®e
and here honorable counsell, of all syche abell men and ar-
mures as y8 within the countey afforsayde,” by which it ap-
pears that the total strength of the militia in the county was
close on to 7000 men. The account from which this
extract is taken “The Preparations in Somerset
Against the Armada,” by Emanuel Green, states that
there were twenty-one ¢captaynes” of the ‘abell” men
of Somerset, and that *“each captain had 300 men. except
William Balche, who had 200 only, the total available being
about 6,939.”

No place in this genealogy of the Balches, of Horton, can
be assigned to this particular Captain William Balech. The
company of * byllmen,” which he commanded was credited
to the hundred of Mark and Bempstone, on the northern
edge of the county. William, the farmer of West Chinnock,.
on the southern edge of the county some 25 miles away, was
then about 60 years of age. Nicholas had a cousin William,
the son of his uncle Hugh, but he was then a mere infant, if
indeed he was yet born.

Twenty-three years later, however, Nicholas, then 31 years
old, and just about & year married, was among those gentle--
men of the county whose means rendered them liable to fur-
nish and equip a “light horseman ” for the service.

On the 80th of September, 1683, the commissioners for
Somerset certified that, according to their orders of the 26th
of August, they had reviewed the demi-lances and light
horsemen, and found them in readiness, according to their
certificate, and such as since the last certificate had died or
gone away were replaced. Where men were wanting to-
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serve on the horses, time was given to the first of November
to supply them.

Under the head of the hundred of Abdick, in which Hor‘
ton is situated, they note that ¢ Nicholas Balche, gent.
made defalte and hath daye given him to furnish one l. h. as
aforesaid.” .

In the hundred of Somertom, on the same date, Thomas
Balche was one of two light horsemen furnished by James
Hodges. It is possible that Thomas was cousin of Nicholas.
Three years afterwards, March 14, 1586, in a return of * the
names of those persons charged to find horses in the west
part of Somerset,” Nicholas was again set down to furnish
one light horseman.

In the same year two other Balches, also possibly cousins
of Nicholas, for he had cousins of their names, were included
among ‘‘ The names of the CCC Shott and Pyckes, trayned
by Sir John Stawell, Knight, at Bridgewater, the vIrtth of
October in the xxvirtth year of her ma%* Raigne, anno
Dom. 1586.” These were William Balche, corporal of “shott,”
in the hundred of Langport, Muchelney and Pitney, and
John Balch of the “ pyckes ” of North Curry.

After all this drilling and training for thirty years, the
men of Somerset were not destined to strike a blow. The
Spaniards never succeeded in landing, and when, in 1588, the
great Armada finally appeared in English waters, it was
chased up the channel so far out to sea that it could not be
eeen from the Dorset coast, and no beacon was fired. Still,
as the enemy was known to have passed, the militia of the
counties moved with him toward London. Following the
pre-arranged plan, 8000 men from Dorset mearched into
Hampshire to protect Plymouth, and a similar number from
Somerset were sent into Dorset. From Dover to Gravesend
every man was astir, but, except as a prisoner, no enemy was
allowed to land.

During all these stirring years, Nicholas Balche—described
in the inquisition taken after his death as * generosus,” that
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is, well born, of good extraction—was apparently leading a
quiet and prosperous life. In him the fortunes of the family
seem to have culminated. At about the age of 29 he married
Sarah, the daughter of Robert May, of Charterhouse Hidon,
near Chedder, in Somerset, then deceased, who probably
brought him large landed property in addition to that inher-
ited from his father and grandfather. A deed in Latin, ex-
ecuted by him in 1582, soon after his marriage. under the
name Nicholas Balche de Horton, for the benefit of his wife
and children, makes mention of houses and lands, in Ilmin-
ster, East Coker, Martock, Cannington and Fidington. At
his death George Balche of Horton, 23 years of age, also de-
scribed as ¢ generosus ”’ was his eldest son and heir.

1t was this George, who, in 1623, being then 39 years of age,
subscribed to the genealogy and coat of arms recorded in the
¢¢ visitation ” of that year. He was then a bachelor, and there
is no evidence that he ever married, but reason to suppose
that he was single to the day of his death at the age of 74, in
1658.

During his long life Elizabeth had died, James had reigned,
Charles met his unhappy fate, Cromwell ruled, and the res-
toration of Charles II., in 1660, was near at hand.

George Balche was loyal to the King, and his property was
sequestered by the victorious Puritans, ¢ for his delinquency
that he adhered to the forces raised against the Parliament,”
and on January 11, 1648, he was constrained, much against
his will, perhaps, to make a petition in which he, *“ Humbly
prayeth to be admitted to a favorable composition for his said
delinquency.” Nearly a year elapsed, and then, December,
23, 1648, some of his friends petitioned in his behalf, but with
what success does not appear. It would seem very likely,
however, that these efforts were fruitless, and that much of
his large estate was alienated, and that, perhaps, little re-
mained to be administered upon by his niece, Dorothy Warre,
his executrix, when he died ten years later. With him and
his brother Nicholas, who died a month earlier, the fortunes
of this branch apparently ended.
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It was during the lifetime of this George, and in the year
in which he subscribed to the Balch genealogy and arms, ap-
parently as the recognized head of the family, that John
Balch, five years his senior, went to America. John may
have been a grandson of the first George Balch of Horton,
and a son of either Thomas, Robert or William, but no evi-
dence of such a descent is found, except a family tradition
that John Balch was of Horton.

Much interesting data remains, relating to the English
Balches of a later date, but not sufficiently connected to form
a narrative. It is to be hoped that some one of them of the
present day, with the facilities which the examination and
publication of ancient documents now afford more abundant-
ly than ever before, may undertake the task of compiling a
family history which shall show exactly the relationship of
all the Balches of Southern England.

For a number of years a branch of the family owned the
manor of St. Audries, previously alluded to, and the ‘¢ Gentle-
men’s Magazine’ of March, 1814, contains this notice.

“Died, at St. Audries, George Balch, Esq., last male de-
scendant of an ancient family.
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[ENeLIsH PERIOD.]

Willelmo Balch, ¢ Purye,” Roberto Balch, * Manerium de Wryng-
ton,’”’ Mathaeo Palch, Porlock, Roberto Borliche, ‘‘Pockyngtone,’
Johanne Balth, Stapletone, Rogero Barlich, ‘‘ Wollavingtone,”
Willelmo Baltche, Chiltone, and others, who may have been
Balches, were taxed, 18t year of Edward III.

Assumed date of birth of Richard Balch’s father. ,

Assumed date of birth of William Balche of Higham. [High Ham?]

May. Death of Richard Balch of Farnham, Surrey. Will proved
in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury. [21Vox.]

Birth of John Balch, son of William of Higham.

Birth of William Bawlche of West Chinnock. [8on of Willlam of

Higham.]

Probable date of birth of George Balche of Horton.

Mody’s tenement leased to John Balche, George Balche and others.

March 20, Death of William Balche of Higham, leaving large estate
as per Inquisitio post mortem taken at Wells, Nov. 8, 1584,

April1l, John Balch of Horton made a will, mentioning son and
heir George, sons John, Thomas and Anthony, and daughters
Anne, Alice and Agnes. Probably an elder dau. Joan. |24
Powell.]

Nov. 25, Sir Nicholas Wadham, Knt., of Merrifield, Som., made a
will, proved Jan. 30, 1642, leaving £8, 6sh., 8d., to ‘' my servant
John Balche.”

May 18, [3d Edw. V1.] John Balch, gent., and others, trustees of
Ilminster grammar school. [Collinson’s History of Somerset. ]
[Somerset and Dorset Notes and Queries. ]

John Balch died. Buried at Ilminster. Wife Isabel, extx., Wil-
liam Balch and John Walys, overseers. [24 Powell.]

Probable date of birth of Nicholas Balche, son of George.

September. William Balche [Hundred of Mark and Bemstone] a
captain of forces raised for defence against the Armada. [‘‘The
preparations in Somerset against the Armada’’—Emanuel
Green. ]

June 28. George Balche of Horton dies. To be buried in south
aisle of Broadway church. Held lands in Horton, East Coker,
Martock and Cannington, as per Inquisitio taken at Yeovil, Oct.
29, 1569.

About this time Jane, daughter of Edward Balshe of Kintsbury,
Devon, was wife of William Handcock of Combe Martin. [Ped.
in Visitation of Devon, 1564.]

(xxx)
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About this time Joan, daughter of John Balch of Horton, was wife
of Robert Hyett of Street. [Visitations of Somerset, 1581 and
1578.]

About this time Agnes Balche was wife of Christopher Bourman
of Wells. [Visitations, etc., 1681 and 1578.]

About this time Alice Radbard, of Aller, was wife of
[kdem.]

Probable date of marriage of Nicholas Balche of Horton, age 29.

April 22. Deed of marriage settlement between Nicholas Balche
of Horton, and John and Dorothy, son and widow of Robert
May, of Charterhouse Hydon [near Chedder] on behalf of his
wife Sarah May.

Sept. 80. Nicholas Balche [Hundred of Abdick] was noted as
falling to furnish a light horseman as required. [‘‘ Armada,
eto.” ]

Sept. 30. Thomas Balch [Hund. of Somerton] was one of two light
horsemen furnished by James Hodges, gent. [Idem. ]

Probable date of birth of George Balche of Horton.

March 14. Nicholas Balche [Abdycke] ‘‘ to furnish one light
horseman.” [‘‘Armada.”]

Oct. 4. William Balche, a corporal in Sir John Stawell’s band.
[Hundred of Langport, Muchelney and Pytney.] [Idem.]

Oct. 4. John Balch. [Hund. North Curry.] * Pyckes.” [Id.]

April 18. Will of Thomas Balche of Cote in Martock. Wife Avis,
sons, Thomas and Robert; daughters, Mary, Ann, Frances and
Avis. Hugh Balche a witness. [61 Dixey.]

Oct. 20?7 Will of Thomas Balche of North Curry. To be buried
there. Son John. [Adopted children named Miller?] Will
proved July 17, 1600.

April 10. Will of Mary Lottisham of Godmanston, Dorset, widow.
‘‘ My sister, Joan Balch.” [46 Montague.]

Aug. 26. Nicholas Balche of Horton died. His wife Sarah was
iliving and held possession of lands in Ilminster, East Coker,
Cannington, Martock and Fiddington. Son George, heir, age 23.
[Inquisition taken at Bridgwater, Sept. 17, 1607.] Had son
William as shown by pedigree in Somerset Visitation, 1623, and,
from other data, probably son Nicholas, and daughters Sarah
and Elizabeth.

Dec. 7. Will of William Bawlche, of West Chinnock, husbandman.

May 27. Will proved. It made bequestto wife Ellinor, son Peter
and to Azarius Bawlche and Johane, daughter of Hugh B.

Feb. 17. Nuncupative will of Hughe Balche, of Ilminster, gent.
Wife Elizabeth, son William and five children by former wife.
March 21. Will of Oliver Lottishan of Fordington in Babcary,

gent. ‘' My kinswomen Sarah and Elizabeth Balch."

Thomas Hodges died leaving as heir to property in Shepton
Mallet, his cousin Rebecca Hodges, then 12 years old, who in

Balch.
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1689 was wife of ‘“‘a certain John Balch.” [Fine Roll, 14th
Charles 1., part 26.]

1623. George Balche, of Horton was a bachelor, 39 years old. [Visi.]

1648. Carolus Balch, gent., of Stockgumber, was cited to appear at the
Visitation of that year, and the note made against his name.
‘‘Sarvant to the E. of Pemb. and will be at Ilchester or London.'*

1620. Will of William Balch of Beere in High Ham. Dated Nov. 9,
proved 1630, Aug. 3. To be buried at High Ham. All to son
Samuel.

1648. Jan. 11-18. George Balche, of Horton, gent., petitioned that he be
admitted to composition for his delinquency in adhering to the
forces raised against the Parliament. Lands in Huister [?] Coker
and other places sequestrated.

1648. Will of Thomas Balch, Vicar of Dulverton. Proved by widow

. Elizabeth, Sept. 11. Daughter, Ellinor; sons, Francis, John.
Thomas and Robert; brothers, Robert and John. [130 Essex
and Taunton Reg.] '









THE NEW ENGLAND FAMILY.

FirRsTt GENERATION.

1. John Balch,! heads the family which is now scattered
across the United States and along the Pacific coast. While
it has been possible to learn with much accuracy his own
history since he landed in September, 1628, all efforts to
trace him and his ancestry prior to his settling in America
have met with but slight success. But it is known that he
came from Somerset county, England, and early family tra-
dition says from Horton.

He came with a colony in charge of Captain Robert Gorges,
son of Sir Fernando, who had a grant of a large tract of land
which he wished to colonize. They landed at Wessegusset,
now known as Weymouth, Massachusetts. It is learned
from British archives that Capt. Gorges was commissioned
Governor of New England.

Concerning this place prior to his landing some interesting
facts deserve attention. Palfrey tells us in his history that
early in the year 1621 Mr. Weston of London sent over two
vessels, the Charity and the Swan, with some fifty men, to
settle a plantation for him in the Massachusetts Bay. Con-
cerning them Bradford of the Plymouth Colony received
warning from Cushing and Pierce, in England, that they
were base in condition and unfit for an honest man’s com-
pany. These men located at Wessegusset, and stole vegeta-
bles from the gardens of the Plymouth Colony. During

M
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their second winter their condition became desperate, and,
under the leadership of their chief man, Saunders, they took
food by force from the Indians. The Plymouth Colony re-
monstrated in the strongest terms against this robbery, and
because of it the Indians formed a plot to exterminate not only
Weston’s company, but the Pilgrims as well. This would
have probably succeeded, if the Plymouth Colony had not
been warned by a friendly Indian. In the spring of 1628 the
settlement was abandoned by Weston’s people.

Next came the Gorges company, of which John Balch was
a member, to the deserted settlement, in the fall of 1628.
This was the first direct from Great Britain to form a nucleus
for a permanent settlement in New England. The Plymouth
Colony and the Weston company were indeed earlier, but
the former came by way of Holland, and the latter dispersed.

Independence of religious thought and a disposition from
the first to break away from the Church of England charac-
terized the Gorges company. An Episcopal clergyman named
Morrell, who came with them, finding no opportunity to ex-
ercise his ecclesiastical authority, returned to England. The
vessel, that brought them over, shortly afterward sailed with
passengers to the Virginia Colony, while Capt. Gorges made
an exploration to the north, and soon returned to England.
After he left, the settlers were joined by some disaffected and
expelled members of the Plymouth Colony, among whom
was the Rev. John Lyford and Roger Conant.

About this time English capitalists formed the Dorchester
Company, with these settlers as its agents and employees..
The object was to carry on a fishery, and in 1624 the colony
removed to Cape Ann for this purpose. They had about two
hundred servants. An attempt had been made the year be-
fore to establish a plantation at Cape Ann, with Thomas
Gardner as overseer, with small success. Roger Conant, who
was described as ‘“a religious, sober, and prudent gentleman,”
was appointed Governor of the Dorchester Company, and
Lyford was the minister of the place.
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Cattle were received from England in 1625. The fishing
business not succeeding, most of the servants were returned
to England, and the colonists determined to change their vo-
cation from fishing to agriculture. The location at Cape Ann
was ill adapted to the new occupation, and in September,
1626, they removed with their families, stores and cattle, to
the Sagamoreship of Naumkeag, a densely wooded penin-
sula, where the Boston & Maine R. R. now crosses onto the

bridge over the harbor from Salem to Beverly. These first
settlers were :

Roger Conant, John Woodbury, John Balch,
Peter Palfrey, Rev. John Lyford, Thomas Gardner,
William Allen, Thomas Gray, Richard Norman, Sr.
Richard Norman,Jr. Walter Knight, = John Tilley,

Capt. William Trask, and others.

Some were married and had children, and there were in all
between _twenty-five and thirty souls. The rock on which
this noble band of pioneers stepped ashore at Naumkeag can
be seen from the cars as they cross Beverly harbor. It is
known as Forefathers’ Rock.

Here was a tribe of Indians, much reduced in numbers by
pestilence and wars, who gladly received the settlers for the
protection they might afford.

In the following year Lyford, who seems to have had a
restless disposition, planned to remove the colony to Vir-
ginia, but Rev. John White, a Puritan, known as the patri-
arch of Dorchester, learning of the contemplated move, wrote
a letter from England on behalf of the Dorchester merchants
who bad organized the company, which deterred most of the
settlers from leaving. In it he exhorted Conant not to desert

the business, and faithfully promised him that if he, with

Jobhn Woodbury, John Balch and Peter Palfrey, whom he
knew to be honest and prudent men, would stay at Naum-
keag, he would provide a patent for them. White was un-
able to keep his promise. It was evidently on these four
men that the projectors of the colony relied for the energy
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and intelligence requisite for the success of their enterprise.
The four came to be known as ¢ the Old Planters.” None
of them or their descendants are known to have been among
the persecutors of the Baptists, the Quakers, or the Witches,
but, on the contrary, a descendant of Woodbury kept a horse
saddled and a lantern lighted to aid any accused of witch-
craft to escape, and a grandson of John Balch dared to sign
a remonstrance against their persecution.

Carpenters among the settlers at Naumkeag built a frame
house for Conant, and assisted the others in the construction
of snug huts, so that they were enabled to pass the winter in
comfort. For two years they thus prospered, attended to
their cattle, and raised maize and hunted in common with
their Indian friends. Their various doings are set forth at
length in the papers by Geo. D. Phippen, in the Historical
Collections of the Essex Institute, Vol. 1.

In the meantime the Dorchester Company in England sold
their interest in the colony to the Massachusetts Bay Company.
The description of the Bay Colony’s grant shows how meagre
the geographical knowledge of America was at that time, for
its bounds are given as three miles north of the Merrimack,
three miles south of the Charles, and running west from the
Atlantic to the South seas.

John Endicott was sent over as governor of this new com-
pany. On September 6, 1628, he landed at Naumkeag with
his Puritanical band, and then it was that Conant’s party
learned of the change in their governors. Although the
original settlers desired accessions to their colonies, they were
not pleased with the followers of Endicott, for they quickly
perceived in them that stern religious intolerance which was
8o soon to develop into the cruel persecutions that have
stained the pages of New England history.

The winter’s stores were inadequate for the double colony.
The sad scenes of the Pilgrims’ first winter at Plymouth were
repeated at Naumkeag, and many died before spring.

Early in the following summer many more settlers ar-
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rived, abundant supplies were received from England, and
the colony was firmly established. The differences between
the adventurers (as the first settlers were often called) and
the Puritanical followers of Endicott were amicably adjusted,
and to commemorate the event, the town was incorporated in
July 1629, and named Salem, the Hebrew word for peaceful.

John Balch and about eighteen others, being members of
the church, were made freemen, May 18, 1681, that is, given
the right to vote and hold office. This is the first daute on
which freemen were made in America. Early in the year
1635 the Massachusetts Bay Company gave to the several
towns within its grant the right to give grants of land. The
town of Salem, in order to exercise this right, at once ap-
pointed five overseers and layers out of land for its precinct,
and one of these was John Balch. His name frequently ap-
pears in this capacity upon the records. On November 25,
1685, the town granted a thousand acres in what was then
known as the Bass River District, to be divided between
Roger Conant, John Woodbury, John Balch, Capt. Trask
and Peter Palfrey. They divided it to suit themselves. This
land was located between the head of Bass river and Wen-
ham pond. It afterwards became known as the ¢ Old Plant-
ers’ grant,’ and was included in the town of Beverly, .incor-
porated in 1668. )

John Balch, in 1638, built a two story frame house upon his
land, in which he spent the remainder of his life. In it his
son Benjamin? and Benjamin’s grandson 28 Benjamin* lived
and reared their families. From this last Benjamin it passed
to his daughter 78 Deborah® [Balch] Dodge in which family
and name the house has continued to the present tilme. The
Balch house, although subjected to some changes, is still stand-
ing in a good state of preservation. . Roger Conant and John
Woodbury also built houses near by, but Conant’s is now
entirely obliterated, and only the cellar hole remains to mark
the sight of the one reared by Woodbury.

The first thirteen executive rulers of Salem were chosen
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January 26, 1686-7, and in June following the number was
twelve selectmen. The name of John Balch appears in both
lists. Both his name and that of his wife Margary are in the
list of the first members of the first church in Salem. The
organization of this church was completed August 6, 1629,
and was the first Congregational church completely formed
and organized in America. The Plymouth church was the
first, but it was formed and organized at Leyden, in Holland,
during the temporary sojourn of the Pilgrims there, on their
way to this country. Solarge a part of it was transferred, that
it was considered the church to the new colony in A merica.

John Balch was twice married, Margary was the given
name of his first wife. There is no record of her parentage or
the date of their marriage, but it is not improbable that theirs
may have been the first and perhaps only marriage in the
Naumkeag settlement.

To them were born three sons.

2* BexJaMiN,? b, Winter of 1628 and 9; d. after Jan. 81, 1714-18.
8* Joun,s b. about 1630; d. June 16, 1663.
4* FRREBORN,8 b. about 1631; d. about 1658.

His second wife Agnes or Annis [Patch] gave him no chil-

dren.

John! died at his estate on Bass river, in May, 1648. His
will was duly made and filed among the Essex County records,
where itnow is. A printed copy and a fac simile are appended.
The inventory of John Balch’s estate rendered by Benjamin
Balch, February 2, 1648-9, amounted to 220£ s.18. d.4.

Ter WiLL or JoEN BaLoH.

The last will & testamt of John Balch, of Salem, bearing Date
the 16th day of May, 1648.

I, John Balch sick in bodie but in pfect memorrie doe make
this my last willj & testamt in manner & forme following my
debts paid & funeral expences discharged those goods God hath
gyven me it is my will to dispose of them as Followeth.
Imprimis I gyve unto Annis Balch my loving wife the Room nev-
lie Built wth twelve Akers of land of wch 4 akers to be in tilt and
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4 Akers of medowe with some pt of the barne to lay in her fruits
& halfe of the great fruit trees for & during the life of said Annis.

Itm I gyve Vnto my said wife my best bed wth all Convenient
furniture there vnto belonging & one fourth pt of all my house-
hold goods except the rest of my bedding & also 2 Cowes by
name Reddie & Cherie & one yearling heaffer. Further my will
i8 that soe long as my said wife shall live my said sonnes shall
sowe or plant 2 Akers of aforesaid 4 akers for my said wife for
the term of 7 years and after that our sonne Beniamin shall doe
all him sefe,

Item I gyve & bequeth to beniamin Balch my eldest sonne one
half of my farm to him and his heirs for ever as alsoe two yoke
of oxen 1 Cowe one third of my young Cattle & of the mare Colt
with one fourth pt of my household goods & halfe of the great
fruit trees & after the decease of my said wife my will is that
the said Beniamin shall have them all with those he hath planted
himself, )

Item my will is that all my Corne growing upon the ground shall
be equallie Divided into 4 equall pts among my wife & children.

Item I gyve vnto John Balch my second sonne one fourth of
my farme and one yoke of oxen one third of my young Cattle &
mare Colt one fourth of my household goods & half of the young
aple trees undispost of and one cow.

Item I gyve to ffree born Balch my youngest sonne one fourth
pt of my ffarme one yoke of oxen & one Cow I bred up for him
one third of the young Cattell & one third of the mare & one
fourth of my household goods & half the young Aple trees
betwixt him & his brother John equallie to be divided &
further my last will & testament & my loving friends John Prooc-
tor & william Woodberrie shall be overseers of the same in wit-
€88 hereof I have herevato put my hand the day & year above
written. JoaN Bavrom.
Witness :

PrrER NicrorAs Parch,
ParLrrey JErrERiz= Massky,

Agnes the second wife of John Balch!, left a will which
was declared illegal. In Nov. 1657, her stepson Benjamin
Balch?® brought into court a statement signed by several of
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his neighbors that all her estate was not sufficient to satisfy
his demands upon it.

BiLy oFr ExpeNsEs FOR LAST SICKNESS AND FUNERAL OF AGNES
BALcH.
Nouember 25, 1657.

a bill of charges in hir sickness and death by ten- £ 8. d.
dance for two years and better 3s. per weake

and is fifteen pound twellfe shillins 16 12 00
for my time for coming to town to Mr. Emri and
other ocations 1 00 00
at hir buriell for cfen and caks and drinks 40s. 2 00 00
18 12 00
The above menchened carg is in the sickness and death of Ane
Balch by me. BEN1AMIN BaLcH.

The amount of Agnes’ estate as per inventory was 9£ 11s.
00d.
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SEcOND GENERATION.

2. Benjamin,? eldest son of 1 John' and Margary Balch
was born in the Sagamoreship of Naumkeag during the
severe and trying winter of 1628 and 9 which followed the

arrival of Endicott. . .

The evidence which rl}-&b\ WWL
conclusively fixes his

birth in this winter was collected by David M. Balch and
published in the Salem Gazette on May 10, 1878, and in
Balch Leaflets, Nos. 1-8. Twenty-two years after the death

of Benjamin’s third son Johns the tradition of the family was

committed to writing, that Benjamin?® was the first born male-

child in the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Since it was in Sep-
tember, 1628, that the Naumkeag settlers learned that they
were the Massachusetts Bay Colony, and the name of the
place was changed to Salem in the following July, the
tradition is interpreted as indicating that Benjamin’s birth
was between these dates. April 10, 1706, he gives his age in
a sworn deposition as about 77. This places his birth prior
to April, 1629, and fixing it in the winter above mentioned.
The word male presented in the tradition seems to hint that
a female was born in the Colony before him.

Claims conflicting with the tradition that Benjamin® was
the first born have been held by the descendents of others,
and it will therefore be important to notice them in passing.

After the place took the name of Salem, Roger Conant, Jr.
was born, and when ten years old was granted 20 acres of
land as the * first born child in Salem.” He died in 1672
This left John Massey entitled to describe himself as the old-

)

'/
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est planter living in Salem who was born there. He was,
however, as several depositions show, two years younger than
Benjamin Balchs who lived in Beverly.

Benjamin® received at his father’s death half of the farm
and sundry other goods. From his brother John? he pur-
chased his share in the old homestead on Bass River, and in
1658 secured possession of his brother Freeborn’s® share in
his father’s estate. He lived in the old home from its build-
ing when he was nine years old, and in it all of his children
were born.

His independence of the rigid puritanical notions of the
times appears in several instances. For entertaining and
giving a night’s lodging to a stranger on foot, he was arrested
and fined, and he left the baptism of his children to their own
desires.

Previous to Benjamin’s last marriage he gave part of his
farm to three of his sons, and after his last wife's death he
deeded the home lot for a maintainance in his old age to his
grandson Benjamin¢. He executed other deeds to his sons,
and the last of these which has been found was given Janu-
ary 81, 1714-15, and shows that he completed his 86th year.
He left no will as most of his property was disposed of while
living. The date of his death is not known.

Benjamin?® was married first about 1660, to Sarah, the eldest
daughter of Thomas Gardner, the overseer of the first Cape
Ann Plantation. They had the following children, of which
the ten eldest were baptized April 10, 1670.

6* SaAMUEL,! b. May — 1651; d. Oct. 14, 1728,

6* BENJAMIN,® Db. 1653; d. Spring of 1608.

7¢# JomN,* b. 1654; d. Nov. 19, 1788.

8¢ JoskprH,? b. 1658; d. Sept. 16, 1676.

9* FREEBOBRN,” b. Aug. 9, 1660; d. June 11, 1729. A
10* Sananm* b. 1661; d. prior to 1717,

11* Amigamn,® b 1683; d. Apr. .30, 1706.

12* Rvurs,* b. 1685; d.

18* Mary,? b. 1667; d. Mch. 12, 1787.

14 JoNATHAN,* bapt.Apr. 10,1670; probably d. y.
186 Davmp,® b. July 9, 1671; d.u. m. Apr. 17, 1690,
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Benjamin’s wife Sarah died April 5, 1686, and February 6,
1689, he married Abigail, widow of Matthew Clarke, of Mar-
blehead. She died in January, 1690, aged 66 years. His
third and last marriage was to Grace Mallet. The ceremony
was performed on March 15, 1691-2 by Simeon Bradstreet,
Esq. To Benjamin and Grace were born two daughters.

16* DxsBoRAR,* b, June 6, 16903. d. May 5, 1717,
17% Lypia? b. Aug. 28, 1695.

His wife Grace probably died before 1704, since he signed
8 deed alone in that year.

3. John,? son of 1 John! and Margary Balch, was born at
Salem, Mass., about 1680. He was drowned by the upset-
ting of a skiff in a storm when crossing the ferry between Sa-
lem and Beverly, June 16, 1662. He married Mary, daughter
of Roger Conant. They had only one child.

18 MagRry,? died young.

John’s widow married William Dodge, * ye yonger.” The
inventory of his estate is given in a quaint old document
which is here copied entire.

JoHN BaLcH, EsTATE.

Court at Ipswich, March term, 1662. Administration granted
40 Mary, relick, Salem, June. Inventory returned ro. Ipswich
81, March 1663 No. 30. Whereas there was administration
granted to Mary Balch of the estate of her late husband John
Balch, & the court at Salem the 4th, month 1662 did divide the
estate between the said Mary Balch & Mary the daughter of the
#8’d John Balch : now the said daughter being dead, by the consent
of parties it is ordered that Benjamin Balch shall after the end
of seven years next coming, enjoy all the lands that did belong to
the said John Balch, being 50 acres in all more or less, only the
said Mary to enjoy all the improved land, upland and meadow,
during the said term of seven years the rest to be in his possesion.

An Inventory of all such goods and lands as John Balch of
Blalem deceased was possessed of, made the 19th, of the first
qonth 1662, and prized by us subscribed














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































