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V1 DEDICATION,

hasty dictates of gratitude.—~Yet, I have
the confidenee to hope, that the tenour of
this Dedication will deserve a less severe
censure, and that it will be even said, I
have narrowed the limits of my subject.
Wiry I had resolved to intrude my
book of Travels on the noticc of the.
public, 1 naturally looked around, being
an unknown author, for some name to
give it a sanction; not thc sanction of
wealth or grandeur; for they are not al-
ways the criterion of worth ; but that which
was to be obtained from the man, who
stood eminent for the qualities which
most essentially contribute to the lhonour
and welfare of his country. \
TuEe object of this search, which does
not cross the eye at cvery glance, was
seen with pleasure; and though the uses
derived from it may be deemed presump-
tuous, I could not resist the desire of
fixing so bright an ornament to iy work ;
" and of offering, however stender, my tri-
~ buteé of applause to actions, which démand
a dfstmgmah@d page in the anml% of our
pation. .
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PREFACE

~ Booxs of Voyages and Travels having been ever held
in estimation, and indulgently received, I am the less
fearful of submitting the following volume to the notice
of the public. A knowledge of the manners of different
nations qualifies domestic prejudice, and enlightens the
mind; but the subjects of Britain derive from it a sin-
sular benefil; they see, through a comparison that coms
municates a fond pleasure to the heart, the unrivalled
excellency of their laws, constifution, and government ;
they see these vare gifis brightly reflected on their
national character, which still avowedly maintains its
pre-eminence amongsl the nations of the European
world. Were a.man fo form a judgment of the bias
of hig own genius and disposition (on the merits of
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Lorpsnip may yet continue to govern the
British dominion in India, and complete
the work that already hath assumed so
fair an aspect. The sacrifice is great, but
the reward s still greater; it will reach be-
yond the sovereign’s bounty, or the people’s
praise.

i

I have the honour to be,
With the most profound respect,
My Lorp,
Your Lorpsnie’s
Most devoted,
And most obedient
humble Servant,

GEORGE FORSTER.

" CALOUTTA,
August the 1st, 1790,
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Itz Fortune, which, from the day of an-
cient Rome, has been ordinanly followed
by neglect, obscurity, and oftentimes dis-
grace, opencd a morc extensive field for
the display of Your LorbpsHipr's endow-
ments ; and like the blasts of Winter on
the rooted oak, hold out honourable tes-
timony of superior strength.

In the Eastern world, Your Lorpsu1p
has been opposed to an enemy far more
formidable, — the posscssion of a power
never before exercised by a British subject ;
not even committed to the first magistrate
of our state; and which extends over a
spacious region, a numerous and wealthy
people. Yet, far removed from controul,
in a land whose every principle of govern-
ment is actuated by a rapaciouns avarice,
whose people never approach the gate of
authority without an offering, we have
seen, and with wonder, the inflexible main-
tenance of an integrity, only to be equal-
led by a temperate use of Soramand.

Bur, pamgymk being the least grateful
where it is the most due, I will CMM thw

address, with a zealous wish, that Yioun
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