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lioth banks of the Lyaree River. There Jinnahbhai rented the second floor
Apurtment of a three-story house, Wazir Mansion (since rebuilt and made
lilo 1 national monument and museum), in the bustling cotton mart on
Newnham Road still cluttered with camels and laden with bales of raw
votlon,

Ilere sometime in the 1870°s Mohammad Ali Jinnah was the first of seven
vhilidvon born to Mithibai and her husband.? Certificates of birth and death
weoro not issued by Karachi’s municipality prior to 1879, and though Jinnah
I lutor life would claim December 25, 1876, as his true date of birth, the
liithdny officially celebrated throughout Pakistan, there is reason to doubt
I neenracy. Unlike Hindus of comparable wealth and social status, who
would have been careful to record the precise date and moment of a child’s
Ilith for astrological purposes, Muslims generally did not concern them-
slven with birthdates and no records were kept prior to their enrollment in
i public school. The register preserved at the first such school Jinnah at-
tndod, the Sind Madressa-tul-Islam of Karachi, notes October 20, 1875, as
the bitth date of “Mahomedali Jinnahbhai.”

At birth, in fact, “Mamad” (his pet name at home) was “small and
wiil " his devoted sister Fatima (July 31, 1893-July 9, 1967) recalled. “His
lisnlth caused concern as he weighed a few pounds less than normal.”™
Muiel was approximately six when his father hired a private tutor to start
Iils won on alphabets and mathematics, but the boy proved “indifferent” to
shulion, “positively loathed” arithmetic, and could not wait to go outdoors
ik soun ns his tutor arrived. Those private lessons were one indicator of how
[limalibhai Poonja’s business had prospered by the early 1880’s. The annual
vilie of Karachi's trade almost doubled since he had arrived scarcely a
devide enrlier, climbing to above 80 million rupees. Jinnahbhai handled all
sile of produce, cotton, wool, hides, oil-seeds, and grain for export, and
Miunchester manufactured piece-goods, metals, and refined sugar imports
il the busy port. Business was so good, in fact, with profits soaring so high,
that ho became a “banker and money-lender” as well for his customers.
Ppite Islam's prohibition against lending or borrowing money at interest,
bnbing was clearly how Jinnahbhai made his fortune, and subsequently
Lot 1t

Iianly in 1887, Jinnahbhai’s only sister, Manbai, who had married an even
e auceessful Khojo named Peerbhai and lived in metropolitan Bombay,
s Lo visit, Mamad loved Auntie’s witty, vivacious, cosmopolitan good
o, and whe in tuen adored her bright, handsome young nephew. “Night
allor nlght” Fatima remembered, Manbai told them “wonderful tales of
Butdon and the fying carpet; of fing and dragons.” She lured Mumad back to
Hombay with her that year, mtroducing him to the great ofty that was to
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vloment in Jinnah’s legal education, however, was the two years of “reading”
ipprenticeship he spent in a barrister’s chambers. He would follow his mas-
lur's professional footsteps outside chambers as well, through all the corri-
oty of Temple Court, up every creaking stair of Holborn’s crowded pubs.
With slight exaggeration one might say that if, in addition to the above, a
lilght lad read William Blackstone’s Commentaries on common law he
vonild cram enough information into his head to pass the final examination
[ior to admission to the Bar. Jinnah's class still belonged to that old school
il young gentlemen who were deemed fit for a career in law as long as they
lnow the jargon, dressed pro perly, and ate with the right utensils.

When he was not in chambers or dining in Great Hall, Jinnah passed
iich of his time in. London strolling or studying in the book-lined Reading
Huom of the British Museum, a Mecca for scholars the world over. On Sun-
tliiyn, when that haven closed, he went at times to Hyde Park corner at the
Miurhlo Arch to listen to the open-air oratory of anyone who had a box to
stand upon and the courage to speak his mind on any subject. Irish Home
Il was one of the burning issues of the day, and Irish Parliamentary party
M I Alfred Webb, whom Jinnah had heard from Westminster’s gallery,
Witk wlected to preside over the Madras Congress in 1894. “I hate tyranny
Al oppression wherever practised, more especially if practised by my own
Cioverment, for then I am in a measure responsible,” Webb said to his
Iulin audience that December. And until the “Irish question” was resolved,
Piosident Webb insisted, India, like the rest of the British Empire, would
suller, for Parliament “is paralysed with . . . the affairs of under five mil-
lie ol people, and ministries rise and fall on the question of Ireland rather
than great Tmperial interests.”® It was an important lesson for Jinnah, one
e whvonsciously assimilated during those early lonely years in London, of
Bow o wmall minority and its insistent demands could “paralyze” a huge em-
jlie o lonmed to appreciate all the weaknesses as well as strengths of
Hitleh character, Whether or not he ever rose the requisite minimal height
ahive the wacrosanct soil at Hyde Park corner to harangue any London audi-
s Bimwelf, he learned many useful debating tricks merely by listening
e and engaging speakers in argument.

Mot evory weekend was spent in London, however. He went at least once
f Cdond with friends, later recalling that his first “friction with the police”
decnied during the annual Oxbridge boat race, when “I was with two
il nd wo were caught up with a crowd of undergraduates. We found

0ottt slde street, so we pushed each other up and down the roadway,
nithwe wore aerestod and taken off to the police station . . . [and] let off
S cnution ™ IE wa the closest this remarkably law-abiding Indian
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volee is there in Parliament to tell at least what the native view is on any
([uestion.™ Lord Salisbury, the ousted Tory prime minister, characterized
lulr-ykinned Dadabhai as a “black man” during the campaign, a racist slur
(it backfired, contributing to Parsi Dadabhai’s victory. The volunteer ward
lahors of energetic young Indians like Jinnah helped bring the voice of a
londing Indian nationalist to echo through the mightiest chamber of the
Iitish Empire.

“If Dadabhai was black, I was darker,” Jinnah told his sister. “And if
(hix was the mentality of the British politicians, then we would never get a
lulr deal from them. From that day I have been an uncompromising enemy
ol ull forms of colour bar and racial prejudice.”® Jinnah listened from the
Commons gallery to Dadabhai’s maiden speech in 1893 and “thrilled” as he
liwurd the Grand Old Man extol the virtues of “free speech.” As Jinnah noted,
hare he was, an Indian, who would exercise that right and demand justice
lor s countrymen.” Without freedom of speech, Jinnah wisely understood
Ay nition would remain “stunted” or wither “like a rose bush that is planted
I i place where there is neither sunshine nor air.”2! Thanks to Dadabhai’s
lpiring example, Jinnah entered politics as a Liberal nationalist, joining
Clngress soon after he returned to India.

Did Jinnah embark upon his study of the law in preparation for a po-
litioal carcer? No record survives of the thoughts that passed through his
iind in the spring of 1893. We know only that he did decide to sit for his

little go" preliminary examination, a “relatively simple” test for admission
{0 the Tnns of Court; he took it without the Latin portion and “passed” on
May 25, 1893, Had he procrastinated he might not have been able to com-
plete hiy legal apprenticeship, for next year a number of prerequisites were
wilided and the process of professional legal certification was substantially
jalonged, Jinnah’s funds would have run out before he finished his studies.
Hur vould he have received any further support from home, since his father’s
lurtine, tied to the vagaries of world market and monetary exchange cycles
it plinged India’s silver rupee into deep depression relative to British
pulilhnoked sterling after 1893, then collapsed.

liven if Jinnahbhai Poonja could have afforded the luxury, it is doubtful
that he would have contributed another rupee to his son’s support in Lon-

dun The old man wag “furious” when he learned of Jinnah’s impulsive de-

cldon to nhandon his business career. Nor is it very likely that Sir Frederick,
ar oy of his elders at Graham's home office, would have lifted a further
Hinger to help this

Sindhi upstart ingrate.” As Jinnah well knew, he was on
Wl own, No pillars of support remained to fall back upon, Nor would this be
the ouly time o life that he would find himself isolated, cut off in so
pentlony a posttion, SHIL he never fultered, noting with surgical swiftness to
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that now displays the County Council’s blue and white ceramic oval show-
ing that the “founder of Pakistan stayed here in 1895.” Now rather run-down,
that block of attached buildings must have looked quite fashionable in
Jinnah’s day. The flat he lived in was owned by Mrs. F. E. Page-Drake, a
widow with “an attractive daughter who was about the same age” as Mo-
hammad Ali and “liked my brother.” Perhaps to reassure herself, the spinster
I'atima added, “but he was not the flirtatious type and she could not break
through his reserve.”> “She would sometimes arrange mixed parties in her
mother’s house, and among the various games she would organise was one
in which the penalty for a fault was a kiss. Mohammad Ali always counted
lhimself out of this kissing game. ‘One Christmas Eve,” he recalled, “Miss
I'ige-Drake threw her arms around me as I was standing under some mistle-
loe, the significance of which I did not then know, and said that I must kiss
her, T told gently that we too had our social rules and the mistletoe kiss was
not one of them. She let me go and did not bother me again in this man-
ner "% Most puzzling perhaps about so innocuous an incident is why Miss
Jinnah should have considered it important enough to report in detail. Was
It simply a prudish sister’s way of embellishing the historic record to keep
lier great brother’s image immaculate?

Jinnah anglicized his name in London, replacing the cumbersome Mo-
hinmmed Ali Jinnahbhai of Karachi with its streamlined British version,
M, A. Jinnah, which he first used for crossing his Royal Bank of Scotland
thecks. He also traded in his traditional Sindhi long yellow coat for smartly
fullored Saville Row suits and heavily-starched detachable-collared shirts.
Iix tall, lean frame was perfectly suited to display London’s finest fashions.
Jlnnah was to remain a model of sartorial elegance for the rest of his life,
vnrefully selecting the finest cloth for the 200-odd hand-tailored suits in his
wirdrobe closet by the end of his life. As a barrister he prided himself on
nover wearing the same silk tie twice. The very stylishness of his attire ex-
londed to the tips of his toes, which were sheathed in smart two-tone
lonther or suede. Few Englishmen ever developed as keen an interest in
(ross as did Jinnah, His perfect manners and attire always assured him
vnlry into any of England’s stately homes, clubs, and palaces. Like Anthony
Iiddon and the Duke of Windsor, Jinnah became a model of fashion the world
uver, rivaled among his South Asian contemporaries only by Motilal Nehru.

Mr. M. A, Jinnah did not take long to abandon the drudgery of his

Cirnham’s apprenticeship, He arrived in London in February 1893 and on
April 25 of that year “petitioned” Lincoln’s Inn and was “granted” permis-
don “to be exeused the Latin portion of the Preliminary Examination,™”
Tho grand and petty Tures of London dislodged him from his musty desk in

the old ity Walldng townrd the wplrew ol Westmingter, jinnuh sauntered
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Selinol on Lawrence Road, close to home, in the hope that that might prove
4o congenial stimulus for his restless mind. He stayed only a few
wunths, however, and perhaps the legacy of that Mission school was to stim-
ilite iy interest in and attraction to the importance of December 25.

Iy 1500 business was good enough for Jinnahbhai Poonja to buy his own
slithles” and several “handsome carriages.” His firm was closely associated
Wit tho leading British managing agency in Karachi, Douglas Graham and
Lumpany, Sir Frederick Leigh Croft, Graham’s general manager may have
fherited his job with his baronetcy. Sir Frederick’s influence on Jinnah’s
e waw, indeed, so significant that it is unfortunate so little is known of
I A “Kingwoman” remembered Croft, thirty-two at the time, as a
lehelor ind “something of a dandy, with a freshly picked carnation in his
lwittonhole each morning; a recluse and a wit, uncomfortable in the presence
ul ehildien, whom he did not like.”® And a decade later, this thumbnail de-
stlption might also suffice for his provincial apprentice, though instead of
i cnrnntion, Jinnah chose a monocle, borrowed from another of his British
el of high style, Joseph Chamberlain. Sir Frederick obviously liked
Mamnd; thinking highly enough of his potential to recommend the young
it for i apprenticeship to his home office in London in 1892. That single
Iettor (o London lifted young Jinnah from provincial obscurity into the orbit
ul Weitish fmperial prominence, accessible at that time to fewer than one in
adnilion Indians, Paradoxically, Karachi proved a far better launching pad
i [hannl's career than Bombay would have been, since there were hun-
et (1F ot thousands) of young men in Bombay at least as well con-
nectedd fF not as bright as Jinnah, all of whose parents doubtless tried to
suivinee men like Croft there to do as much for their sons. Karachi, how-
sver had only one Jinnah.

When his mother learned of her favorite child’s latest travel plans, she
st ant bitterly against the trip. Bombay with Auntie had been far enough,
sl el oo long a separation, Now London? Alone and for two years at
It her it was out of the question, impossible, and intolerable—perhaps
huttion told her she would never see him again. Her tears, imprecations,
sl aegiments continued for weeks, but Jinnah had made up his mind. His
wiathior could not change it. Finally, “after much persuasion,” she sur-
teidered consenting—on one condition, “England,” she said, “was a dan-
pevie conntry to send an unmarried and handsome young man like her
i Bome Foglish ghel might lure him into marriage and that would be a
By for the [innah Poonfa fumily, " e protested at first, yet saw how
sl t mennt to her and finally “behayed like an obedient son,” accepting
W aeranged martage as the price of hiv passage to Bngland, Ty mother
Fonid wowultable Khofn giel tn Panell village, fourteonsyenr-old Emibai, “n
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i Jinnah now worked together to fashion a formula agreeable to all po-
litfeal factions and communities. While reiterating Congress’s general major
omands for reform, Sinha focused on three specific matters concerning
Which he had found “practical unanimity of opinion.” The first called for
Aty commissions for qualified Indians and “military training for the peo-
jile,” the second for extension of local self-government, and the third for
tloyelopment of our commerce and our industries including agriculture.”

The Muslim League met under the presidency of Bengali barrister
Mizhar-ul-Haque (1866-1921), another Congress liberal committed to
lihifoning a joint platform acceptable to both organizations. Several League
lbudors had argued against holding any meeting this year, fearing that what
Win snid at it might “embarrass™ the government during the war; but Presi-
ont Hague argued that

Our silence in these times would have been liable to ugly and mis-
thievous interpretation. . . . There is no such thing as standing still
I this world, Either we must move forward or must go backward.

+ It is said that our object in holding the League contemporane-
ously with the Congress in the same city is to deal a blow at the
Independence of the League, and to merge its individuality with that
ol the Congress. Nothing could be further from the truth. Commu-
nitiey like individuals love and cherish their individuality. . . . When
Hnity is evolved out of diversity, then there is real and abiding na-
Honal progress.'®

I'hore were, nonetheless, many members of the League who strongly re-
sinted iy effort at rapprochement. Angry dissidents led by the mercurial
Munlann Hasrat Mohani (1875-1951), moved to adjourn this meeting of the
i at the start of its second sitting on December 31, 1915. Jinnah had
il hoen recognized by the chair when Maulana Mohani jumped up to
st “Point of order!” The president ordered him to “please sit down.”
Uihor Urdusshouting orthodox Muslims rose inside the huge tent erected
ner the seashore on Marine Lines to support Mohani’s attempt to adjourn
i meoting before Jinnah could move the creation of a special committee
il w scheme of reforms. Some angry mullahs, who filled the visitor rows
al st started yelling at President Haque: “If you are a Mohammedan,
caught to appear like a Mohammedan. The Holy Quran asks you to dress
I Mohammedan, You must speak the Mohammedan tongue. You pose to
b o Mohinmmedan leader, hut you can never be a Mohammedan leader.”*
Shntlar antt-Western, revivalist sentiments would be hurled at Jinnah for
e ot ol hiy life; even after he was hailod the League's Quaid-i Azam
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il College at Aligarh, some sixty miles southeast of Delhi.
it e Oxbridge residential and tutorial collegiate system, Aligarh
Aititiony of wealthy young Muslim males of British India Western
il philosophy, and the dual virtue of loyalty to the British raj as
A bl Alfgarlvs cricket fields and commons rooms served as breed-
Wil for the Muslim League. Sir Sayyid himself, knighted in 1870,
| Nl it life to service in the British Empire. Appointed by the
i i linperial Legislative Council, Sir Sayyid argued from that
' flﬂmil‘m in 1883 against “the introduction of the principle of elec-
il wmple” into the body politic of “a country like Tndia, where
1 1 sl flourish, where there is no fusion of the various races,
e distinetions are still violent.” A decade later he denounced
il olijeot” of Congress as “based upon ignorance of history and
sunlitien they do not take into consideration that India is in-
A it nationalities; they presuppose that the Muslims like the
Weahiming the Kshatriyas . . . can all be treated alike, and
Ailing (o the sime nation.”® That was the earliest modern articu-
1 i tion theory, which was to become the ideological basis

il ol Bombay remained as remote from such feelings, as
& WU sl rensoning, as he had been in London in 1893, when
 fliat apuke ol Hindus and Muslims as “different nationalities.”
Sl (il e was the law, though his singular success as an
uit wiielated to his acting talent. “He was what God made
Bstiten ol Bombay's high court put it, “a great pleader. He
S b vould see around corners. That is where his talents
W vy olonr thinker, .. . But he drove his points home—
Il esquibsite weloction—slow delivery, word by word.”® An-
iy aoted, “When he stood up in Court, slowly looking to-
~plaetig Wi monocle in his eye—with the sense of timing
S B wotor-he became omnipotent. Yes, that is the
fptent " Jsehinn Alva said he “cast a spell on the court-room
b e by the worst circumstances. He has been our
Al e most famous legal apprentice, M. C. Chagla,
Ml appuinted ehief justice of Bombay’s high court, re-
U0 deden s “proventation of o case” was nothing less than “a

s heraen remuined Dadabhai Naoroji and another bril-
BB} W Pt community, Siv Pherozeshah Mehta (1845

inbien b worked for some time during this early inter-
v e Clongrom fn 1890 and stressed the role of all
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noting advocate-general, John Molesworth MacPherson. The latter took im-
imadiate liking to young Jinnah and invited him to work in his office. It was
(he first such invitation MacPherson “ever extended to an Indian,” Sarojini
Nuidu (1879-1949), one of Jinnah's most devoted friends, recalled.? Mac-
I'hergon’s confidence and support came “as a beacon of hope” at a low point
I Jinnah’s early struggles to establish himself. Auntie Manbai Peerbhoy, her
lusband, and their circle of friends, assisted him socially, of course,® and
living come through Lincoln’s Inn gave him the proper credentials; but
MucPherson did for Jinnah’s legal career what Croft had done for his life—
tmoved it from the humdrum realm of local competition to a more exalted
platean of power and possibility. In MacPherson’s chambers Jinnah had
iuuoows to information long before it reached the ears of penurious pleaders
plodding through dim corridors of the court. Within a few months of going
i work for MacPherson, he learned, for example, that one of Bombay’s four
Iinpiitracies (a municipal judgeship) was about to fall vacant. His response
I the aequisition of this valuable news offers a glimpse of young Jinnah in
uetlon, “Gazing through the window and smoking a cigarette” in the
ndvacatesgeneral’s office, Jinnah saw a “Victoria cab . . . slowly passing by,”
ished outside, and “jumped into it and drove straight to the office of Sir
Charlos Ollivant.” Sir Charles was then judicial member of the provincial
govermment of Bombay and found MacPherson’s handsome ambitious young
aulitant so impressive that he hired him to serve as “temporary” third presi-
denoy magistrate,

Jinnah sat for six months on the municipal bench, hearing every sort of
petly criminal case, from charges brought against two Muslim “opium
sl from Basra of concealing their dope under their turbans, to com-
jlaints by the Great Indian Peninsula Railway brought against riders ac-
sl ol failing to pay any fare, to accusations against ordinary Chinese
siimen for refusing to work on their ships while in port. Jinnah proved him-
sl bl und fearless as a judge but found the Bench a much less attractive
prutesdonal prospect than the Bar, Was it the pugnacity of youth that made
ilvnciey more faseinating for him? Or the lure of more lucrative rewards?
Pt i wall ag fortune went to great barristers, of course, and Jinnah
W Tor hoth, When Sir Charles offered him a permanent place on the
bl thorefore, at the perfectly respectable starting salary of 1,500 rupees
dnonth fu 1001, Jinnah declined, replying, “I will soon be able to earn that
sl b sdngle day."® As soon he did,

Hhe diwn of the Edwardian era, coinciding with that of the twentieth
cenbiny, tound Jinnah fivmly established in his chosen career, carning
sigh money to rent a “new office.” Heo “spared no expense” to furnish that
clegant and attractive chnmbser,” hig sister recalled, in a manner which “any
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I'liey were surprised, and they tried to persuade me, but my mind was made
1 According to the terms of the contract I had signed with them, I was
10 have given them three months notice before quitting. But you know, they
wore Fnglishmen, and so they said: ‘Well when you have no interest in the
slue, why should we keep you, against your wishes? 26

The signed contract indicates how serious Jinnah’s commitment to Lon-
iy stage and acting had been. It was obviously his first love at this time.
Hin father’s “long letter” had dissuaded him, forcing him to change his mind
i i matter of major importance, but that was the last time he would ever
il 10, The charge of familial “treason” cut his conscience to the quick, leav-
Iy him sorely wounded. Apparently that letter also informed him of his
muther's death, and possibly of his wife’s as well. For in reporting how

multant” he had felt after landing the job, he noted, “I wrote to my parents

iiving for their blessings.” What a shock that letter from his father must
live been, full of dread news and reprimand. And what a cloud it must
linve cast over his last days and weeks in London.

On May 11, 1896, “Mahomed Ali Jinnah Esquire, a Barrister of this So-
ity petitioned the benchers of Lincoln’s Inn for a “certificate” attesting
lils “Admission Call to the Bar and of his deportment.” With that talisman
I wauld be welcome to join the Bar of any court in British India. Now he
Wi rendy to go home, but not to Karachi. There was nothing left in Karachi
that he truly cared for any more. So before leaving London he transferred
e tolal balance of his bank account to a new account in his name to be
npened at the National Bank of India, Ltd., Bombay. That was done on
Iuly 15, 1896. Next day he climbed the gangway of the P & O liner that
sillud engt, Karachi would be nothing more than a brief stop en route to the
tiy he chose as his new permanent home. His father had lured him from
Lindon with its matchless wonder, but nothing short of the partition of
Hulin would bring him back to live in Karachi—and then only briefly, to
il i new nation, before dying.
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Muhammad Ali Jinnah
in his Sindhi costume, 1892
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Jinnah, c¢. 1910

Ruttie Jinnah around the time of her marriage,
c. 1918






EPUB/image_0007_02.jpeg
100 KILOMETERS

100 MILES Bay of Bengal






EPUB/image_0007_01.jpeg
ajpur

(GES
: uTHS OF THE oan
MO!

50 100 KILOMETERS
e, =

—
50 100 MILES Bay of Bengal

FAST PAKISTAN from 1947-71





EPUB/image_0006_00.jpeg
AFGHANISTAN 0>

T .
v’ A 8 < ;
§ 'l/s”Queua AN
(\' g i A P 4
R——— “SRPAKISTAN i

\ N

/\P\\A

Intarnational boundary

Dinputed boune | ‘ 1
(bputad boundary . el
100 ot boundary between e
s Coftralled by Indta and Pakistan

o 200 MiLES
0 darmmu and Kashmie i






EPUB/image_0005_00.jpeg
Contents

1 Karachi 3
2 Bombay (1896-1910) 16
3 Calcutta (1910-15) 32
4 Lucknow to Bombay (1916-18) 42
5 Amritsar to Nagpur (1919-21) 61
6 Retreat to Bombay (1921-24) 73
7 New Delhi (1924-28) 80
8 Calcutta (1928) 92
9. Simla (1929-30) 103
10 London (1930-33) 119
11 London-Lucknow (1934-37) 134
12 Toward Lahore (1938-40) 155
13 Lahore to Delhi (1940-42) 184
14 Dawn in Delhi (1942-43) 204
156 Kurachi and Bombay Revisited (1943-44) 221
16 Simla (1944-45) 237
17 Quotti and Peshawar (1045-46) 247






EPUB/image_0007_00.jpeg
JINNAH OF PAKISTAN





EPUB/image_0006_01.jpeg
¢ e
\4 \Nn%

\j BANGLADESH

S

FGHANISTAN 0
AFGHANISTAN __ 0-

e

P e g
Cemime— SR PAKISTAN
A

W )
49 o SE P

i 1

jy \ <
A L\, o
- Y

I N DS

Hyderabad 1. i

Arabiay, S >
Seey ol e
niatnational boundary ‘
Dispiitad boundar | o
IR RRMGNTY o 200 KILOMETERS
A S !
1ot boundary botween Peen .
aih controlled by Indra and Pakistan 0 T agaies
i danm and f<aghmir ) Lk

WIEST PAKISTAN from 1947-71





EPUB/image_0001_00.jpeg





EPUB/image_0000_00.jpeg





EPUB/image_0003_01.jpeg
Preface

Iow Individuals significantly alter the course of history. Fewer still modify
the map of the world. Hardly anyone can be credited with creating a
nalton-state, Mohammad Ali Jinnah did all three. Hailed as “Great Leader”
[ Unald-i-Azam) of Pakistan and its first governor-general, Jinnah virtually
vonfured that country into statehood by the force of his indomitable will.
I plice of primacy in Pakistan’s history looms like a lofty minaret over
Il iehioyements of all his contemporaries in the Muslim League. Yet Jin-
il hogan his political career as a leader of India’s National Congress and
unlil after World War I remained India’s best “Ambassador of Hindu-
Muslim Unity.” As enigmatic a figure as Mahatma Gandhi, more powerful
i Pandit Nehru, Quaid-i-Azam Jinnah was one of recent history’s most
thriimatic leaders and least known personalities. For more than a quarter
ventury I have been intrigued by the apparent paradox of Jinnah’s strange
sy, which has to date never been told in all the fascinating complexity of
i hailltant light and tragic darkness.

Many people have helped make this book possible. To the late Lord Louis
Muunthutten I am indebted for his having so generously given me a morn-
It the last year of his life to recall personal meetings with and impres-
To Begum Liaquat Ali Khan I am equally indebted for her
ance in Karachi. Professor Z. H. Zaidi of Lon-
dun Undvergity most warmly encouraged me to write this book more than a
decade ngo and helped in many ways; he shared his Jinnah letters with me,

s ol Jinnal

pnctous hospitality and assist

sl hiw own cogent articles, and introduced me to his old friend and one of
Jnah' closest collengues, Mr, M. A, HL Tspahani, who was still living in
banddon then, Viee-Chancellor Sie Cyril Henry Philips of London Univer-
s Bty wustated mo durdog the enely stages of my long search for [innah,
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