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Psalm CVL 30, 31.

Then flood up Thinehas, and executed Judg-

ment : and jo the 'Plague was flayed.

And that was counted unto him for Righte-

oiifnefs, unto all Generations for evermore.

N order to underftand thefe Words al-

right, it is neceflary to recollect the Hi-

ftorical Occafion of them. When the

Ifraelites, in their Paffage

to Canaan, continued for
^^xv.i,

fome time in the Borders of Moab, they

began to be corrupted with the Lewdnefs and Idolatry

of the Women of that Countrey. And thefe are Vices

that have been frequently obferved to be nearly allied

to one another. In a juft Senfe of the Heinoufnefs of

thefe Sins, Mofes and the Body of the Ifraelites, who

firmly adhered to the true God, thought it their

Duty to humble themfelves before him, and lament

the Difobedience of their Brethren at the Door of the

tabernacle. In Defiance of this publick Humiliation,

and even in the Sight of Mofes and all Ifrael, that

mod impudent Act of Lewdnefs was committed by an

Ifraelite with a Woman of Midian, (a Countrey ad-

joyning to Moab, and confederate with that People

againft Ifrael) which is recorded at large in the xxvth

A 2 Chapter



4 A SERMON preached to the Societies

Chapter of Numbers, whither I refer you for Particu-

lars. Upon this aftonifhing Sight, the holy Zeal of

Phinehas, the Grandfon of Aaron, was fo ftrongly ex-

cited, that he immediately arofe from amongji the

Congregation, and executed fpeedy Juflice upon thofe

Criminals, by killing them both together with his own

Hand. For Mofes, by the exprefs Command of God,

whofe Anger was kindled againft Jfrael,

ibid. ver. 4, ^ad given Orders to the Judges, that

they Jhould flay thofe Men that had joyned

themfehes unto Baal-Peor ; that is, by partaking of

the Feafts on the Sacrifices offered to that moft im-

pure Idol, and pra&ifing the fame Proflrations before

it. In Confequence, therefore, of this Injunction of

Mofes-, his Superiour, Pbinehas feems to have exerted

his pious Zeal, as an Affiftant of the Judges of Ifrael,

if he were not a Judge himfelf, as he may well be

fuppofed to have been, the Priefts being commonly part

of the Sanhedrim, and Executors of Civil Juflice among

that People. But however that be, the nice Con-

juncture of the Affairs of Jfrael at that Time made

the Expiation of fo flagrant a Sin by the Death of

the Offenders the more neceffary. And the deep Senfe

that Phinehas had of the injured Honour of God, and

the Deftruction of his People by the Plague, in Con-

fequence of their Revolt from him, very juftly in-

flamed his Heroical Zeal, and render 'd his Sacrifice of

the two daring Criminals fo fatisfaftory,

; .
ver.

.

t^at t^e -pj
clgUe was j}ayeci immediately.

There have indeed been different Opinions among In-

terpreters about the Word we here tranflate the

Plague ; namely, whether it is to be peculiarly under-

ftood of that Difeafe, confider'd as judicially inflicted

by God, or whether it fignifies that Deftruction of the

. ido-
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idolatrous Ifraelites, which God and Mofes had com-
manded. But fince the fame Word is allowed to fig-

nify elfewhere a contagious Diftemper,

judicially fent by Heaven, it may very
2 Saf"' XXIV

'

properly be here underftood in the ftrift

Senfe of it : Tho' indeed there is no Inconfiftency in

fuppofing that thofe that died of the Plague, and like-

wife thofe that were put to Death by the Judges, made
up the great Sum of Twenty four Thoufand Perfons,

that are faid to have died on that Oc-
cafion.

JW.xxv.9.

Having given this previous Account of the Context,

I mall, from the Words now read to you,

I. Enquire, how far the Pattern of Phinehas is imi-

table by us. tfhen flood up Phinehas, and exe-

cuted Judgment.

II I mall lhew, that fuch is the prefent State of

the Moral World .among us, that nothing but a

zealous Reformation of Manners can prevent our

Ruine, and divert the impending Judgments of

God from falling upon us. And fo the Plague

was flayed.

And, III. I {hall evince from the whole, that a De-
gree of Honour, proportionable to that of Phinehas,

cannot but attend the excellent Labours of the

Societies for Preformation of Manners among us.

And that was counted unto him for Righteoufnefs,

unto all' Generations for evermore.

Agreeably to the Method propofed, I am,

I. To enquire, how far the Pattern of Phinehas Is

imitable by us.

Now
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Now the diftinguiming Character of l
Jhinebas

i
as af-

figned by God himfelf, is, that he was
Nuwb. xxv. zealous for his God. and made an Atonement

iij 13. J '

for his People, by the Execution of fpeedy

juftice on two lewd and idolatrous Criminals, and

accordingly turned away God's Wrath from the Children

of Ifrael ; the Particulars of which have been already

explained. It muft be then allow'd in general, that we

are capable of imitating the Zeal of Phinehas, for the

Honour of God, and in the Caufe of Virtue and Re-

ligion. We may not only in our private Capacity

exprefs our juft Refentments and pious Indignation

againft thofe that are Wicked and Profane among uSj

as they are Enemies of the Honour of God, and the

Good of the Publick, and contribute to the Ruine of

their Country, both by the natural Confequcnces of

their Vices, and by provoking God to fend down his

Judgments on a finful Nation ; but in a publick Capa-

city, and when commiffioned by lawful Authority, we

may exert our felves, and indeed are obliged fo to do,

as Magiflrates and Minifters of God, in

Rom. xiu. 3.
t,emg a fcrrour to evil Works. And

fince Magiftrates of the beft Intentions and Abilities

cannot of themfelves ad vigoroufly againll the moft

enormous Offenders, without the Concurrence and Af-

{iftance of other good Men, it becomes the Duty of

private Perfons to aft fubordinately to the Magiflrates,

and to render them capable of doing Juftice effectually

in the Way of Information and Teftimony, as well as

by affifting them in apprehending and conducting to

due Punilhment all guilty Perfons, in the lower Offices

of executing Juftice. But tho* the Zeal of Phinehas in

executing Judgment may be thus imitated in general by

us ; yet when we more minutely examine the Circum-

ftances
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fiances of his Zeal, it mud be acknowledged, that fome

Diftinction is to be made between the Cafe of the Zeal

of Phinehas, and what becomes Us in the Execution of

Juitice on great and notorious Offenders. For there is

fomething peculiar in the Inftance of his Zeal that we

are now concerned with, which is not to be imitated

by Us : I mean, that he was tranfported with a fort of

Divine Impulfe in his Execution of Judgment. For tho'

Mofes had commanded that the Idolatrous Israelites

mould be (lain, yet Pbinebas's Act of Zeal feems to

have had fomewhat extraordinary in it, and to have

even exceeded what was fo commanded, when he fa-

crificed not only Zimri, the lewd and idolatrous Jf-

raelitijlo Man, but likewife Cozbi, the lewd and idola-

trous Midianitifi Woman ; for taking away the Life of

the latter of whom, he does not feem to have had any

outward Divine Precept, tho' no doubt he had an in-

ward Divine Direction and immediate Infpiration by

God, in Vindication of whofe Honour he acted. The
Zeal of Phinehas for the true Worfhip of

God, and for turning away his Wrath, Kumb. xxv.

that he might not confume the Israelites in

his fealoufy j
(as God himfelf was pleafed to fpeak of

Idolatry, as a Spiritual fort of Adultery, in a Figure

taken from among Men) this holy Ardour, I (ay, of

Phinehas, fupplied the Want of a Divine Precept, for

taking away the Lives of thofe that enticed others to

Idolatry. For from the Silence of Scripture on this

Occafion, it may be doubted whether fuch an exprefs

Precept was given to the Jfraelites before this Aft of

Phinehas * tho
J

it is certain it was given them imme-

diately before their pafTing over Jordan, to take Poffef-

fion of Canaan, as we find it firft recorded

m the xiii tb Chapter of Deuteronomy
j

before
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before which Command of God, to kill the Seducer to.

Idolatry, the Affair of Baal-Peor is mentioned in the

vi th Chapter of the fame Book, as a Thing pail and

done. Tour Eyes, fays Mofes there, have

Ver
* 3 "

feen what the Lord did hecaufe of Baal-

Peor. But however that be, the Reafon of the Zeal of

Phinehas was fo juft and weighty, namely, that a

Capital Punifhment was due to a Seducer from the

Wormip of the true God to Idolatry • and particularly

that an Enemy, who by her wicked Arts had contributed

to the Deftruaion of the Jfraelites, by bringing down

the Plague, as a Judgment of God upon them for their

Idolatry, might her felf be deftroy'd and put to Death,

as one of the accurfed Inftruments of Balaam in cor-

rupting them ; this, I fay, was a Proceeding fo well

founded, as well as great and noble, that the Zeal of

Phinehas was approved and rewarded by God himfelf.

And indeed we are affured not only of its being ac-

ceptable to God, by his Confirmation of the Perpetuity

of the Priefthood in Phinehas and his

N1wrf.xxv.13- Racgj that iSj tin it fooiiid be fuperfeded

by that of the great High-Prieft the Mejjiah ; but

that it was fucceeded by an exprefs Command of God,

to Vex the Midianites, and /lay them, on

ibid. i7i l8
- acCount of their Wiles and Artifices, in

Seducing his People to the Worfhip of Baal-Peor, in

the Affair of Cozbi the Midianitijh Strumpet. And this

Command, we find, was foon after put in Execution

by the Jfraelites under the Conduct of Phinehas him-

felf, who attended with the Trumpets and other

holy Inftruments, in order to avenge the

Numb. xxxi. l0Y(i of Midian. In which exterminating

&c
7
.' ' ' Aft, as all the Males of Midian were

{lain, fo all their Women that had known Man were

ordered
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ordered by Mofes to be killed, becaufe (as is exprefly

mentioned) thefe had caufed the Children cf Jfrael,

thro' the Counfcl of'Balaam', to comruit Zrefpafs againft

the Lord in the matter of Peor. And accordingly we are

farther acquainted, that their evil Counfeiior, Balaam*

who probably elated with the Succefs of his Counfcl to

corrupt the Israelites by Lewdncfs to Idolatry, and

with their Lofs of twenty four Thoufand Perfons as a

Confequence of it, was returned to Midian for his

Wages of Unrighteoufnefs ; he himfelf, I

fay, was {lain with the Sword in this Ex- 2 Pet
'

ll
-

J *-

cilion of Midian.

It being then highly probable from this Deduction,

that Phinehas did not facririce the Life of the feducing

Midianitiflo Woman (for the Sacrifice of the Ifraelite

is otherwife accounted for) in Confequence of any Di-

vine Precept given antecedently to that Act, but as

tranfported by a fervent Zeal for' the Honour of God

and the Good of his People, for which he made a

proper tho
5
extraordinary Atonement ; this, I fay, be-

ing taken for granted to be the Cafe, his Zeal, as then

unauthorized by the Law of Mofes, though vindicated

by the Suppofition of a Divine Impulfe, the Reafon of

the Thing, and God's fubfequent Approbation, cannot

be proposed as a Pattern to us for our Imitation, with-

out making fome Diftinftion between the Circumftances

of Phinehas, confidered jointly with thofe of the

Ifraelites, and our Own. As the Ifraelites were then

under a Theocracy, and immediately governed by God,

an Aft of Zeal for the Honour of God, upon a Divine

Impulfe, was very fuitable to that Difpenfation. Bui:

We, who are left by the general Courfe of Providence

to be determined by the particular Laws of our Civil

Conftitution of Government, are obliged to Execute

B Judgment
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Judgment upon immoral and profane Perfons, agreeably

to known and ftated Laws, as the fixed Rules of

Juftice among us ; and are not to wait for, or pretend

to ad upon, any Divine Impulfes for the Punimment

of Vice, but mull exert our Zeal againft all Immora-

lity, in a manner fuitable to the eftablifhed Laws.

For otherwife, whilft we punim the Iniquities of others,

we our felves fhall become Tranfgreffors of the Laws

of our Country, the Honour of which it is our con-

fefled Duty to preferve inviolable, and to conform to

them our felves, as well as oblige others to do fo on all

Occaftons, as our common Political Standard of Juftice

and Government. But as all Pretences to be wifer than

the Laws in Civil Affairs are Enthufiaftical things,

and ought to be difcarded by all fober Perfons ; fo

the Execution of the Laws among us ought to be ani-

mated by a Zeal like that of Phinehas, vigorous and

fervent for promoting the Honour of God and the

Publick Good, but regulated by the known Boundaries

of Law and Juftice, and exercifed by none but the

proper Officers of both.

But I proceed to mew,

II dly, That fuch is the prefent State of the Moral

World among us, that nothing but a zealous Reforma-

tion of Manners can prevent our Ruine, and divert the

impending Judgments of God from falling upon us.

And fo the Plague was /tared.

Without pretending to draw a Parallel between the

State of the Jfraelites in the Days of Phinehas and
Our prefent Circumftances, I mail only obferve in a

previous manner, that as their obftinate Difobedience

of the Divine Laws, and repeated Revolts from their

Federal God, brought down from time to time his

Wg-



for Reformation of M akners. i
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Judgments upon them, and particularly that of the

Plague, which is reprefented in Scripture

as the Sword of the Lord, as the peculiar c^™;
-

-xx:

Inftrument of his Vengeance, and as his

own immediate Operation
;

(infomuch that thofe that

died of it are laid to have done fo by tl j

Hand of God. as diftineurflied from the l chrcM
-
* ;ii -

Judgment of the Sword, which is (lyled

the Hand of Man ;) as, I fay, their provoking Iniquities,

and particularly their Idolatry, brought the Plague among
them, which in the Cafe of Peor, now in our imme-
diate View, made fuch terrible Havock j (o it was

fayed in the midft of its Career, by the Atonement

made by Phinehas in the Sacrifice of the two Crimi-

nals ; as being of greater Efficacy to appcafe the

Wrath of that God, who is infinitely jealous of his

Honour, than the Sacrifice of fuch a Multitude of

Idolaters by the Plague and the Judges concurring in

their Deftruction.

It muft be acknowledged, that we of this Nation

cannot, with any Propriety, be charged with one of the

Sins for which a publick Sacrifice was made both by

God's Command, and Pbinebas's zealous Hand, namely,

with Idolatry, from which we have been fo happily Re-
formed. But then it is equally evident, that we are

fallen into another Extream, that is, into an Indiffe-

rence for all Religion by the Generality, or rather an

open Contempt and Defiance of it by too great Num-
bers among us. Indeed from too free and exceffive a

Ridicule of Superilition, we are arrived at a Burlefque

of every thing that is Serious and Important, and even

of Prophecy and Miracles themfelves, and particularly

thofe of our BlefTed Lord, though they are the great

(landing Proofs of the Chriftian Religion. And I am
B 2 forry
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forry I am obliged to obferve, in a Chriftian Country,

that our common Chriftianity was never more profanely

abufed and reviled, both in the grave and the buffoon

forts of Ridicule, than it is at prefent. But furely this

Licentioufnefs ufed in Reviling the EflablifiYd Religion

of our Country, that is equally profcfs'd by the Higher

Powers and all Subjects whatsoever, is without Pre-

cedent any where, and is riot to be parallelled in any

other Nation in the World. Whatever Liberty may

be pleaded for in a free Country, in Favour of a

fedate and calm WT
ay of Reafoning upon any Religious

Subject, and even of propofing Doubts and Objections

with a juft Decency, in order to receive ferious An-

fwers and farther Satisfaction, yet it is abfurd to aflert

that the Liberties of any Nation will allow, with Im-

punity, a Set of diftinguifiVd Infidels to infult and

treat with the greatiil: Contempt and Scorn the mod

facred and important Truths, that are openly profelfed

by the whole Body of the People, of whatever Deno-

mination. But certainly we are far from imitating the

Zeal of Pbivehas, when we can fo tamely bear this

Reviling treatment of the Religion we all profefs

;

and are rather funk into a fpiritual Lethargy, when

we can hear with Patience the mocking Blafphemies of

the Tribe of Infidels, and fee with Impunity the fre-

quent Indignities and Affronts put on the Veracity

and Honour of that Divine Perfon, whom we Na-

tionally w or(hip as our God and Saviour, and thro'

whom alone we declare we expect Eveilafting Hap-

pinefs.

Of this Indecent treatment of the Chriftian Reli-

gion we have too notorious an Inftance, in fome late

Difcourfes on tie Miracles of our Saviour : The blaf-

phemous Author of which is fo far poifeiVd with the

Spirit
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Spirit of Ridicule, (if not with that worfe Spirit, of

which he writes fo ludicroufly in the Account he gives

of the Demoniacs in the Gofpel) as to divert himfelf

and his Readers with the moft virulent Scoffs on the

Miracles of our Bleflfed Lord, when confider'd (as they

ought to be) as Matters of Fact, and in their plain

literal Senfe. Inftead of the well-known and certain

meaning of our Saviour's Miracles, as fo many Ap-
peals to the Senfes of Mankind, this Writer has thought

fit to fubftitute fomc obfcure, remote, and myftical

Operations of Jefus Cbrift ; as if his Defign were to

convert the Gofpel into a mere Figure, in order to

evacuate and undermine it ; and that very probably,

in Subferviency to the Allegorical Scheme of another

more artful Writer among us in Favour of Infidelity.

However, this Attempt is no more than a wretched

Revival of the very worft Part of ghiakerifm ; that,

namely, which rejects the Literal Senfe and plain Hi-
flory of the Gofpel, and refolves the feveral Facts that

relate to our Lord into fome figurative, precarious, and
unintelligible Performances of him on the Minds of

Men. Eut whatever Shelter the Fondnefs of fome An-
tient Writers for Allegorical Interpretations and the

fublimer Senfes of Scripture, may be faid by this da-

ring Author to afford him, it is certain that they

among the Antients that fell into an Excefs that Way,
did fo out of a miftaken Reverence for the Scrip-

tures, and not in order to undermine their Authoring
or expofe them to Contempt, as is the Cafe at pre-

fent. It is clear too, that the greater Part of, if not

all, thofe Allegorical Interpreters affigned fuch myftical

meanings of the facred Text, as were not inccnfiftent

with or excluiive of the literal Senfe ; as indeed ap-
pears even from this Author's own Quotations of them.

But
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But one who has fo highly abufed the Bleflcd Spirit

by which our Saviour acted; may well be fuppofed to

abiife the Interpreters of what was dictated by it :

iince he muft have known, that though Tome of the

antierkt Expofitors were tranfported with an immode-

rate Love of Allegorical Interpretations, yet there were

not wanting others of great Reputation, and more par-

ticularly the Greek Commentators, who adhered more

ftri&ly to the Literal Senfe of the Holy Scriptures.

But thefe are pafled by with Negleft, as thofe of the

other Sort are mifreprefented on this Occafion ; it

being the Defign of them both to eftablifh and illu-

ilrate the Chriflian Religion, perhaps by different, but

not contradictory Methods : the Divine Authority of

which this impious Writer has not only endeavoured

to weaken, but to expofe to the Contempt and Deri-

fion of Infidels. But nothing is more certain from

Reafon and Experience, than that whereever the Spirit

of Ridicule has prevailed, they that labour under it

are incompetent Judges of all that is ferious as well

as Sacred.

Indeed a Diflin&ion has been lately infinuated

by a well-known Champion of Infidelity, and his

See scheme of
Aflbciates in that defperate Caufe, be-

LiteralPro- tween the Liberties that may be ufed

f
\\

h
p. 4 i°3J

againft Revealed Religion, and thofe which

414, 8cc. are not to be ufed againft Natural Reli-

gion. But this is a vain and ill-grounded Subterfuge.

For if the Peace of Society (to which almoft all Mo-
rality is at prefent reduced) is concerned in fuppref-

fing licentious Writings againft Natural Religion, (as is

confequentially acknowledged by that Author) certainly

the Peace both of Church and State, which are one great

united Society in a Chriflian Country conflituted as

our
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our own is, is very highly affected by licentious Wri-

tings againit thofe Arguments that chiefly fupport the

Truth of the Christian Religion. For nothing is more

evident than that an avow'd Immorality is the na-

tural Confequence of mocking the Faith of unlearned,

weak, and incompetent Judges of profane and im-

pious Writings. And that this is a poor Evafion, is

very clear, when we recollect that the forefaid reputed

Writer (it not all his Brethren in this Caufe) is uni-

verfally confidered as a profefs'd Fatahft> and confe-

quently as one that can no more be affected by Zeal

for Natural Religion, than by that which is Re-

vealed ; fince neither of them can in themfelves, or

their Confequences, be of any Obligation or Authority

on any Perfon that profeffes the Principle of Fatality.

Confidently with the Pretenfions of fuch a Perfon, con-

fider'd as Unaccountable hereafter, there can be no

Immorality but the Disturbance of the Peace of So-

ciety ; which furely is affected equally by Licen-

tious Writings in a ChriiKan and an Heathen Countrv.

But as Unaccountable Beings as fome Perfons fo in-

duftrioufly labour to perfwade themfelves and others

they are, upon their own Conceffion they are ac-

countable to the Magistrate, for their Difturbance of

Society, that of Church and State, by thofe profane

and licentious Writings, that have a natural Tendency

to introduce Confufion in the State, and Popery in the

Church, in the laft Iffue and Refult of Things. And
therefore it is by no means foreign to the Ddign of

our prefent Afembly, to remind the Magiitrates, in

the feveral Societies of Reformation, of their Oblig-
a-

tions to ccnfider how far fuch licentious Writers Gail

under their legal Cognizance, either in a direct or

confequential Manner, as they are notorious Difturbers

or
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of the Peace both of Ecclefiaflical and Civil Society,

And this Addrefs is here offered to them, not out of

any Diftruft of the Strength of thofe excellent Argu-

ments that have formerly been, or now are, ufed in

Vindication of the Chriftian Religion ; and which

antiently triumphed over at leail as malicious and

learned Adverfaries as are now to be found among

us ; but out of a real Regard for the Honour of

God, the Prefervation of the Peace of the Society of

which we are Members, and the preventing of the

publick Ruine.

But as the Tranfition is natural from impious

Principles to immoral Practices, fo when Religion falls

under Contempt, and the great Author of it is not

treated with that Veneration which is due to his holy

Name, no wonder that the mod profane Oaths and

horrid Imprecations do every where wound the Ears

of all fober and ferious Perfons, and that the Lan-

guage of the Fiends (as this Dialed was ftyled by an

illuftrious Penitent of this Nation) does fo prevail, as

to conftitute not only the Expletive but the Orna-
mental Part of Difcourfe of the Vulgar among us,

and that in the open Streets of this City. And it is

to be feared, that Perfons of low and Servile condition

have on this Occafion too exactly copied after the Pat-

tern of their Mailers and Superiours, whofe Breeding

and Quality mould have taught them to ihew greater

Reverence to that God, whofe good Providence has

diitinguifhed them from the Vulgar Uneducated part

of the World. Indeed the Perfons moft guilty of this

fhocking Vice are fo little appreheniive of their Pro-

vocation of the Wrath of God, that we find by fad

Experience they readily call for his moft terrible Judg-
ments, and labour to pull down his Damnation on

them-
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themfelves and all they converfe with. Such Perfons

therefore very properly fall under the Execution or Ju-

flice by the legal as well as pious Zeal of the Ma-

giftrate, both in the Vindication of the Honour of an

affronted God, from whom he ultimately derives his

Authority, and likewife for the Prefervation of the Pub-

lick from thofe Judgments that are fo profufely impre-

cated, and are indeed the Confequences of fo profane

an Irreverence, and fo bold a Defiance of the Divine

Majefty and all that is Sacred.

Again, The natural Product of fuch an Indifference

for Religion in fome, and declared Contempt of it in

others, is that Want of Probity and Integrity in the

Commerce of the World, and the common Affairs of

Life, that is fo vifible to all, and is fo much com-

plained of by thofe that are greatly concerned in Bu-

finefs, or are engaged in Variety of Converfation.

Indeed it is very obvious from every Day's Experience,

that the Arts of Knavery have of late had uncommon

Refinements ; and that Diffimulation and Falihood,

Fraud and Rapacioufnefs, are too generally cultivated
;

that Plain-dealing and Sincerity are unfafhionable Vir-

tues, in a Nation formerly diftinguifhed by them ; and

that thofe few that are of too generous a temper to

praftife the prevailing Methods of Deceit and Trick-

ing are in fact not only Ridiculed as Weak men, but

too often fall a Prey to the Artifices of thofe who are

not under the fame Reftraints of Honour and Con-

fcience. In ftiort, they that know the World beft, re-

prefent the Corruption of it to be fpread fo widely

among all Ranks of men among us, upon Applica-

tions fuitable to their Paffions, Circumftances, and

Stations, that there is Reafon to fear there is fcarce

Honefty enough left to fave the Nation from Ruine ;

C that
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that (in the Pfalmift's Style) Men of low Degree are

Vanity, and Men of high Degree are a Lye ; and

that as the former are too often ignorant of their

Duty, or are tempted by Poverty to fieal and take

the Name of their God in vain ; fo the latter have too

generally, tho' I hope not altogether, broken the Toke,

and burft the Bonds, in the Prophetick

jer. ix. 4, 8, Language ; that every Brother will utterly

fupplant ; and one fpeaketh peaceably to

his Neighbour with his Mouth, but in his Heart he

layeth his wait. When the Faithful are thus minijbed

from among the Children of Men, it is by no means

furprifcing that the Prophet fubjoyns ; Shall 1 not r
oifit

them for thefe things ? faith the Lord : and floall not

my Soul be avenged on fuch a Nation as this ?

But to go on ; as an immoderate Love of irregular

Pleafure is a diftinguiming Character of the prefent

Age, fo the Zeal of Phinehas, which was particularly

exerted againft Lewdnefs, ought to animate us to an

Imitation of his Example, notwithftanding the Varia-

tion of fome Circumftances in the Cafes propofed.

However, one Coincidence is very remarkable • namely,

that as that Sin was openly committed, and the Mi-

dianitiJJj Woman was brought by the offending Ifraelite

to his Brethren, and in the Sight of Mofes and the

whole Congregation • fo the Profemon of Lewdnefs at

prefent is undiflembled, and even a Vindication ofPub-

lick Stews has appeared in the World, together with

feveral other Treatifes of the like Nature, that are pe-

culiarly calculated for ferving the Caufe of Impurity,

for banilhing all Remains of our native Mcdeity and

antient Decency, and making Men ten times more tie

Children of Hell than they were before. And as if

the Deftrucuon of the Publick were deliberately -aimed

at
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at by the Devil's Agents, as well as that of the Souls

and Bodies of private Profelytes to Vice, an univs.fal

Luxury and Corruption of Manners has not long iince

been gravely recommended to the World, under the

Notion of Publick Benefits j 2 s if ail Shame among

Men were loft, and a Paradox could be maintained

that is not only contrary to the Nature and Reafon

of all Virtue and Vice with regard to Society, but to

the Experience of all Ages and Nations, which ailiires

us in the moil Authentick Hiilories of the World,

that the greateft Empires and States, as well as that

of the Je-jcs, have fiourifhed chiefly by Religion and

Virtue, and have proportionably decay 'd, and finally

have been funk and ruined, by a general Luxury and

Diflblution of Manners. And none but Unbelievers of

all Profane as well as Sacred Hiftory can doubt of fo

well-fupported a Truth.

But, as if the Practice of mere Fornication were not

prejudicial enough to the Publick Intereft, as well as

plainly inconfiftent with the Laws of God, fome of

the Men of Pleafure among us have extended their

Views farther, and have dared to purfue a forbidden

Scent of fenfual polluted Joys in the open Violation o£

their Marriage-Vows. And this in a manner fo un-

difguifed, as well as unpractifed by other Civilized Na-
tions, that upon the Fallhood of one Side and Reta-

liation of the other, there has been (in the general

Opinion of the World) fuch an implicit fort of Com-
petition between each of the married Parties to live

in a State of Adultery , as feems to have been defigned

for an Excufe for indulging unlawful Liberties on both

Sides, and for annulling as it were by a Connivance,

arifing from mutual Guilt, the ftrict Obligations of the

C 2 Mar-
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Marriage-Contract:. As if what is abfolutely unlawful

in it felf, could be render'd capable of the leaft Apo-

logy by the wicked Refolution of each Party, to perfift

in the known Breach of a folemn Vow, and tacitly to

tolerate it in one another; and that not without fome

Appearance of Civility and outward Decency in other

Affairs. But how inconfiftent fuch a Palliation of

Adultery is with a true Social Life, with a Matrimo-

nial Friendlhip, with the natural Love of a genuine

and unfufpe&ed Offspring, with the Publick Intereft,

and above all with the Profeflion of Chriftianity, is

fufficiently clear not only from thofe numerous Incon-

veniencies that ufually attend thofe that are engaged in

this falfe Scheme of Pleafure, but from the juft Senfe

they themfelves fometimes have of their real Mifery in

the Agonies of a penitent Sorrow, whenever they are

awaken'd by unfortunate Incidents to a Sight of the

Heinoufnefs of their Crime. For in their thoughtful

Minutes they cannot but acknowledge, that the Chri-

ftian Religion does abfolutely and in the ftrongeft

Terms exclude all Adulterers from the Favour of God,

and all Hopes of Heaven hereafter. But fince the

Threatnings of God, however terrible they be, have

generally but little Influence on thofe that are fo highly

infatuated by the Corruption that is in the World

through Lufiy few of whom can be induced by Per-

fwafion and Argument to return, and take hold again

of the Paths of Life j and llncc Perfons of that Cha-

racter are ufually more affected with Temporal Trou-

bles and Secular Punifhments, than with thofe of a

Spiritual Nature 5 it is a Duty the more incumbent on

the Magiftrate, to turn the keeneft Edge of the Laws

againft thofe that notorioufly live in a State of Adul-

tery, both in order to rouze them by the Smart of the

Incon-
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Inconveniencies they incur, out of their ftupifled Con-

dition to a better Senfe of things, and to deter others

by their Sufferings from fo pernicious a Crime. It

muft be confefled indeed, that this Part of our Civil

Conflitution is defective, and that our Laws are not

fo fevere as thofe of moft other Nations, that punifh

Adultery with Death ; as likewife did God's own Law

given to the Jews : but till the faid Deficiency fhall

be thought proper to be fupplied by the Legiflative

Power, the Sword of Juftice is however to be bran-

difhed, if not farther employ'd ; and Pecuniary Mulcts,

correfponding both to the nature of the Crime, and

the outward Circumftances of feme that commit it, and

publick Penances of Shame in others, ought more

ftriftly and impartially to be inflicted ; for the Re-

formation of a Vice fo deftru&ive to the Publick,

in all its fruitful Confequences of Quarrels, Duels, and

Murders ; but more efpecially in Provoking the Wrath

of Almighty God, that is fo fully revealed againft it

as to punifli it, when it becomes the publick crying

Sin of a Nation, in a Publick Capacity, and a Na-

tional manner.

Once more ; fince that moft deteflable and unna-

tural Sin of Sodomy, which but rarely appears in our

Hiftories, and that among Monfters and Prodigies, has

been of late tranfplanted from the hotter Climates to

our more temperate Country, and has dared to mew

its hideous Face among a People that formerly had it

in the utmoft Abhorrence ; it is now become the indif-

penfable Duty of the Magiftrate to attack this horrible

Moniter in Morality, by a vigorous Execution of thofe

good Laws, that have juftly made that vile Sin a

Capital Crime. There are fome Sins indeed, of which

this kads the Train, that have that lhameful Turpi-

tude
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tude in them, and are fo foul a Difgrace to human.

Nature, that they can fcarce be decently treated of,

though it be in order to their Confutation and Pu-

nifhment. For, as the Apoftle obferves,

Ephtf.v.n. jt
-

s a shame among Chriftians even to

[peak of thofe things that are done in fecret, by fuch

Difionourers of their own Bodies. However, for the

Sake of the Dignity of our Nature, and the Honour

of the Reformed Chriflian Religion, our moll: zealous

Efforts ought to be exerted againit this abominable

Sin, of what Rank foever any Perfons may be that

are guilty of it. It is certain, that no Sin can be a

greater Contradiction to the declared Intention of the

Author of Nature, in continuing the Race of Man-

kind by the Female Sex created for that End, to the

Divine Inftitution of Marriage in Paradice it felf, and

to the Command of God to encreafe and multiply

Mankind. But as the Good of Society is the parti-

cular Care of the Magiflrate, whatever has a direct

Tendency to leflen the Number of Subjects, and to

weaken or dilrionour the Government, or bring it

to Confufion, falls under his immediate Cognizance.

And therefore not only in our own Conftitution,

but in all Civilized Nations, the Laws have fe-

verely punifhed this execrable Crime. And accor-

dingly we find it recorded, that Jofiah,
i Kings xxiii. wnen he effectually reformed the Jews,

Irake down and deftroy'd the Houfes of

the Sodomites. And, God be thanked, we need not

go abroad to illuftrate this matter -

3 fince for the

Honour of our Prefent Government it ought to be

here mentioned, that the Profecution of thofe mod
impure Wretches, that are guilty of this flagrant

Crime, has been order'd to be carried on at the Ex-

pence
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pence of the Crown. And furely all- fubordinate Ma-
giftrates cannot but be induced to imitate with Zeal

the glorious Example of Him, by whom they are

immediately invefted with Authority to punifh fo odious

and filthy a Crime. But above all, this fcandalous

Abufe of "human Nature is a Sin that bears fo direct

an Oppofition to the Laws of God, and is fo highly

Provoking to him, that if it be not foon extinguifhed,

but fhall gain ground among us, we cannot but be

apprehenfive of the Judgments of an angry God com-
ing down upon fo wicked a Nation ; and that after all

our ProfeHions of Reformation and repeated Delive-

rances, we fhall be at laft abandoned to Ruine. Even
as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the Cities

about them, in like manner giving them-
e

'
er

* 7 *

[elves over to 'Fornication, and going after ftrange FleJJj,

are fet forth for an Example, fuffering the Vengeance

of eternal Fire ; that is, of that Fire from Heaven,

whofe Effects ftill remain, and will always do fo,

and which was Emblematical of that Eternal Fire,

which waits for all fuch hardened and impenitent

Sinners.

Laftly, Since it cannot but be expected on this

Occafion, and indeed the Exigency of the Cafe requires

it, that due Notice mould be taken of the growing

Vice of Drinking fome Cheap forts of Spirituous Li-

quors to great Excefs, by the generality of the com-

mon People, and efpecially in this City and round

about it j I do by no means think it unbecoming the

Dignity of the Pulpit, to confider a little the Confe-

quences of this Melancholy matter of Fact, and then

to propofe fome proper Remedies for putting a Stop

to fo deftru&ive a Practice as prevails at prefent.

The Confequences are as numerous as they are plain

and
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and evident. Thac Spirituous Liquors, however dif-

guifed, inflame the Blood and Animal Spirits to an

high Degree, and af^rwards fink them in Proportion

to their unnatural Exaltation ; that they prey on the

whole Nervous Syftem, and gradually extinguifii the

Vital Flame, appears too clearly from conftant Expe-

rience to be contefted. Indeed, the Body of the People

will be fo Enfeebled by this Abufe of fpirituous Liquors,

without fome fpeedy Reformation, that our National

Courage mult inevitably be affected by it in no long

Period of Time ; and our Fleets and Armies, as con-

fiding chiefly of the Populace, however Victorious

they have been over our Enemies abroad, will now be

previoufly fubdued at home by the Diforders and

Weaknefs introduced by this fort of Excefs. And I

hope fuch a private Vice will not be confidered by any

Lover of his Country as a publick Benefit. But even

in Times of Peace, how highly does the Publick fuffer

by this Angle Irregularity ? When the Paflions are

fired by fuch fpirituous Liquors, the natural Product,

in the furious Way, is profane Curfing and Swearing,

Fighting, Robbery, and Murder ; and in the lewd

Way, not merely common Lull is gratified, but Adul-

terous Intrigues are carried on, and even Rapes and

Sodomy are perpetrated. And that thefe grofs Immo-

ralities are very much owing to the immoderate Ufe of

fuch hot intoxicating Liquors, as are now more gene-

rally drunk by thofe of the lower Rank among us

than formerly, is highly probable, when we confider

that fome of thofe Vices have prevaii'd more of late

Years in this Nation, than they were formerly obferved

to do. But tho
s
it be more eafy to reflect warmly on

the fatal Confequences of this Sort of Excefs, than to

give an effectual Check to fo great an Evil
j

yet fome

Remedies
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Remedies may with Decency be fuggeited on this fo-

lemn Occafion, which may not be thought unfeafon-

able at this Juncture, nor unworthy of the Confideration

and farther Improvement both of the Magiftracy and

the Legifiature. The good Magiitrate, infpired with a

true Publick Spirit, may in fome meafure contribute to

the Reformation of this kind of Excefs, by a ftrict

Execution of the Laws now in being againfl Drunken-
nefs, and more particularly by a legal Suppreffion of

fome of the more fcandalous Shops, faid to be Maga-
zines of all forts of Wickednefs, where thofe fpirituous

Liquors are retailed and abufed. And perhaps it may
deferve the Thoughts of the Legifiature, whether the

vail Number of mifchievous Shops of that kind in and
about this City, ought not to be reduced and re-

ftrained : as likewife, fince thofe Liquors are fo much
abufed by the lower Rank of People, chiefly on ac-

count of their Cheapnefs, whether for the Good of the

Community, (which is the great End of the Legifiature

in all things) a feverer Tax laid on thofe ftiong fpi-

rituous Liquors, and efpecially on that particular pa-

latable Sort which is moil generally abufed, as being

procurable every where, and upon very eafy Terms,

may not contribute very much to the Reformation of

this pernicious Vice among the Vulgar ; upon whom the

very Expence of Drinking to Excefs will be more apt

to have fome Influence, than better Arguments of a

Moral Nature.

Having thus fpecified fome of the moil: considerable

Vices that abound among us, and have a direct Ten-

dency to pull down the Judgments of Heaven upon us,

agreeably to the feveral Menaces recorded in Scripture

for our Admonition, as well as to the Reafon of the

thing it felt ; the Neceflity of contributing to a Na-

D tional
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tional Reformation by all proper Methods, and parti-

cularly by a zealous Execution of the Laws againft

Profanenefs and Immorality ; as likewifc the Power and

Efficacy of fuch Punifhment of Vice, and Encouragement

of Virtue, to avert the impending Judgments of God,

are very natural Inferences from what has been faid on

this Head of Difcourfe. And as we are allured of the

former by our own Moral Circumitances, when com-

pared with the State of thofe Churches that have had

their Candleftick removed, and with thofe Nations that

have loft their Civil Liberties, by the like enormous

Immoralities ; fo the latter is very evident from the

Hiftory of the Text of this Difcourfe. It is fufficient

then to obferve, that as the Plague, that cut off fo

great a Number of Jfraelites, was ftay'd from making

a further Progrefs towards their Ruine, by the zealous

Execution of Judgment on the greateft Delinquents;

fo the like Execution of legal Juilice for the Punifh-

ment of Vice, and promoting a Reformation of Man-

ners among us, is the raoft likely Method to difarm

the Vengeance of God, and arreft thofe Judgments

that our crying Sins moll: highly deferve. Such an ef-

fectual Reformation of the Lives of thofe that have

hitherto been reformed in nothing but their Dodrine,

would even yet revoke the Order that feems to be

oiven to the deftroying Angel, alter the conditional

Decree of Heaven, and fheath both the Sword of the

Lord and that of Man. If a Zeal for God and Re-

ligion, like that of Phinehas, were exerted in a Pub-

lick manner, we need not doubt but the Plague, or

any other Judgment of God, would be fiayed, or

rather prevented. When God (in the Prophetick Style)

feems to have a Controverfy with the In-

H
°^

a

&c
'' habitants of this Land, hecaufe there is

no



for Reformation ^/Manners. 27

no tfruth, nor Mercy, nor practical Knowledge of God

in the Land ; but by Sweating and Lying, and Kil-

ling, and Stealing, and committing Adultery, they break

out, and Blood toucheth Blood j therefore the Land Jball

mourn 1 unlefs fome active Phinehas, and interceding

Mofes, arife to ftand before him in the Breach, and

turn away his wrathful Indignation, left he fttould de-

ftroy us. They therefore are the belt Patriots, and the

trued Lovers of their Country, who joyn an hearty

Zeal for the Honour of God, the Interefts of Religion,

and a real Reformation of Manners among us, to

their own political Schemes ; the very beft of which,

independently of that Union, are too imperfect and

weak to fcreen us from the Divine Judgments, or ftay

the Plague, either of the Natural or Political kind ,• or

(in other Words) to hinder the Return of Popery and

Arbitrary Power, two of the greater! Plagues that can

be inflicted by Heaven on this Nation for their Sins,

whenever the meafures of them fhall be filled up, and we
mall be thought ripe for Ruine. But I willingly turn

my Eyes to a more agreeable Profpect, and fhall

mew,

HE dly, and laftly, That a Degree of Honour, propor-

tionable to that of Phinehas, cannot but attend the ex-

cellent Labours of the Societies for Reformation of

Manners among us.

It is faid in the Text, that the Execution of Judgment

by Phinehas, which was attended with fo glorious an

Effect, was counted unto him for Righteoufnefs unto all

Generations for evermore. That is, the Ardour and

Zeal of Phinehas, for the Honour of God and the

Good of his People, was not only applauded and

confidered as highly meritorious by that Generation

D 2 of
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of Men in which he lived ; but his Me-
See Ectlut. m0ry has been honoured ever fince, and

will be celebrated in all future Ages of

the World. And the Reafbn is very obvious j for

nothing can be more excellent in it felf, than the

promoting the Glory of God with a fincere Zeal,

and doing much Good to Men. And that Phinehas

performed fomething eminently good and acceptable to

God at a critical Jun&ure, which will be a ltanding

Memorial of him, appears very clearly from the in-

fallible Judgment of God himfelf, who highly approved

of his Service and rewarded him for it.

If then, my Brethren of the Societies for Reformation,

the fame great and good Ends, the advancing the Glory

of God, and the Prefervation of the Publick from

Ruine, by the retrieving a Senfe of Virtue and Re-

ligion in the more profligate Sort of Perfons, and giving

a Check to the Infolence of Vice, that has too widely

diffufed its Contagion, be vigoroufly purfued, in a due

Subferviency to and Affiitance of the profefifed Work

of the Minifters of the Gofpel, by the prudent juft and

legal Methods of your Magiftrates and their Amftants,

nothing can be more evident than that your Work is

good and acceptable to God, and that it greatly conduces

to the publick Intereft, both from the Nature of the

thing, and that exprefs Approbation of God himfelf

which was given in the like Cafe of Phinehas. And if

the great Defign of your Societies has been approved of

by the Supream Judge of all, they that are engaged

in promoting it will know how to neglect and defpife

the Calumnies of thofe incompetent Judges, that are en-

gaged in a Combination to carry on the rival Scheme

of making Proftlytes to Infidelity and ill Morals a-

mong us. As their wicked Caufe has received fome

Signal
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Signal Defeats by your Religious Confederacies, fo the

Intereft of the Inferurnents of Satan requires that all

poffible Defamations mould be fpread, to weaken the

Hands and Hearts of thofe aftive Magiitrates that

bear not the Sword in vain. Neither is it to be ima-
gined, that the zealous Afliftants of the Magiftracy

mould efcape the Afperfions of ill Men j fince they can-

not but be apprized, that no Magiflrate can act againft

them without legal Information, or on a perfonal View
the latter of which very rarely happens. If therefore

Informations are Neceflary things, thofe good Men that

affift- the Zeal of the Magiftrates, by laying Informations

of vicious Perfons before them, and confine themfelves

to a legal manner of doing fo, may very well bear that

Opprobrious Language that is too often thrown out upon

them; as remembring that they are faid

to be Happy, who are Reproached for the 1 pst. [y.i^.

Name of Cbrifi ; and that they are pro-

nounced Blejfed, that are Reviled and Matth.v. 10,

treated defpitefully for Righteoufnefs fake,
ll '

that is, for the Caufe of Virtue and Reli-

gion : as likewife, that tley who Confefs Luke xii. 8.

Chrifi before men, fbatt he Ccnfejfed and

Owned by him before the Angels of God. And if any

thing may be added to this, fiich Perfons ought to re-

collect, that even at prefent the Applaufes and Prayers of

all fober and ferious Men among us are on their Side

;

and indeed that the Cenfures of their moft malicious

Adverfaries are the trueft Panegy ricks on them, and the

molt certain Acknowledgments of the Goodnefs of their

Caufe.

On this Occafion therefore I think it my Duty to

Congratulate thofe among us, that have the Courage to

bear the Odium of a Virtuous Singularity in a degene-

rate
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rate Age, to appear on the Lord's fide,

Extd.xxxii.i6' (as Mofes expreffes it) and to join the

Sons of Levi in fupporting the Caufe of

Religion, upon their late good Succefles in this fpiri-

tual Warfare. It is no doubt a very pleafing Re-

flection at prefent, and will be ati unfpeakable Con-

folation in the laft Moments of Life, of all good and

active Magistrates, that they have ufed their Autho-

rity in fuppreffing feveral lewd Houfes, and infamous

Nurferies of Debauchery ; or in contributing to clear

the Streets of their greateft Nufances, the [olliciting

Night-walking Strumpets, thofe fhamelefs Scandals of

their Sex and Country. And that thofe abominable

Wretches, that are guilty of the Unnatural Vice, have

been frequently detected and brought to condign Ju-

ftice, is very much owing to the laudable Diligence

of the Societies for Reformation. It has been likewife

an eminent Service to the Publick, that they have

effectually reduced feveral notorious Gaming-Houses ;

thofe Places of Refort, that are equally prejudicial to

the Spiritual and Temporal Fortunes of great Num-

bers of Men. And that the Lord's-Day, which

is the mod powerful Instrument of keeping up fome

Senfe of Religion in the World, has been of late ob-

ferved with greater Decency at leaft than formerly in

this City, and indeed in remoter Places under the Influence

of its Example, Our grateful Acknowledgments are

due to the Members of the Reforming Societies, and

efpecially to the Magistrates among them, for their

zealous Execution of thofe Penal Laws, that have been

fo juftly enacted, for reinforcing the Reverence that

peculiarly belongs to that Diftinguifhed Day.

Indeed there is nothing that can more reafonably

induce us to hope, that notwithftanding the many

hor-
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horrible Provocations of the Divine Majefty, by the

Sins that have been already fpecified, and likewife by a

Multitude of others here omitted, God will not give

us up in a Judicial manner to the Rage of our im-

placable Enemies, than the Confideration of the many

good Deiigns that are now carrying on in this City

and Nation, by great Numbers of Perfons of all

Ranks and Orders among us. The Defign of the

Society for Promoting Chriftian Knowledge, by the free

Diftribution of good Practical Books to the poorer fort

of People throughout the Kingdom, deferves here to be

mentioned with Honour, as having an immediate Con-

nexion with the Societies for Reformation of Manners.

To which, as more efpecially converfant about Adult

Perfons, we may properly fubjoin the moft ufeful Infti—

tution of Charity-Schools, for forming the Minds of the

riling Generation to a true fenfe of Religion ; which

have been fo happily fpread both throughout this City

and Nation. And to what is done in this City ought

to be added the generous Defign of erecting feveral New
Churches, whereever they are wanting, either in it, or

round about it. And furely We mould recollect with

Joy the gradual Augmentation of the many Poor Liv-

ings in this Kingdom, both by the Royal and Private

Bounty ; as likewife the reftoring Impropriations, for the

better and more becoming Maintenance of the Minifters

of God, by no fmall Number of pious and publick-

fpirited Eenefa&ors : to which the Support of their

Widows and Children, by a Corporation erected on that

account, is a moft Charitable Appendix. And after this

advantageous View at Home, we may juftly turn our

Thoughts to the excellent Schemes that are profecuted

for Propagating the Gofpel Abroad, both by the Cor-

poration for that end that extends its Views to the re-

moteft
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moteft Wefl, and likewife by the New Attempt to

preferve and cultivate the Chriilian Religion in thofe

Eaftem Parts, from which we our felves received it fo

very Early, by a Noble Prefent of the New tfeftament

to the poor Remains of diftreffed Chriflians there in their

Own Language. A Defign truly Apoftolical, and which

cannot but fill our Hearts with a fenfible Pleafure, when

we reflect that this is a Work that very much refembles

the Benefaction of the Chriflians of Macedonia and

Achaia, in the firfl and better times, who are recorded

in Scripture for making a generous Con-

Rom, xv. i6. tribution for the poor Saints that were at

Jerufalem. When therefore we thus Ba-

lance our Moral National Accounts with Heaven, we

cannot but entertain fome Hopes that God, who would

have [pared Sodom it felf, if ten righteous Perfons had

heen found in it, will in the midft of all our F loca-

tions remember Mercy, and for the Sake of thefe truly

Chriftian Schemes, and of thofe faithful Servants of

his that are labouring to Rerbrm a wicked Age, by
their Authority and their own bright Examples ; we
cannot, I fay, but flatter our felves, that he will not

give up our Religious and Civil Liberties a Sacrifice to

the Refentments and Bigottry of our Komijh Adverfaries,

and of thofe that favour their Pretenfions ; who feem to

be meditating, in an uncommon manner, the Subverfion

of the Reformed Religion and all that is dear and
valuable to us.

And as thefe excellent Defigns, by which we are la-

bouring to Convert, Reform, and Support others, give

us fome Comfortable Thoughts of our being ftill under the

Protection of that good God, who has in many critical

Junctures vouchfafed us fuitable Deliverances ; fo I be-

feech you, my Brethren, to fuffer a Word of Exhortation,

to
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to perfevere with a prudent Zeal in your pious and ufehil

Undertakings. Survey your Triumphs over the Impu-

dence of publick Vice with a confcious Satisfaction ; but

purfue with frelh Vigour thofe mortal Enemies of the

publick Interefl that rally again, and give them a total

Defeat. Particularly at this Crifis both of the Political

and Moral World, it is earneftly defir'd by the true

Friends of both, that you will keep a watchful Eye on the

Clubs, newly erected near the very Heart of this City,that

are faid to be formed for promoting Infidelity, the Ridi-

cule of the Scriptures, and Blafphcmy it felf. It is ne-

ccflary then that thefe Seminaries of Profanenefs and Vice

mould be flifled in their very Infancy, that the Wrath

of God may not break out upon us for fuch horrid Im-

pieties, and he may not fuffer his whole Difpkafure to

arife. And to animate you the more to afpire after grea-

ter Meafures of Perfection in the Reformation of the Age,

you ought to recoiled on this Occafion, that your Ad-

verfaries are fuch as either live and die like the Beajis

that periJJi, or that delire to do fo upon wicked but

weak Principles. Now thefe are fuch mean and narrow

Views, that all that understand the Nature of true Re-

ligion, and at the fame time confult their own Interefl as

well as that of the Publick, cannot but defpife the Pro-

moters of them as a wretchedly Injudicious fort of per-

fons, that fink their Happinefs below the Dignity of

human Nature, think themfelves unworthy of ever-

lifting Life, and madly reject a Saviour, whom of all

Men living they moft (land in need of. Whereas the

genuine Principles of Virtue and Chriliianity, give noble

Thoughts and exalted Views to the {incere Profeflbrs of

them, that render them happy in themfelves, and eminent

Benefactors to the Publick. But above all, they gratify

the highefl Ambition our Nature is capable of by the

E well
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well-grounded Hopes of a glorious Immortality. You

therefore that have raifed your Thoughts above the low

and trifling Pleafures of the Animal Life to the Purfuit of

thefe great Schemes, can be in nothing terrified by your

Adverfaries ; tbofe Scoffers that walk after their own

Lufts j and whilft they promife Liberty, are themfehes the

Servants of Corruption : for whom (befides the miferablc

but precarious Hopes of Annihilation) there remaineth

nothing but a fearful looking for of Judgment and fiery

Indignation, which Jhall devour the Adverfaries, that is,

of God and Religion. In the mean time may God arife,

and let his Enemies be fcatter'd ; and may he defend his

v-j-n Caufe againfi the fooliflo Man that blafphemeth him

daily. And as you have the Honour to be Fellow-

Workers with God, and to be the Inftruments of his Pro-

vidence in doing much Good, may he crown your future

Labours with Succefs, in defeating the wild Defigns of

the Ungodly that are in this Land, and rooting out all

wicked Doers from this City of the Lord ! And whilft

you thus ftand up and execute Judgment like Phinehas,

may the Plague and every other Judgment of Heaven be

prevented, or flayed in its destructive Progrefs ! And as

his Zeal was counted unto him for Righteoufnefs unto all

Generations ; fo may you, after you have faithfully and

wifelv ferved your Generation, according to the Will of

God, and the Stations aflign'd you by his Providence, be

diilinguiihed not merely by the Praifes of mortal Men, but

be finally Rewarded as good Servants by your great

Matter 1 May you hereafter Jhine, with the Glory of

your Benefadions to the Publick, as the Brightnefs of

the Firmament ; and by turning many to Righteoufnefs,

as the Stars for ever and ever !

Which may God grant for Jefus Chrifl his Sake, tfc>

FINIS.
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The Three and Thirtieth

ACCOUNT
O F T H E

PROGRESS made in the

Cities of London and WeftminJUr,

And Places adjacenr,

By the Societies for Promoting

a Reformation of Manners ;

By Furthering the Execution of the Laws
againft Prophanenefs and Immorality^ and

by other Chriftian Methods.

H E Reafonablenefs of Uniting in Societies.,

for the more effectual carrying on a Work or

this Nature, need not be farther proved, after

what has been faid with fo much Advantage
upon that Subject in the Annual Reformation Sermons •

as alfo by the Excellent Author of the Whole Duty of
Man, who, in his Treatife of the Caufes of the Decay of

E 2 Chriftian
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Christian "Piety», hath this remarkable Palfage: The

Scandal, faith he, brought upon Religion, as it was not

contracted by the Irregularities of one or two Perfons, but

by ajfociated and common Crimes
; fo neither will it be

removed by a few Jingle and private Reformations. There

muft be Combinations and publick Confederacies in Vir-

tue, to ballance and counterpoife thofe of Vice, or Jhe will

never recover that Honour whichJhe acquired by the ge-

neral Piety of her Profcffors*

Thanks be to G o d, many fuch Combinations and

publick Confederacies are now in Being, who make it

a great Part of their Bufinefs to oppofe affociated as well

as particular Offenders.

The Societies for Reformation of Manners are emi-

nently of that Number: And the Ufefulnefs of fuch

Confederacies is vifible from what has been actually

brought about by means of the faid Societies, far beyond

what could have been hoped for from any private Endea-

vours. Multitudes, for more than 'Thirty Tears lait pad,

have been profecuted, and punimed according to Law, for

lewd and fcandalous Practices. Great Numbers of Bawdy-

Houfes, and other diforderly Houfes, have been fupprefled

and fhut up, and the Streets very much purged from the

wretched Tribe of Night-walking Proftitutes, and mod
deteftable Sodomites. Many young Men, taken with

lewd Women, have, by their being brought to timely

Shame and Puniihment, been difcouraged, and turned

(as we have Reafon to hope) from following fuch finful

Courfes, which often caufe them to defraud their Parents,

Mailers, &c. and bring themfelves to utter Ruin. More-

over, many Thoufands of good Books have been difperfed

by thefe Societies throughout the Kingdom, and put into

the
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the Hands of lewd and profane Perfons, to awaken them

to a Senfe of their Sins. By thefe various Methods, many
Perfons have, by the Bleffing of God, been brought to

a Senfe of their Sin and Danger ; and tho' they have at

firft been exafperated againft the Initruments of awaken-

ing them out of their dreadful Lethargy, and flopping

them in their finful Courfes
j

yet have they afterwards

blefled God for their Recovery, and been heartily

thankful to thofe, who have been ferviceable to them

therein.

This Undertaking, begun by a very few Perfons,

has mightily fpread it felf, not only in Great Britain, but

in Foreign Parts. And the great Good which, by God's

Bleffing, has been done by the faid Societies, has very

much animated their Endeavours. They have likewife

been encouraged by feveral Royal Proclamations, Or-

ders of Seffions, Prefentments of Grand-Juries in many

Counties in England ; by the Lord-Mayors and Court

of Aldermen of the City of London ; by many Sermons

of the Right Reverend the Bifhops, and other eminent

Divines, preached to the Societies, and publifhed through-

out the Kingdom ; and by the Writings of other learn-

ed Men; as alfo by the folemn Approbation of a con-

fiderable Number of Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and

the Honourable Judges of England and Ireland, and the

Commiffioners of feveral Proteflant Churches.

I t muft be confefTed, That Profanenefs and Debau-

chery do very much abound, for Want of a more ge-

neral and hearty Concurrence in this Work of Perfons of

all Orders amongft us, in Proportion to the Greatnefs

of the Concern.

T
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The faid Societies have profecuted, and been aulft-

ing in Profecuting, from the Firft of December 172^,

to the Firfi ofDecember 1727, divers Sorts of Offenders

;

viz. For Lewd and diforderly Practices, Common Garning-

Houfes, and other Diforderly Houfes, Common- Gamefters,

Profane Swearing and Curfing, Exercifing their trades

or Ordinary Callings on the Lord's-Day, and for

Drunkennefs ;

In all 1363.

The Total Number of Perfons profecuted by the So-

cieties, in or near London only, for Debauchery and Pro-

phanenefs, for 36 Years laft paft, are calculated at a-

bout 94322.

The faid Societies have alfo been afliftant in bringing

• to Punifhment feveral Sodomitical Houfes, as wefl as

divers Perfons for Sodomy, and Sodomitical Practices , who

have been profecuted by the Direction, and at the Charge

of the Government.

I f Impiety and Debauchery had gone on fpreading

and increasing among us for the laft 'Thirty Tears, at that

prodigious rate as they did for many Years before, we had

affuredly been one of the moil profligate Nations in the

World, which muft probably have reduced us to a very

miferable Condition long before now; but by the Blefling

of G o d upon the various Endeavours of our Religious

Societies of feveral Sorts, a great Check hath been given

to the Prevalency of the moft fcandalous Vices, and in

many Inftances, a vifible Reformation has enfued.

Those therefore that have a juft Zeal for the Honour

of G o d and Religion j who defire to prevent the fpread-

ing
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ing of the Leprofy of Sin ; who are unwilling to have

their Children, and other Relations, or their Friends and

Servants, corrupted by ill Examples and wicked Allure-

ments : Thofe that fincerely wiih well to thofe excellent

and hopeful Nurferies of Piety and good Manners, the

Charity-Schools^ and would be heartily grieved to fee

the Chriflian Inftru&ion and pious Education that Chil-

dren receive therein mifcarry, through prevailing open

Temptations to Wickednefs, and a general Contempt of

Religion : Thofe, laftly, who have any due Love to their

Country, and would prevent a National Guilt, and there-

by keep off National Judgments, cannot poflibly, one

would think, but heartily approve and affift this Ufeful

Deilgn for Supprefling Prophanenefs and Immorality.

Now, Whereas fome have moil malicioufly infinuated,

That it is not Reformation which is intended, but

the getting of Money from the Delinquents ; and by

fuch bafe and vile Reports have impofed on fome very

well-meaning People: It is hereby declared to the

World, That fuch a Charge upon thefe Societies is

abfolutely falfe. It is allowed that there have been

fome bafe and wicked Perfons, (not engaged, or in

the leaft concerned in the Societies for Reformation

of Manners) who have extorted Money from Offen-

ders, and fometimes from honeft Men. But all fuch

Practices are utterly detefted by thefe Societies, (who,

it is well known, have ftrictly enquired after fuch

Perfons, and when difcovered, have brought them

to Punifhment) nor do they know or believe, that

any engaged in thefe Societies are chargeable there-

with. And to prevent, as much as is poffible, all

Sufpicion of a mercenary Defign or Principle in

any that act in the Bufinefs of Reformation , the

Gentlemen
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Gentlemen concerned have all along recommended
it, and indeed infilled upon it with thofe of the So-
cieties, who have given Informations again ft Vice or

Propbanenefs, that they mould never receive that

Part of the Penalty which the Law allows the Infor-

mer ; and it has not come to their Knowledge, that

any one Perfon of thofe Societies hath acted otherwife.

However, if at any time hereafter it mould happen,
that any Perfon or Perfons, concerned in any of the

Societies for promoting a Reformation of Manners,
fhould be chargeable with any of the evil Practices

before-mentioned, or even with taking the Reward
which the Law allows them, it is humbly requefted

of all that are heartily concerned for the Intereft of
Religion, that they will give them Notice thereof.

N. S. The Perfons concerned in thefe Societies, confine their

Profecutions to the Offences mentioned in this Account.

A n d for the further Preventing any Objections from

thofe who are too much difpofed to raife them, againft this

neceffary Work j that there is more Regard had to the Pu-
nifhment, than to the Converfion of prophane and vicious

Perfons ; it may not be improper to acquaint the World ;

That in Conjunction with the the other pious and proper

Methods of Inftruftion, Admonition, and Reproof, which

are ufed by the Societies, to awakenMen to a Senfe of their

Sins, and Concern for their Souls, the Number of large

Books, and lefler Difcourfes, that have been wrote by fome

of their own Members, or which they have procured to

be wrote and publifhed by others, and have given away at

their own Charge, in this and other Kingdoms, for the Fur-

thering of the Reformation of this, and other Nations, and

the particular Converfion of fuch Offenders as they have

brought to Punifhment for their crying Enormities, are

calculated at above Four Hundred and Fifteen Thoufand.

The Number of Books given 1
away by the Societies —~» j ^ I

^' 00°

FINIS.










