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Six Point.

THE LIFE Dr. OF JOHNSON.

opened a new and brighter prospect to men of literary merit, who

had been honoured with no mark of royal favour in the preceding
reign. His present Majesty’s education in this country, as well as his taste
and beneficence, prompted him to be the patron of science and the arts;
and early this year Johnson having been represented to him as a very learned
and good man, without any certain provision, his Majesty was pleased to
grant him a pension of three hundred pounds a year. The Earl of Bute who
was then Prime Minister, had the honour to announce this instance of his
sovereign's bounty, concerning which many and various stories, all equally
erroneous, have been propagated, maliciously representing it as a political
bribe to Johnson to desert his avowed principles, and become the tool of a
government which he held to be founded in usurpation. 1 have taken care
to have it in my power to refute them from the most authentick information.
Lord Bute told me, that Mr. Wedderburne, now Lord Loughborough, was
the person who first mentioned this subject to him. Lord Loughborough
told me, that the pension was granted to Johnson solely as the reward of his
literary merit, without any stipulation whatever, or even tacit understanding
that he should write for administration. His Lordship added, that he was
confident the political tracts which Johnson afterwards did write, as they
were entirely consonant with his opinions, would have been written by him,
though no pension had been granted to him. Mr. Thomas Sheridan and Mr.
Murphy, who then lived a good deal both with him and Mr. Wedderburne,
told me, that they previously talked with Johnson upon this matter, and
that it was perfectly understood by all parties that the pension was merely
honorary. Sir Joshua Reynolds told me, that Johnson called on him after his
Majesty’s intention had been notified to him, and said he wished to consult
his friends as to the propriety of his accepting this mark of the royal favour,
after the definitions which he had given in his Dictionary of pension and
pensioners. He said he would not have Sir Joshua's answer till next day, when
he would call again, and desired he might think of it. Sir Joshua answered
that he was clear to give his opinion then, that there could be no objection
to his receiving from the King a reward for literary merit; and that certainly
the definitions in his Dictionary were not applicable to him. Johnson, it
should seem, was satisfied, for he did not call again till he had accepted the
pension, and had waited on Lord Bute to th‘a}nk him. He then told Sir
Joshua that Lord Bute said to him expressly, It is not given you for any
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THE ARABIAN NIGHTS.

OING in early the next morning

the magician called for Aladdin,

and said he would take him for

a day in the country, and on the

next he would buy the shop. He
then led him out at one of the gates
of the city, to some magnificent pal-
aces, each with lovely gardens, into
which anyone might enter. At every
building he came to, he asked Aladdin
if he did not consider it fine; and the
youth was ready to answer when any
presented themselves, crying aloud,
Here is a grander house, uncle, than
any we have seen. By such artifice,
the magician took Aladdin some way
into the country; and as he meant to
carry him farther, to execute his plan,
he took an opportunity to sit down in
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HE coming of GEORGE THE THIRD to the throne of these 1762.
kingdoms, opened a new and brighter prospect to men of ~———
literary merit, who had not been honoured with a mark of Atat. 53.

royal favour in the preceding reign. His present Majesty’s educa-
tion in this country, as well as his taste and beneficence, prompted
him to be the patron of science and the arts; and early this year
Johnson having been represented to him as a very learned and
good man, without any certain provision, his Majesty was pleased
to grant him a pension of three hundred pounds a year. The Earl
of Bute who was then Prime Minister, had the honour to announce
this instance of his sovereign's bounty, concerning which many
and various stories, all equally erroneous, have been propagated,
maliciously representing it as a political bribe to Johnson to desert
his avowed principles, and become the tool of a government which
he held to be founded in usurpation. I have taken care to have
it in my power to refute them from the most authentick informa-
tion. Lord Bute told me, that Mr. Wedderburne, now Lord
Loughborough, was the person who first mentioned this subject
to him. Lord Loughborough told me, that the pension was given
to Johnson solely as the reward of his literary merit, without any
stipulation whatever, or even tacit understanding that he should
write for administration. His Lordship added, that he was con-
fident the political tracts which Johnson afterwards did write, as
they were entirely consonant with his opinions, would have been
written by him, though no pension had been granted to him.
Mr. Thomas Sheridan and Mr. Murphy, who then lived a good
deal both with him and Mr. Wedderburne, told me, that they
previously talked with Johnson upon this matter, and that it was
perfectly understood by all parties that the pension was merely
honorary. Sir Joshua Reynolds told me, that Johnson called on
him after his Majesty's intention had been notified to him, and
said he wished to consult his friends as to the propriety of his
accepting this mark of the royal favour, after the definitions which
he had given in his Dictionary of pension and pensioners. He
said he would not have Sir Joshua’s answer till next day, when
he would call again, and desired he might think of it. Sir Joshua
answered that he was clear to give his opinion then, that there
could be no objection to his receiving from the King a reward for
literary merit; and that certainly the definitions in his Dictionary
were not applicable to him. Johnson, it should seem, was quite
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10 POINT.

ORIGIN OF THE POINT SYSTEM.

SHEFFIELD was not without a point system
pioneer, for it is stated that in 1840 Messrs.
Bower Bros., who carried on a type foundry,
originally established about the year 1810, in
that town, published proposals for establish-
ing a graduated scale of sizes for the bodies
of printing types, and fixing their height to
paper, based upon pica as the common stan-
dard. The scheme was, however, not taken
up by printers, and failed; and in view of the
relations which had existed up to that period
between printers and type founders, it is clear
that the former could have had their founts
cast to any point system they liked, by the
simple expedient of ordering them upon that
basis; but, as a matter of fact, printers of that
time were accustomed to a large choice of
bodies, and selected a particular body accord-
ing to the needs of the moment, and without
regard either to system or uniformity. Under
such circumstances it is, perhaps, scarcely to
be wondered at that they regarded the hard
and fast gradations of the French and other
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18 POINT.

THIS LINING OLD STYLE
Series will be found suitable
for producing superior work

14 POINT.

THIS DESIRABLE OLD STYLE
should be appreciated by Printers
on account of its clearness of cut

12 POINT.

THIS POPULAR OLD STYLE SERIES

appeals to both small and large Printers,
being forceful and attractive 123456789

10 POINT.

THIS USEFUL LINING OLD STYLE FORMS
a companion series to Lining Old Style No. 5
which has already been favourably received

8 POINT.
THIS HANDSOME SERIES OF LINING OLD STYLE

will be found suitable where a heavy Old Style letter is
desired in high-class bookwork to suit the popular taste

6 POINT.

THIS HANDSOME AND USEFUL SERIES OF LINING OLD STYLE
although designed as a book fount, lends itself readily to the highest
kind of display, especially in Newspaper and Magazine Advertisements
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