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ERNEST DUDLEY 

THE ARMCHAIR DETECTIVE 

THE RIDDLE0/ 
FREIMSHAM 

WILL 
NOT FAR FROM THE ROAR OF CITY 
TRAFFIC STANDS MANDRAKE MEWS.. 
A QUIET AND EERIE BACKWATER OF 
LONDON.... FITTING HOME FOR 
THAT REVELLER IN THE MACABRE 
THAT STUDENT OF MAYHEM AND 
SKULDUGGERY... YES...ERNEST DUDLEY. 
THE ARMCHAIR DETECTIVE...THAT’S ME.' 

ONE WINTER 
EVENING THE RAIN 
WAS BEATING DOWN 
IN SQUALLY GUSTS. 
AND LAMPLIGHT 
WAS REFLECTED 
IN THE STREAMING 
PAVEMENTS. AS A 
FURTIVE FIGURE 
PAUSED AT THE 
GLOOMY ARCHWAY 
OF THE MEWS.. 
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THEN HANSARD'S next words 
MADE ME REALISE THAT THEY HAD. 
BEEN PLAYING ME Along, ALL TH6S8 
WEEKS.. .GETTING ME INTO DEBT... 
PLANNING TO GET ME UNDER THEIR 
THUMB, FOR SOME CROOKED PURPOSE 
IN A MENACING VOICE THE CROOKED 
RAT TOLD ME THAT I WAS TO GET THE 
FRENSHAM Wi a FROM THE OFFICE I 
SAFE, AND HANO IT OVER TO HIM THIS1 
EVENING.’.. HE THREATENED ME WITH 
JAIL IF I DIDN'T... SAID HE WOULD 
TELL OL0 PREEDY ABOUT THE BOOKS 
AND THE FIFTY POUNDS.., AND 
SHOW HIM MY I.O.U.. 
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I TOOK THE GUN FROM HIM 
AND SNIFFED THE MUZZLE. 
IT HAD NOT BEEN FIRED 
RECENTLY. THEN I SLID 
THE MAGAZINE FROM THE 
HANDLE. IT WAS FULLY 
LOADED. IT LOOKED AS 
THOUGH THE YOUNG IDIOT 
WAS TELLING THE TRUTH. 
AFTER ALL. DROPPING 
THE AUTOMATIC INTO MY 
PESK-ORAWER, I TOOK 









Detect)re Librar 

SIR. AND DOWN THE STAIRS. 
. I’LL JOIN YOU THERE IN . 
V A MINUTE... / 

' .MARE (T A 
SHORT MINUTE.' 

iSCENPED THE STAIRS, TO Fit 
I CHILLY CONCRETED CELLAR. 
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AS YOUNG LETHBRIDGE SPILLED 
HIS STORY OF THE KIDNAPPING 
OF GILDA, I BEGAN TO WARM TO 
THIS CASE.' WHAT HAD STARTED 
AS A RATHER DUU AND BORING 
EVENING. WAS BEGINNING TO 
DEVELOP INTO A REALLY COZY 
PIECE OF SKULDUGGERY - JUST 
MY CUP OF TEA.' 

NOT THAT THERE WAS MUCH 
DOUBT AS TO WHO HAD MURDERED 
HANSARD. BUT WE HAD YET TO 
Find the top man behind this 
FRENSHAM WILL BUSINESS... 

I TOLD LETHBRIDGE WHAT THE 
WAITER HAD SAID ABOUT LAVERY- 
AND THE NAME RANG A BELL. 
ONE LAVE2Y, IT SEEMED. HAD 
SEEN MR.PREEDY REGARDING 
A TENANCY.. ~ 
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MEANWHILE, the SPEEDOMETER needle was 
TICKLING EIGHTY AS WE FlASHEP NORTHWARDS, 

r IT’S NOT VERY ^ 
FAR NOW. MR.DUPLEY. 

...ONLYA COUPLE OF 
MILES TO GO... 

7 THAT’S THE 
PLACE, MR. DUDLEY) 

~ HMM...NOSIGN I 
Of THE OTHER CAR.... 
YOU'D BETTER WAIT HERS 
AND GIVE ME WARNING 

. IF IT SHOWS UP. 
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f THE 800K FEU WITH A CRASH IN THE FIREPLACE, AN 
LIKE AN ECHO A GUN ROARED FROM THE DOORWAY.' 

THE FIREPLACE .. . 
HE'S SOMEWHERE THERE. 

TAKE THAT. SNOOPER/ 

SWORD-STICK IN HAND IS 
UPON HIM FROM THE SIDE. 

AN OLD. OLD TRICK.' 
UT IT WORKS EVERY TIME. 

NOW. DROP THAT GUN/ 

AAAGH/ 
WHAT THE. 
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THE NEWSPAPERS 5AV 
-HAS LEFTTHE I—. / THAT SIR HENRY HAS LEFT THE 

r FAMILY FORTUNE TO CHARITV, 
TR. PREEDV, BUT TAKE A LOOK 

AT THIS... IT’S A LATER WILL, SIGNED 
IN MY PRESENCE BY SIR HENRY HIM5ELE 

AND PROPERLY WITNESSED.' MY UNCLE 
MADE THIS WILL ONLYAMONTH AGO... 

A SAD BUSINESS/ 
A GREAT BLOW, MR. FRENSI 
BUT YOU SAY YOU ARE SiR 
HENRY’S NEPHEW? I WAS 
UNAWARE OF ANY 
SURVIVING-HEIRS... 

CALMLY, DOUGLAS FRENSHAM 
TOOK A FOLDED BIRTH-CERTIFICATE 
FROM HIS WALLET. AND TOSSED IT 
ON TO THE DESK BEFORE ME. TT WAS 
GENUINE ENOUGH, AS I HAD EXPECTED' 

HE WAS THE SON OF SIR HENRY’S 
WASTREL BROTHER, BORN IN THE 
SOUTH Of FRANCE, AND HEIR TO 
THE FRENSHAM FORTUNE, BUT FOR 
SIR HENRY’S WILL .WHICH LAY IN THE 
OFFICE SAFE...THE WILL THAT LEFT 
THE ENTIRE FORTUNE TO CHARITY/... 

REVELLING IN THE SITUATION. 
IAWATTED HIS NEXT MOVE... 
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ANTE-BOOM, DOUGLAS FRENSHAM DASHED 
TO THE WINDOW, ^—--■ 

I'MTBAPPED/.. 
AND IF THEY LAY 

HANDS ON LAVERY, 
WE’LL ALL SWING.'..., 
-IE WASAFOOLTOCOME 

HERE WITH ME7.. 

LOOKING DOWN TO THE STREET BEU3W, 
FRENSHAM MADE FRANTIC SIGNS 
FROM THE LITTLE WINDOW.,, 







Super Detective Library No2 









Super Detective library No.} 











Super Detective Library No Z 

I FELT a COLD TRICKLE 
OF PERSPIRATION DOWN 
My BACK.' 
IT’S ONE THING TO BE 
AT THE HANDLE-END 
OF A SWORD-STICK, 
AND QUITE ANOTHER 
THING TO FACE IT’S 
DEADLY STEEL POINT' 
THEN HE GAVE A 
CURSE AND TUGGED 
SAVAGELY IN VAIN 
AT THE UMBRELLA 
HANDLE/IN A FLASH, 
REALISATION DAWNED 
UPON ME/IT WAS NOT 
MY SWORD-STICK/ 
I HAD BROUGHT 
PREEDY’S UMBRELLA 
WITH ME BY MISTAKE/ 

NOT BEING AN ADEPT AT THE ART OF PUGILISM. 
I’M AFRAID MY BLOW WAS RATHER UNSCIENTIFIC/ 
BUT IT DID THE TRICK... 
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Have you seen No. I of 

SUPER-DETECTIVE LIBRARY? 
Ask your Newsagent for 

THE CASE OF THE 
CONTRABAND PEOPLE 

An adventure of THE SAINT—the famous character 
created by LESLIE CHARTERIS 

TOLD IN PICTURES! 
Now on Sale Price 8d. 



COMING NEXT MONTH! 

Two More Issues of 

SUPER-DETECTIVE LIBRARY 

No. 3. 

“BULLDOG DRUMMOND ” 
“ Sapper’s ” Famous Thrill-Story 

Told in Vivid Pictures! 

AND 

No. 4. 

“THE RETURN OF 
THE THIRD MAN” 

Further Adventures of Harry Lime, 
The Third Man, 

TOLD IN PICTURES 

On Sale the First Thursday in May 

PRICE 8d. EACH 

ASK YOUR NEWSAGENT TO RESERVE THEM FOR YOU! 



Sent to your home FREE 
on approval for 7 Days 

PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE 
FOR ALL 

Edited by SIR JOHN HAMMERTON 

3.250 Photographs and Diagrams 52 Colour Plates 

'T'HIS famous work has helped many thousands of people 
to achieve success. It can be of equal assistance to 

you. whatever your age or occupation. Equip yourself 
now with the knowledge that is vital to success. To the 
ambitious man or woman, and to the young student, 
these volumes are indispensable. 


